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AFSC West Region News – July 2020 

Highlights of work from around the region 

Welcome to the American Friends Service Committee’s West Region monthly newsletter. We 

look forward to connecting with you regarding our shared work for peace and justice. Thanks for 

your interest and support; please send feedback to WestNews@afsc.org. 

 
Delivering masks to farmworkers (photo: Jose Eduardo Chavez) 

Pan Valley Institute (PVI), Fresno 

Protecting each other during COVID-19 
Myrna Martinez Nateras reports that the San Joaquin Valley in California is rapidly 

becoming a COVID-19 hotspot with over 10,000 cases in the region. Working with 

partners, AFSC has delivered 2000 masks to farmworkers along with information on 

protecting their health and worker rights. Read more. 

                                                                   ________________ 

 

Founded in 1917, the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an international Quaker 

organization that works on many social justice issues, including immigration, mass 

incarceration, youth civic engagement, and human rights in Palestine/Israel. With programs in 

24 states and 15 countries, AFSC engages communities experiencing marginalization in the 

pursuit of shared security, based not on arms or coercion, but rather on creative nonviolence, 

sustainable economics and respect for all peoples. 

mailto:WestNews@afsc.org
https://www.afsc.org/story/protecting-each-other-during-covid-19
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Children crunch carrots in New Mexico. 

People of the Land Program, Albuquerque 

Farm to School Program provides healthy food -- and more 
Over the past school year, New Mexico kids in five school districts got to savor great 

local food. Much of that food came from small-scale, sustainable farms and farmer 

co-ops supported by AFSC, which manages the state-funded program that gets 

nutritious produce to these children while also strengthening the local economy. 

Angelina Lopez-Brody of AFSC writes that the COVID-19 pandemic has put into stark 

relief the importance of supporting a thriving local-food system. Learn more. 

 
Kumeyaay tribal bands and supporters (photo: AFSC San Diego) 

US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego 

Acting in solidarity at the border 

Representatives of the Kumeyaay tribal bands and supporters recently returned to the 

site where Border Patrol and the Army Corps of Engineers intend to use explosives for 

an 18-foot border wall. While explosives have been suspended temporarily, other 

disturbances to the land will proceed, including grading of the earth. AFSC staff will 

continue to monitor the situation and support the Kumeyaay tribal bands with their 

demands for access to their lands, where their people have lived since time 

immemorial. Follow AFSC-San Diego on Facebook for updates on this and other work. 

https://www.afsc.org/story/new-mexico-farm-to-school-program
https://aldianews.com/articles/cultura/social/indigenous-tribe-california-faces-border-wall-thats-destroying-their-history
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/community-voices-project/story/2020-07-16/commentary-congress-must-repeal-the-waiver-authority-to-protect-kumeyaay-cultural-legacy
https://www.facebook.com/AFSC.SanDiego/posts/3151778531554787
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Economic Activism Program, Oakland 

Long-term work behind the scenes leads to big wins 
June 2020 saw the culmination of long-term work by Economic Activism staff behind 

the scenes resulting in huge public successes. In this summary, Dalit Baum of AFSC 

writes that three high-tech giants have announced they will stop supplying the police 

with facial recognition technologies. In addition, the Racial Justice Investing Coalition, 

which AFSC has been working with, published this powerful statement about 

promoting racial equity.  

 
Kelly Gonzalez Aguilar was recently freed after nearly three years in detention. 

Immigrant Rights Program, Denver  

Trans asylum seeker freed after nearly three years in detention 
Kelly Gonzalez Aguilar, a young person originally from Honduras who had over 92,000 

people sign a petition for her freedom, is now free after 1051 days in ICE detention. 

Kelly has been a strong organizer and advocate for others. The AFSC/CFIR Facebook 

page notes: “Thank you to everyone who fought for Kelly and to those who continue to 

fight for our immigrant communities and help restore humanity to people caught in a 

system that intentionally destroys human dignity. We celebrate and continue to fight 

for the families, children, LGBTQ community and all those seeking asylum.” 

https://www.afsc.org/story/economic-activism-updates-june-2020
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.racialjusticeinvesting.org%2Four-statement&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C294a78ac58464a1fb6f008d82234f894%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637296958212768669&sdata=V646hE4XElZUQEq44gTEyyAy7r7zb8BnvICBj6UY0D8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradansForImmigrantRights
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradansForImmigrantRights
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67 Sueños, Oakland 

Lead organizer sought for youth-led program 
Applications will be accepted through August 6 for a Lead Organizer with AFSC’s 67 

Sueños program in Oakland. The organizer will work closely with the 67 Sueños team 

to build a strong youth-led organizing program that supports youth in building power 

and winning changes that impact their lives and the lives of people in their 

communities in Oakland and the Bay Area. Building on 67 Sueños’ work in immigrant 

justice and police accountability, the Lead Organizer will initiate and develop local 

partnerships and coalitions as well as work with other AFSC networks. Apply here. 

 

Project Voice Immigrant Rights Program, Oregon-Washington 

Delivering facemasks and resources to farmworkers in Oregon 
In coordination with community partners, AFSC staff and volunteers recently visited 

farms in West Salem and North Salem to deliver facemasks made by faith communities 

in Albany, Corvallis and Portland. The organizations delivered food boxes and popular 

education materials about COVID-19, along with thanks to these essential workers who 

put food on our tables. Follow AFSC Oregon-Washington on Facebook. 

https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=e2fa5598-fc85-4aec-affc-4f7c8edae78a
https://www.facebook.com/afsc.portland
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Demands from incarcerated people at San Quentin State Prison 

Healing Justice Program, Oakland 

Take action to support people incarcerated in California 
AFSC staff are asking people to demand that California Gov. Gavin Newson 

immediately release all people at high risk of illness and death due to COVID-19. In 

particular, the Governor must release the elderly and those with underlying health 

issues that put them in acute danger of COVID-19. The only way to control the spread 

of this global pandemic (inside prison walls and beyond) is to grant releases, stop ICE 

transfers for those released, and reduce the state’s prison population. Take action now. 

 

Roots for Peace Program, Los Angeles 

Celebrating the defunding of a state surveillance program 
AFSC’s Roots for Peace partnered with other organizations in the successful 

#NoPVEinCA coalition. (PVE is short for “Preventing Violent Extremism.”) Staff write: 

“After much organizing, meeting with legislators and powerful public comments, we 

celebrate this statewide win to defund the PVE surveillance program that would further 

harm communities of color, especially our Black, Muslim, and immigrant communities. 

We celebrate the lead organizing team in our coalition and our collective efforts.” Learn 

more about this important win here, and follow Roots for Peace on Instagram. 

https://www.afsc.org/story/take-action-support-people-incarcerated-california
https://www.advancingjustice-alc.org/news_and_media/nopveinca-coalition-celebrates-state-defunding-of-californias-harmful-surveillance-program-targeting-muslim-black-and-immigrant-communities/
https://www.instagram.com/rootsforpeace_la/
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AFSC staff and volunteers collected nearly 400,000 signatures on the Second Chances Act petition. 

Arizona Program, Tucson 
400,000 Arizonans agree that people deserve a Second Chance 
After a tremendous effort that netted nearly 400,000 signatures on petitions, the Second 

Chances Act initiative qualified for the November ballot. The Second Chances, 

Rehabilitation, and Public Safety Act is a statewide ballot initiative that will safely 

reduce the prison population, expand rehabilitative programs, reduce recidivism, create 

a more just sentencing system and save taxpayers money. See AFSC Arizona’s 

celebratory video of gratitude for all those who volunteered their time to make it 

happen. 

AFSC also led the effort to guarantee that masks are permitted and available to people 

incarcerated in Arizona’s state prisons; finally, the Arizona Department of Corrections, 

Rehabilitation and Reentry relented. See the story from the Arizona Republic here. 

 

More news 
Check out AFSC’s suggestions for how to talk about defunding ICE and CBP while 

investing in communities….AFSC now has a page full of resources on defunding the 

police…. Sign up for AFSC’s e-course series for white people of faith to deepen their 

work for racial justice….Pat Rumer, an AFSC supporter and activist in Oregon, explains 

why borders should not be barriers to human rights. 
 

Your support matters 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please be in touch with any West 

Region program by visiting afsc.org, and support the AFSC West Region by donating 

today. Please share this subscription link for this newsletter with others. Thank you! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsecondchancesaz.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C29bf396206cb407f23e808d8220632f0%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637296757309146344&sdata=sbL8IseGntg5QIFD8MjZJ38JEMjJh2B2COgR6at%2Frao%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsecondchancesaz.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C29bf396206cb407f23e808d8220632f0%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637296757309146344&sdata=sbL8IseGntg5QIFD8MjZJ38JEMjJh2B2COgR6at%2Frao%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAyz5PhZnVE
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fafscarizona.org%2F2020%2F06%2F23%2Fgroup-asks-county-city-officials-to-extend-mask-requirement-to-prisons-and-jails%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C29bf396206cb407f23e808d8220632f0%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637296757309156338&sdata=LSz5VQspXu2BsC103rd9MulIWzDKQdLW0eFOy%2Beso48%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.azcentral.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Farizona%2F2020%2F07%2F02%2Farizona-inmates-now-have-masks-prison-officials-say%2F5368810002%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C29bf396206cb407f23e808d8220632f0%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637296757309166340&sdata=O2GuJc9LbPOjd%2Fa9Kx4dA2UQrEYZU5byr1j7ieSU2rM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/how-to-talk-about-defunding-ice-and-cbp%E2%80%94and-investing-communities
https://www.afsc.org/defundpolice
https://www.afsc.org/defundpolice
https://www.afsc.org/radicalAIF
https://www.justiceactivist.com/blog/beyond-the-wall-borders-should-not-be-barriers-to-human-rights?fbclid=IwAR0YW1q4XOYnDRV49UI70tjCFUTKxHg44UjDPfu9PNDN8cxDC9gzV6FzoOc
https://www.afsc.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/2Y14LyZi1UOZEb5a0jj85w2

