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AFSC West Region News - June 2022

Stories of work from around the region

Welcome to the American Friends Service Committee’s West Region monthly
newsletter. We look forward to connecting with you regarding our shared
work for peace and justice. Thanks for your interest and support; please send
feedback to WestNews@afsc.org.

e e 2T f-_ =
oto: Pittsburgh BDS coalition

Ph
Economic Activism Program, Oakland

General Mills divests from Israel following AFSC-led campaign

In 2020, AFSC and partners started a campaign calling on General Mills to stop
making Pillsbury products on stolen Palestinian land. Recently, the company
announced it had divested its Israeli business altogether, selling its stake in the
subsidiary that manufactures Pillsbury products in an illegal settlement.
“General Mills’ divestment shows that public pressure works even on the largest
of corporations,” said Noam Perry of AFSC. Read more and send your thanks.
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https://www.afsc.org/newsroom/general-mills-divests-israel-following-campaign-led-quaker-organization
https://www.afsc.org/action/boycott-pillsbury?ms=WEB22LP1216GI

~ New Mexico staff and partners celebrate AFSC’s Farm to Preschool work.

People of the Land Program, Albuquerque

Celebrating Farm to Preschool work

On June 8, AFSC New Mexico wrapped up an 18-month grant-funded project
connecting local farmers with preschools. We held a celebration and received
the report from our independent evaluator with his findings. Read more about
our celebration and the future of this work here.

Project Voice Immigrant Rights Program, Oregon-Washington

AFSC takes #FreeThemAll message to Tacoma Detention Center

On a rainy Mother’s Day, a caravan with AFSC’s #FreeThemAll campaign
brought their message to the Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma, WA. In
this Facebook Live, Pedro Sosa of AFSC describes the messages sent in for the
immigrant mothers. Learn more about AFSC’s work to Free Them All.
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https://www.afsc.org/story/new-mexico-staff-and-partners-celebrate-afsc%E2%80%99s-farm-to-preschool-work
https://www.facebook.com/pedro.sosa.10/videos/5134055050006545
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll

ROOTS FOR PEACE'S ANNUAL

FREEDOM SCHOOL!

Ages: 15-22 E- E

$400 Stipend .
Application Deadline:
Friday, June 17
APPLY HERE: HTTPS://BIT.LY/RFPFS2022

Roots for Peace (R4P) Program, Los Angeles

Freedom School applications due June 17

Adlaberto Rios of AFSC writes that Roots for Peace is planning a summer
Freedom School for 20 South Central youth ages 15-22. Youth will deepen their
understanding of race, class, gender, and environmental justice. And they will
organize to address issues that affect our communities in South Central Los
Angeles, such as access to healthy, locally grown food. Applications are due
June 17. Keep up with Roots for Peace on Instagram.
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Healing Justice Program, Oakland

Lawsuit forces compliance with California law on police weaponry

In response to an AFSC lawsuit, the city of Orange, CA has released records of
police weaponry. “Orange’s disclosure of records of military gear used by
police in response to our litigation shows that all cities and counties need
to be transparent,” says John Lindsay-Poland of AFSC. “It is important
for community members to understand just how militarized law

enforcement has become.” Read more in AFSC’s report Equipped for War.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvYPFEHs19X3klYnKWicx3FhdTpoz-n773xk3CUNCUh5LVBg/viewform
https://www.instagram.com/rootsforpeace_la/
https://voiceofoc.org/2022/05/a-quaker-activist-group-forced-the-city-of-orange-to-reveal-police-departments-inventory/?utm_source=weekendreading0528&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA22WR0528&emci=a6b4cd81-f9dc-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=3630e9e1-81de-ec11-b656-281878b85110&ceid=770453
https://voiceofoc.org/2022/05/a-quaker-activist-group-forced-the-city-of-orange-to-reveal-police-departments-inventory/?utm_source=weekendreading0528&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA22WR0528&emci=a6b4cd81-f9dc-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=3630e9e1-81de-ec11-b656-281878b85110&ceid=770453
https://www.afsc.org/content/equipped-war-exposing-militarized-policing-california?utm_source=weekendreading0528&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA22WR0528&emci=a6b4cd81-f9dc-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=3630e9e1-81de-ec11-b656-281878b85110&ceid=770453
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WE FIGHT. WE WIN.

PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE

Jennifer Piper, Erika Vargas and Jordan Garcia
Immigrant Rights Program, Denver

Partner organization honors AFSC's work for immigrant justice

The Colorado People’s Alliance recently honored AFSC for its work organizing
“allies, faith communities and immigrants along the Front Range to support
immigrant justice...AFSC envisions a Colorado where policy is defined by those

directly impacted! They do their work through two groups of member-leaders:
Coloradoans for Immigrant Rights (CFIR) and the Not1More Deportation Table.”

From left: ArteVism Fellows Joshua Sla, Hana Luna Her,
Michael Piiia and Paulina Rodriguez Ruiz. Photo: Eduardo Stanley

Pan Valley Institute (PVI), Fresno

Fellows combine art, activism to find belonging in the Central Valley

In this blog, Myrna Martinez Nateras of AFSC introduces you to four young
people who brought their vision to life through AFSC’s ArteVism Fellowship
Program. Fellows combine art and activism to create provocative programming
that engages the community. “We want diverse communities to have the
resources they need to cultivate positive change,” writes Myrna.
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https://coloradopeoplesalliance.org/
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/fellows-combine-art-activism-to-find-place-and-belonging-central-valley

US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego

Pilgrimage demands immigrant justice

Adriana Jasso of AFSC reports that the statewide Pilgrimage for a Better Future
2022 made its way to San Diego on May 30. AFSC staff supported the hosting of
two events. The first, at Chicano Park, commemorated the 12th anniversary of
Anastasio Hernandez Rojas' case. The second, at Otay Mesa Detention Center,
demanded that the facility be shut down.
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67 Suerios, Oakland

Mural addresses healing, community and the urgent need for change
From Instagram: It started as a banner but ended up being our little baby
mural... We say good morning to padre sol y buenas noches to madre luna,
We are screaming H.Y.P.H.Y! (Help Your People Help Yourself) while the
paletero is serving sweets in the neighborhood, honoring those who work the
land with their own hands, as we travel to distant places that became our
home but never forgetting our roots, cultura y corazon.
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https://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=b0ec2e29-a154-4de9-a8cf-5ccf4ca6a289
https://www.instagram.com/67suenos/

Short takes

With the recent mass shootings in Uvalde, Buffalo, and around the country,
many of us are grappling with what we can do to keep all our community
members safe. That includes examining the role of policing in our society. In our
Community Safety Beyond Policing webinar series, we recently explored ways
to prevent violence—without increasing our reliance on police.... Take action for
reproductive justice... Read AFSC’s Annual Report for 2021.

Your support matters

Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please be in touch with any
West Region program by visiting afsc.org, and support the AFSC West Region by
donating today. Please share this subscription link for this newsletter with
others. Thank you!

DONATE TO AFSC WEST REGION PROGRAMS

Founded in 1917, the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an
international Quaker organization that works on many social justice issues,
including immigration, mass incarceration, youth civic engagement, and
human rights in Palestine/Israel. With programs in 24 states and 15 countries,
AFSC engages communities experiencing marginalization in the pursuit of
shared security, based not on arms or coercion, but rather on creative
nonviolence, sustainable economics and respect for all peoples.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9GCAXMganc
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-the-petition-i-support-abortion-justice-5?source=direct_link&referrer=group-american-friends-service-committee&redirect=https%3A//secure.afsc.org/RJN66m3u5E2pe0MHawoYqw2%3Fms%3DWEB22LPGI
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-the-petition-i-support-abortion-justice-5?source=direct_link&referrer=group-american-friends-service-committee&redirect=https%3A//secure.afsc.org/RJN66m3u5E2pe0MHawoYqw2%3Fms%3DWEB22LPGI
https://www.afsc.org/document/afsc-annual-report-2021
https://www.afsc.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/2Y14LyZi1UOZEb5a0jj85w2
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2

