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AFSC West Region News – July 2021 

Highlights of work from around the region 

Welcome to the American Friends Service Committee’s West Region monthly newsletter. We 

look forward to connecting with you regarding our shared work for peace and justice. Thanks for 

your interest and support; please send feedback to WestNews@afsc.org. 

 

Arizona Program, Tucson 

Celebrating greater dignity for women who are incarcerated 
On Facebook and Instagram, AFSC and partners are celebrating a new law ensuring 

that pregnant and birthing people in Arizona prisons will be treated with dignity. Every 

mother deserves uninterrupted hours of bonding with her baby, and now women who 

are incarcerated in Arizona can hold their babies without shackles. The law also 

requires a sufficient supply of feminine hygiene products be made available for free and 

codifies nutrition and medical requirements for woman who are pregnant. 

mailto:WestNews@afsc.org
https://www.facebook.com/AFSCArizona/photos/a.441308322625085/4161775413911672/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CQzQZtphwhi/
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Working in a Pueblo to build a coldframe (Photo: Patrick Jaramillo) 

People of the Land Program, Albuquerque 

Installing shade cloth in Kewa Pueblo 
AFSC New Mexico co-director Patrick Jaramillo recently helped the Coriz family install 

shade cloth on their coldframe in Kewa Pueblo, formerly known as Santo Domingo 

Pueblo. (A Pueblo is an Indigenous community; "tribe" may be a more familiar term to 

people outside New Mexico). A coldframe is a piece of season-extending equipment 

that allows farmers to start growing earlier and go later in the season. However, once 

the threat of frost has passed, a coldframe is not as useful during the warmer months. 

Installing shade cloth in the summer helps farmers grow chiles, melons and squash. 

 
 

Project Voice Immigrant Rights Program, Oregon-Washington 

Vigil held in memory of fallen farmworker 
On Facebook, Pedro Sosa of AFSC shares about a vigil in memory of Sebastian 

Francisco, a 38-year-old farmworker originally from Guatemala who died in June 

during the extremely hot weather in the Willamette Valley. Pedro says the state of 

Oregon needs to adopt emergency measures to protect farmworkers in times of high 

temperatures, fires and freezing storms. A GoFundMe page has been established to 

help Sebastian’s family. 

https://www.afsc.org/story/shade-cloth-kewa-pueblo
https://www.facebook.com/pedro.sosa.10/videos/920745518799446
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-sebastian-francisco-perez?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer
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US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego 

VISION Act is making its way through the California legislature 

AFSC has been a strong supporter of the VISION Act (AB 937), which would ensure 

that like any other Californian, an immigrant deemed eligible for release from state 

prison or local jail would not be turned over to ICE detention and instead would be able 

to reunite with their family and community. This includes a person who has completed 

their sentence, been granted parole, had charges dropped, or been granted release by a 

judge. AFSC has joined with dozens of organizations across California to pass it 

through the Assembly (June 3) and the Senate Public Safety Committee (July 13). As it’s 

gaining new support in the California legislature, it will soon need approval from the 

Senate Appropriations Committee.  This is our commitment to limit the harmful impact 

of ICE detention for migrant community members and their families, and it’s an 

extension of our #FreeThemAll national campaign. 

 
67 Sueños mural in Oakland 

67 Sueños, Oakland 

Adding color to a mural, stopping police militarization 
From Instagram: “Shoutout to EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YALL!! Our community, 

family, & friends, who came out today to show love, put paint on the wall, break bread 

with us, y darnos animos! We felt the love fashooo!! The wall finally has some color & it 

felt so good.” Check out Ericson Amaya of 67 Sueños on this AFSC Community Safety 

Beyond Policing webinar on Stopping Police Militarization. Please share these job 

openings for a Youth Programming Lead Intern and two Campaign Youth Lead 

Interns; applications are due July 23. 

https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://www.instagram.com/p/CQkE79RhfXg/
https://youtu.be/Z_cfWrvBiBY
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=a762ac40-eb4b-4933-a8c1-ae28da784ea8
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=7c904a52-d0ce-43be-99b4-8edb14c3c416
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=7c904a52-d0ce-43be-99b4-8edb14c3c416
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Healing Justice Program, Oakland 

A win in the East Bay: Care First, Jails Last 
Alameda County recently took an important step to stop the incarceration of people 

with mental illness—and start providing them with the care they need. John Lindsay-

Poland of AFSC writes that, on the anniversary of the police murder of George Floyd, 

the Board of Supervisors unanimously passed the Care First, Jail Last Resolution, which 

prioritizes a continuum of care and services for people with mental illness who are at 

risk of incarceration. AFSC co-authored the policy as part of the Decarcerate Alameda 

County coalition. 

 

Economic Activism Program, Oakland 

Pillsbury family members join boycott: No Dough for Occupation 
Did you know there's a Pillsbury factory in an illegal Israeli settlement in the occupied 

West Bank? Noam Perry of AFSC recently facilitated a discussion between Fayrouz 

Sharqawi of Grassroots Al-Quds and Charlie Pillsbury, a descendant of the Pillsbury 

founders, who recently announced he and other family members are boycotting 

Pillsbury products. Learn more and get involved at BoycottPillsbury.org. 

https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/local-victory-californias-east-bay-care-first-jails-last?ms=EMA21WR0626&utm_campaign=weekendreading&utm_medium=email&utm_source=weekendreading061926&emci=7b31797a-5cd4-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=23126640-7ad6-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=770453
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanFriendsServiceCommittee/videos/3021802554814341
https://www.afsc.org/boycott-pillsbury?fbclid=IwAR04LkVZVPK7T7vKQ5v4x8PhZ3MqI-DZyqAmC01ImwH5owMU7FbHYXFu2ds
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Check out the bios of these new ArteVism Fellows. 

Pan Valley Institute (PVI), Fresno 

New ArteVism Fellows announced 
Myrna Martinez Nateras of AFSC writes: “After an exhaustive selection process, in June 

we inaugurated the second cohort of fellows for the ArteVism Fellowship Program. 

With this cohort, we returned to our practice of bringing together emerging leaders 

from diverse communities instead of just Latinx and Indigenous, as was the case with 

the first cohort. We are thrilled with the diversity of this group and the experiences, 

knowledge and creativity they bring.” 

 

 

Immigrant Rights Program, Denver  

Colorado staffer to receive Immigrant Liberty Award 
On August 19, Jordan Garcia of AFSC will be honored by the Rocky Mountain 

Immigrant Advocacy Network for his work in support of LGBTQ immigrants. His 

colleague, Jennifer Piper, adds her thanks for the work Jordan does, “so often behind 

the scenes, to be the glue that holds things together, the catalyst for people doing 

collective work to live into the alternative way of being, and a visionary - all with style, 

humility and humor.” Register now for the event. 

https://www.afsc.org/story/new-artevism-fellows-bring-diverse-experiences-and-knowledge-to-work
https://www.afsc.org/story/new-artevism-fellows-bring-diverse-experiences-and-knowledge-to-work
https://aesbid.org/ELP/RMIAN21?fbclid=IwAR3vqydYzXsIBlQAkxBxfMBaBv6RXv8GqR5sBJvZgj9NcgualKQPaQfzKCw
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Roots for Peace (R4P) Program, Los Angeles 

R4P extends thanks after winning the Gardens for Good Award 
From Instagram: We extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who supported the 

Roots For Peace community by voting for us back in April and helping us win the 

Gardens for Good Award. Thank you to our amazing youth who are leading this 

project and to our community members, friends, and families who help us sustain our 

presence and passion for food sovereignty and liberation.” Please share this job 

opening for a Program Director and Lead Organizer; applications are due August 13. 

Short takes 
Tell Congress to end Israel’s forced displacement of Palestinians…. On July 20, boost 

your understanding of how Congress funds ICE and CBP….AFSC recently joined other 

organizations in calling for an end to US lethal strikes abroad and protections for 

people from Haiti….AFSC’s Under the Mask campaign shares this new study on Civic 

Space and the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

Your support matters 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please be in touch with any West 

Region program by visiting afsc.org, and support the AFSC West Region by donating 

today. Please share this subscription link for this newsletter with others. Thank you! 
_____________ 

Founded in 1917, the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an international Quaker 

organization that works on many social justice issues, including immigration, mass 

incarceration, youth civic engagement, and human rights in Palestine/Israel. With programs in 

24 states and 15 countries, AFSC engages communities experiencing marginalization in the 

pursuit of shared security, based not on arms or coercion, but rather on creative nonviolence, 

sustainable economics and respect for all peoples. 
 

https://www.instagram.com/rootsforpeace_la/
https://www.naturespath.com/en-us/our-path/nourishing-communities/gardens-for-good/
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=781b5747-d2da-47ff-bfa3-f2bb9aa51416
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=781b5747-d2da-47ff-bfa3-f2bb9aa51416
https://www.afsc.org/action/tell-congress-support-end-to-israels-forced-displacement-palestinians?ms=tw&ceid=656756&snw=2&ref=17c48de1-9a33-4fa5-9538-3db0a0583e90
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvce6trj8vHdPtfz0OK0iYkGv-ejJtN8ls?emci=2be3a132-b1d9-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=8f3e2cdf-bbda-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=770453
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/110-orgs-to-biden-end-u-s-program-of-lethal-strikes-abroad/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/2/d/15apii6x05RCoTZJKvMxPz0xS5CP1frA0NyKfM1MHupY/mobilebasic?urp=gmail_link
https://underthemask.afsc.org/resource/civic-space-and-covid-19-pandemic-study?fbclid=IwAR38FZvNXsNfnhEvROT4HIr1R3x5iGVFDII5-S4Lj-3InPPkqNXXBaJy5Zk
https://underthemask.afsc.org/resource/civic-space-and-covid-19-pandemic-study?fbclid=IwAR38FZvNXsNfnhEvROT4HIr1R3x5iGVFDII5-S4Lj-3InPPkqNXXBaJy5Zk
https://www.afsc.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/2Y14LyZi1UOZEb5a0jj85w2

