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AFSC West Region News - February 2022

Highlights of work from around the region

Welcome to the American Friends Service Committee’s West Region monthly
newsletter. We look forward to connecting with you regarding our shared
work for peace and justice. Thanks for your interest and support; please send
feedback to WestNews@afsc.org.
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NO TECH FOR
APARTHEID

Economic Activism Program, Oakland
Helping divest from Israeli apartheid

In light of Amnesty International’s new report detailing Israeli apartheid against
Palestinians, AFSC encourages people to learn more by visiting our Investigate
database and taking action with our partners at No Tech for Apartheid.

Dov Baum of AFSC adds that, under the radar, more and more companies are
stepping away from their unlawful and highly controversial business in the
occupied Palestinian West Bank. Both Avgol Industries (now owned by the Thai
Indorama Ventures) and Energix Renewable Energy divested last year from their
settlement activities in the West Bank. Both were highlighted by the

UN list of companies which support illegal settlements, and both were the
targets of campaigns in the U.S. asking them to divest. General Mills, which
owns Pillsbury, is another target of divestment activism.
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mailto:WestNews@afsc.org
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/?fbclid=IwAR3gbVf5LRNoQ5YzmLv-pVLWA6HqIn1mXE5NreJ7EpKtnnsjA4wAp7NJ0JM
https://investigate.afsc.org/occupations
https://www.notechforapartheid.com/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F39924721%2F322036612%2F2103079847%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81ODQ4MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJhYzQ4ZWY3MS0yZjYzLWVjMTEtOTRmNi0wMDUwZjJlNjVlOWIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DVCTHayHfCf2WSlpoXf2uYNLfwZ5rr2OeiOTA_u_ONMA%3D%26emci%3Db9c2f6c2-ce5d-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b%26emdi%3Dac48ef71-2f63-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b%26ceid%3D770453&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C1e1094406cf74bef24f908d9c55392fc%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637757785004931453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4gcoGdj6uj30Gk6GoKDGd0Xbrwv3aUS%2B20hLV2BptYw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F39924724%2F322036615%2F1650302760%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81ODQ4MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJhYzQ4ZWY3MS0yZjYzLWVjMTEtOTRmNi0wMDUwZjJlNjVlOWIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DVCTHayHfCf2WSlpoXf2uYNLfwZ5rr2OeiOTA_u_ONMA%3D%26emci%3Db9c2f6c2-ce5d-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b%26emdi%3Dac48ef71-2f63-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b%26ceid%3D770453&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C1e1094406cf74bef24f908d9c55392fc%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637757785004931453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FVd721v8DdRLu3tLLeaR36lhGPguxBkFyqyUcwU15n4%3D&reserved=0
https://investigate.afsc.org/updates/un-list?emci=b9c2f6c2-ce5d-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ac48ef71-2f63-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&ceid=770453
https://www.afsc.org/action/boycott-pillsbury?ms=WEB22LP1216GI
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What we heard from everyone is that they want the Farm to Food Bank program to
continue,

Sayrah Namaste co-directs AFSC’s work in New Mexico

People of the Land Program, Albuquerque

New video thanks AFSC donors

Sayrah Namaste, co-director of AFSC New Mexico, joins colleagues in thanking
donors for their ongoing support of AFSC. Sayrah shared about AFSC’s work to
purchase over 22,000 pounds of produce from more than 30 family farms. AFSC
then donated that food to New Mexico’s largest food bank and 12 other food
pantries. On this podcast, co-director Patrick Jaramillo joins Sayrah in
discussing AFSC’s work to promote climate justice.
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Project Voice Immigrant Rights Program, Oregon-Washington

Deadline is February 22 for Project Associate applications

Do you know someone interested in advancing the human rights and self-
determination of migrant communities? AFSC in Oregon-Washington is hiring a
new position to support policy advocacy at the local, state, and federal levels.
This person will help develop and implement an advocacy plan in collaboration
with local immigrant leaders and human rights committees. Learn more.
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https://youtu.be/UtVgJpUWpQs
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/afsc/episodes/2022-02-02T09_04_23-08_00
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=39ede0c4-6842-4b07-bed3-96d1582e5c13

10 POINT PLAN 10 POINT PLAN

Direct changes for the Juvenile Justice System Broader community changes

| END YOUTH INCARCERATION. Transform the

way the county approaches “rehabilitation” |. WE THE PEOPLE demand access to

from the common U.S. carceral practices basic human necessities to survive,
rooted in punish that have established including affordable housing,
& school to prison pipeline, health care, access to healthy food,

2. DIVEST from law enforcement, probation, and jobs that pay a living wage.

and juvenile halls to REINVEST in a Juvenile o
Justice system that centers healing, 2. DEFUND and DEMILITARIZE the

education, and positive youth develop local police departments to
All youth that come in contact with the REINVEST in education, youth

Jjustice system deserve a RESTORATIVE AND programs, and community.
TRANSFORMATIVE PROCESS that repairs

ol i N et bl (“ RE-ENVISION public school ‘“ -

4 Allow the families and local community to S| education! S~
ENVISION and PARTICIPATE in a heali /] 4 ACCESS to financial literacy
centered Youth Justice System. /) / knowledge, tools. and

5 DEMILITARIZE and END SURVEILLANCE i
youth spaces, including but not limited to,
juvenile halls, group homes, and school
campuses.

opportunities,
5. Universal Basic Income for all!

67 Suenios, Oakland

Plans reimagine juvenile justice, reinvestment in community

From Instagram: Through Free Our Kids in the Youth Coach Up space, we the
youth have been thinking critically about the impact of the criminal justice
system on our community here in Oakland and beyond. Inspired by the Black
Panther Party and the Young Lords, we created a 10-point plan that demands
our county reimagine the juvenile justice system. We need to shift away from
the current hyper-criminalizing and punishment of youth of color and instead
focus on rehabilitation and a healing approach that centers community.

photo: Davis Vanguard

Healing Justice Program, Oakland
Building concern over millions proposed for county jail

AFSC recently mobilized people to attend a press conference in connection with
a federal court hearing on a proposed settlement for the Alameda County Jail,
which has horrendous conditions for people with mental illness. According to
John Lindsay-Poland of AFSC, the proposed settlement would hire hundreds of
new permanent deputies, making the jail the “go-to” for mental health care. In
December, AFSC collaborated with other groups on an extensive objection to
this settlement solidifying this commitment of the county budget to the jail.
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https://www.instagram.com/67suenos/
https://www.davisvanguard.org/2022/01/civil-rights-organizations-voice-objections-to-pending-settlement-in-alameda-county-jail-lawsuit/

LOVE KNOWS NO WALLS
Join the Livestream and community conversation

Delivery of hundreds of

FEB handmade Valentines to
1 1 loved ones our immigration

policies trap inside GEO's

2022
Time TBA

Committee

Immigrant Rights Program, Denver
Valentines say: Love knows no borders, no walls

On Friday, February 11 at noon MT, AFSC Colorado will deliver hundreds of
handmade Valentines to the GEO immigrant detention center to demonstrate
our “Love Knows No Walls.” We will livestream the delivery and conversation
on Facebook. You can support this action by sharing this livestream and
completing the phrase “When Love Knows No Walls, I/we will....” Join us on
February 11 and post your comments and/or a picture with a heart you've drawn
for someone. This action is part of AFSC’s national campaign to #FreeThemAll!

From left, Paulina Rodriguez Ruiz and Michael Pifia

Pan Valley Institute (PVI), Fresno
Creating safe spaces for QTBIPOC people in the Central Valley

AFSC PVI ArteVism Fellows Paulina Rodriguez Ruiz and Michael Pifia were
interviewed recently in connection with Queer in the Valley—Celebrating Past,
Current, and Future QTBIPOC People in The Central Valley. Unfortunately, the
event was cancelled due to the Omicron surge, yet it’s well worth a listen to
Paulina and Michael as they share their thoughts about the need for safe spaces
for QTBIPOC people to express their intersectional identities.
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https://www.facebook.com/ColoradansForImmigrantRights
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://www.kvpr.org/local-news/2022-01-07/queer-in-the-valley-spotlights-fresnos-qtbipoc-community?fbclid=IwAR1odGHyYVgF2zU7LER5nXEJQZu-gJagXRwv46hZYG5sZFG0TgbbJHgFJnw
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The Border Patrol — photo Pedro Rios

US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego

The US Border Patrol is hiding information - and Congress needs to act

“At least since 1987, the United States Border Patrol has operated unsanctioned
cover-up units known as Critical Incident Teams,” writes Pedro Rios of AFSC.
“These special units have concealed, altered and destroyed evidence to obstruct
justice, and now Congress has requested an investigation into them and

asked that Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the Border Patrol’s parent
agency, turn over documents related to them. But Congress doesn’t have to wait
for the documents. It can end these secretive units now and open the door to
prosecuting agents who have obstructed justice.” Read more.

Another pollinator for justice in Los Angeles
Roots for Peace (R4P) Program, Los Angeles

Roots for Peace is excited to welcome our new program director

Adalberto Rios joins AFSC with a background in curriculum development, youth
empowerment and community organizing. He brings eight years of experience
working with youth, developing and running youth programs, and centering
community-driven praxis in his organizing work. At his core, Adalberto believes
that if any meaningful change is to take place in combating the inequities in
communities like his own of Compton, people who live in the center of the

margins have to be at the helm of shaping their realities.
5


https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/community-voices-project/story/2022-01-28/opinion-u-s-border-patrol-hiding-information

AFSC regional staff celebrate with Just Communities Arizona.

Short takes

The work of some of AFSC’s newest alumni, the staff of Just Communities
Arizona, is the subject of this podcast...Read AFSC’s statement on military
escalation in Russia and Ukraine - and take action.... Join AFSC’s #FreeThemAll
actions around the country on Valentine’s Day weekend; this Facebook Live
includes more info.... Check out AFSC’s new Planned Giving website, our new
Emerging l.eaders for Liberation youth cohort, and the work of AFSC in the
Midwest and South.

Your support matters

Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please be in touch with any
West Region program by visiting afsc.org, and support the AFSC West Region by
donating today. Please share this subscription link for this newsletter with
others. Thank you!

Founded in 1917, the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an
international Quaker organization that works on many social justice issues,
including immigration, mass incarceration, youth civic engagement, and
human rights in Palestine/Israel. With programs in 24 states and 15 countries,
AFSC engages communities experiencing marginalization in the pursuit of
shared security, based not on arms or coercion, but rather on creative
nonviolence, sustainable economics and respect for all peoples.


https://kxci.org/podcast/just-communities-arizona/?fbclid=IwAR2u_ayIpSnngQa42AQfVZqbKQHKtfJUlfhf9wuz_D-fkt9Mh7qPExtnd8o
https://www.afsc.org/action/tell-congress-diplomacy-not-weapons-ukraine?contactdata=YXxWSbKekK1Ux1lVBdwtcEtVHnrYPEFW7crafPSZf0fB4nKvWk0bHp6HN4vvsUa3DsdG0jHV3HQRgP78Gram5A%3d%3d&ms=EMA22AA0204&emci=52fb99e4-fe84-ec11-94f6-281878b85110&emdi=c86baebf-c285-ec11-94f6-281878b85110&ceid=246905
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://www.facebook.com/100064864625311/videos/1215459422319378
https://legacyofpeace.afsc.org/
http://www.afsc.org/ell
https://www.afsc.org/story/midwest-digest-february-2022
https://www.afsc.org/resource/afsc-south-star-newsletter-winter-2021-22
https://www.afsc.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/2Y14LyZi1UOZEb5a0jj85w2

