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AFSC West Region News – April 2020 

Highlights of work from around the region 

Welcome to the American Friends Service Committee’s West Region monthly newsletter. We 

look forward to connecting with you regarding our shared work for peace and justice. Thanks for 

your interest and support; please send feedback to WestNews@afsc.org. 

 
Photo: Adriana Jasso 

US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego 

“Honk for Justice” rally calls for an end to immigrant detention  
AFSC took part in Detention Watch Network’s #FreeThemAll national week of action to 

demand the liberation of all people in immigration detention. In San Diego, AFSC 

supported the Otay Mesa Detention Resistance’s "Honk for Justice," a COVID-19-safe-

car rally to demand that Gov. Gavin Newsom and San Diego County officials advocate 

for the closure of the Otay Mesa Detention Center, a privately run detention facility that 

profits from human suffering. More than 70 cars joined the caravan, driving through 

downtown San Diego in the call to free all ICE detainees before COVID-19 turns 

detention centers into death camps. Read more. 

                                                                   ________________ 

Founded in 1917, the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is an international Quaker 

organization that works on many social justice issues, including immigration, mass 

incarceration, youth civic engagement, and human rights in Palestine/Israel. With programs in 

24 states and 15 countries, AFSC engages communities experiencing marginalization in the 

pursuit of shared security, based not on arms or coercion, but rather on creative nonviolence, 

sustainable economics and respect for all peoples. 

mailto:WestNews@afsc.org
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/covid-19
https://www.otaymesadetentionresistance.org/
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/san-diego-activists-honk-justice-calling-release-people-ice-detention?emci=ebd5689e-bc75-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=fd6d5407-7076-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=770453#utm_source=weekendreading040420&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading
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Arizona Program, Tucson 

Pushing for the safety of people inside prisons 
A coalition of criminal justice reform advocates and healthcare professionals, led by 

AFSC Arizona, has formally requested that the Arizona Department of Health Services 

and Director Dr. Cara Christ conduct inspections of state prisons, aiming to ensure their 

compliance with CDC guidelines on COVID-19. Learn more and take action by visiting 

AFSC Arizona’s coronavirus resource page. 

 

People of the Land Program, Albuquerque 

New Farm to Foodbank project meets needs during COVID-19 
“Helping make the link between those who grow food and those who need it is a 

concrete, practical action we can take to help mitigate the fallout from COVID-19 and 

support and strengthen our communities,” says AFSC’s Sayrah Namaste, shown above 

delivering organic radishes and beets from local farmers to a food bank. AFSC has also 

delivered much needed facemasks to farmers. Read more about this innovative work on 

AFSC’s website, the Albuquerque Journal and KOB TV. You can support the effort by 

donating here. 

https://kvoa.com/news/local-news/2020/04/07/advocates-for-inmates-for-inspections-of-arizonas-prisons-to-help-guard-against-covid-19/
https://afscarizona.org/covid-19-crisis/
https://www.afsc.org/story/farm-to-foodbank-response-to-pandemic
https://www.abqjournal.com/1440622/bridging-the-nutrition-gap.html
https://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/new-mexico-farmers-help-local-food-banks-in-exchange-for-supplies/5693559/
https://secure.everyaction.com/cLhz-wmrAkmfKqEi6TI9wg2
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Economic Activism Program, Oakland 

Microsoft divests from the Israeli Occupation 
In a major campaign victory, Microsoft announced on March 27 that it would “divest its 

shareholding in AnyVision,” an Israeli company whose technologies power the Israeli 

military’s surveillance of the occupied Palestinian civilian population of the West Bank. 

Microsoft’s decision was prompted by a multi-stakeholder campaign demanding 

Microsoft to comply with its own principles for the ethical use of facial recognition and 

divest from AnyVision. The AFSC organized an appeal by responsible investors of the 

company, including large institutional investors, and raised their concern in Microsoft’s 

annual shareholder meeting in December. Learn more. 

 

Roots for Peace Program, Los Angeles 

Staying connected and supporting each other 
AFSC works with young people and adults from predominantly immigrant Latinx 

families to address health and economic inequities and work toward a more just food 

system. Although we can’t gather together on our urban farm because of COVID-19, 

we’re staying connected through community healing conference calls. The calls provide 

a space where community members can know they are supported, continue building 

connections, discuss their struggles, and share resources with each other. AFSC joined 

more than 240 organizations recently in a #HealthyLA call to action urging county 

supervisors to protect renters (above), workers, immigrants and unhoused Angelinos. 

https://investigate.afsc.org/company/microsoft
https://dropanyvision.org/
https://blogs.microsoft.com/on-the-issues/2018/12/17/six-principles-to-guide-microsofts-facial-recognition-work/
https://investigate.afsc.org/updates/microsoft-divests-israeli-occupation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S-WJaMa4q3yNrEBfSFKEdSQArcNc_MTI2LiUA63Ycyg/mobilebasic
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/healthyla/
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Pan Valley Institute (PVI), Fresno 

Supporting farm workers and communities with critical information 
“Many people told us that they lack critical information about how to protect 

themselves, their families and their communities from the COVID-19 pandemic,” write 

Myrna Martinez Nateras of AFSC and Robin Maria Delugan in the Fresno Bee. “They 

put their health and that of their families and communities at risk because they offer 

essential services to our community. Yet, not all employers are informing these workers 

about how they can protect themselves or what benefits, if any, they will receive if they 

get sick or lose their jobs.” Read the full op-ed. 

 

                                                                             

Project Voice Immigrant Rights Program, Oregon-Washington 

Spanish-language video on how to make a mask 
Pedro Sosa, who directs AFSC’s Immigrant Rights work in Oregon and Washington, 

recently posted this video in Spanish on how to make a mask. He writes: “I am very 

grateful to everyone for your good wishes on my birthday. [I’m self-isolating] to reduce 

exposure and spread of the virus, which is affecting the world more and more every 

day. I also wish you all to be well and take the necessary precautions. Here I share with 

you some ideas, like making homemade mascariallas.” 

https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article241701016.html
https://www.facebook.com/pedro.sosa.10/videos/10219947983385736/
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Healing Justice Program, Oakland 

Urging governors to expand public health measures over militarism 
John Lindsay-Poland of AFSC assisted several public health advocates in drafting this 

sign-on letter to governors urging public health responses to COVID-19, not the 

expansion of militarism in our communities. AFSC promoted these actions to prevent a 

COVID-19 catastrophe in Santa Rita Jail and was mentioned in this article about 

mitigating the spread of the virus in the San Francisco County jails and legal system. 

 

 
A young person supported by 67 Sueños 

 

67 Sueños, Oakland 

Providing educational and emotional support to youth 
Beto Ortiz-Silva of AFSC reports that 67 Sueños is moving educational sessions online 

while providing support for teens who are being holed up in their houses. Some of their 

parents are losing work or seeing hours cut. Recently Beto put together a debrief of the 

most recent federal stimulus bill, the CARES Act, to make it easier to understand. The 

program’s first online presentation was Naomi Kline on the shock doctrine. 67 Sueños is 

also looking to partner with Centro Legal de la Raza on an undocumented workers 

relief fund in Oakland. Stay tuned. 

public%20health%20responses%20to%20COVID-19,%20not%20the%20expansion%20of%20militarism%20in%20our%20communities
https://www.afsc.org/story/take-action-to-prevent-covid19-catastrophe-santa-rita-jail
https://sfbayview.com/2020/03/50-organizations-demand-san-francisco-release-people-from-jails-to-mitigate-covid-19-spread/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFqNAEx1lm4
https://www.centrolegal.org/


6 
 

 

 

Immigrant Rights Program, Denver  

Working together for a Just Response to the COVID-19 Crisis 
AFSC has joined 10 other Colorado progressive organizations in working towards a just 

response to the economic and health crisis caused by COVID-19 that centers the needs 

of all of us, not just the wealthy few. AFSC and the Colorado People's Alliance (COPA) 

recently joined 84 organizations across the country to call for ICE to “Save Lives and 

#FreeThemAll” from immigrant detention. Nationwide, about 2,000 people were 

released for a 6% reduction in the detention population, and about 10 hunger strikes 

have popped up in the past two weeks. Our premier with Detention Watch Network 

has over 1,000 views! 

 

In other news, the Metro Denver Sanctuary Coalition and AFSC have jointly decided it’s 

time for MDSC to become its own independent organization. Piper of AFSC writes, “I 

am in awe of all we did together and all the things the Metro Denver Sanctuary 

Coalition has yet to do! All the love and luck to this organization and all the people 

involved, who I so love and respect, as you carry the work forward.” 

 

Short takes 
Are you a Friend living in the West? Would you like to connect more with AFSC’s 

work? Register now for our upcoming Quaker Engagement Call set for Wednesday, 

April 15. Contact Matthew Leber at MLeber@afsc.org for more information….Rae 

Abileah, a West Region Executive Committee member, co-wrote this guide to activism 

during the time of pandemic…. Sign this petition demanding that federal and state 

lawmakers drop private prison contracts with GEO and CoreCivic….Check out AFSC’s 

COVID-19 resource page and donate today to help impacted communities. 

Your support matters 
Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please be in touch with any West 

Region program by visiting afsc.org, and support the AFSC West Region by donating 

today. Please share this subscription link for this newsletter with others. Thank you! 

 

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/a-just-response-to-the-covid-19-crisis-una-respuesta-justa-a-la-crisis-del-covid-19?source=direct_link&
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=221682758903501
https://www.facebook.com/metrodenversanctuary/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBI76hbKwk8Lxohy17JRz0vcbpLdMqYGPPkujQBfGASltETfjqNLiBN-s8LwnHlHNEhC6s-FnMZiBtj&fref=mentions
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmetrodenversanctuary%2F%3F__xts__%255B0%255D%3D68.ARCDPTumBAJ_vfz7R3NJ9WQkaKh7cd4ULR3GLLuuzS8mA_t-mOA2NK_o9yrpw_xo_NAaOs_p9gsBORWvmW3Mdff2FDErzp1ScB0gmLl_-AI59IbgGLB2wah4VV_jv0krSmUA9CezhcziHmLIGbK0G58yGS4T_6DMO1jC0xu4G2wx18O5os9pXWBvNxDTXQH0ZhgKuRoDJjvB_KN72IH_9BylZOkBccABBFJb06q9KhHdEFdypjR7GtlsOvEKfhVjoOVjH7LfcwTTXiuDqxUkmRzQZ2CCopphDhbSmmTSQTamu3ufLewgdzAASqDyFt77rirrOfWcr4VV8xkf4cab%26__xts__%255B1%255D%3D68.ARC1DGvMbEjMpBrow3WbK_Iea7kNnAmQyrCtu9unI0dJiVXhNCdv5dg-bD5iv5Vu43aUa0sKOAF0eN50XT0h75bTIXyIJdt0Xc4nSL5ZhNvqHccf-NnrqEIJwqQkelCLyFM4i0yJ8oRSL6bWK8-CGHAANfyF_9ATKqsXUDO9dDZMcyP4kO8CA01LakK6w9-91kXGT4yOFt2LrNFcoNQUI8AHKRloIogT8qRRNgAHVzNdu3v9_nBBLMpxtfU_LVFyCLNjfM_ln25c8K-1nKE7jRX6eJ709oY79b6lMXRX4ei5CAwrIYq2KGEDRhK7CShprfYsU6GUrfHAZnkxMtJW%26__tn__%3DK-R%26eid%3DARA-ZIxFVYAoRm9AdwDiAK905k49YNpuUBwvC9-iNV0r-j2R1D1SLzfaVkoz-1sukj6-dQzgkPP4JYtq%26fref%3Dmentions&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Ccea52d933d3645edbd6808d7c6cbbda7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637196450672076338&sdata=KBeCSbqQkWcO5uzIsWPIycAS%2FQI5hYKEU2TZEMyNdtE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmetrodenversanctuary%2F%3F__xts__%255B0%255D%3D68.ARCDPTumBAJ_vfz7R3NJ9WQkaKh7cd4ULR3GLLuuzS8mA_t-mOA2NK_o9yrpw_xo_NAaOs_p9gsBORWvmW3Mdff2FDErzp1ScB0gmLl_-AI59IbgGLB2wah4VV_jv0krSmUA9CezhcziHmLIGbK0G58yGS4T_6DMO1jC0xu4G2wx18O5os9pXWBvNxDTXQH0ZhgKuRoDJjvB_KN72IH_9BylZOkBccABBFJb06q9KhHdEFdypjR7GtlsOvEKfhVjoOVjH7LfcwTTXiuDqxUkmRzQZ2CCopphDhbSmmTSQTamu3ufLewgdzAASqDyFt77rirrOfWcr4VV8xkf4cab%26__xts__%255B1%255D%3D68.ARC1DGvMbEjMpBrow3WbK_Iea7kNnAmQyrCtu9unI0dJiVXhNCdv5dg-bD5iv5Vu43aUa0sKOAF0eN50XT0h75bTIXyIJdt0Xc4nSL5ZhNvqHccf-NnrqEIJwqQkelCLyFM4i0yJ8oRSL6bWK8-CGHAANfyF_9ATKqsXUDO9dDZMcyP4kO8CA01LakK6w9-91kXGT4yOFt2LrNFcoNQUI8AHKRloIogT8qRRNgAHVzNdu3v9_nBBLMpxtfU_LVFyCLNjfM_ln25c8K-1nKE7jRX6eJ709oY79b6lMXRX4ei5CAwrIYq2KGEDRhK7CShprfYsU6GUrfHAZnkxMtJW%26__tn__%3DK-R%26eid%3DARA-ZIxFVYAoRm9AdwDiAK905k49YNpuUBwvC9-iNV0r-j2R1D1SLzfaVkoz-1sukj6-dQzgkPP4JYtq%26fref%3Dmentions&data=02%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Ccea52d933d3645edbd6808d7c6cbbda7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637196450672076338&sdata=KBeCSbqQkWcO5uzIsWPIycAS%2FQI5hYKEU2TZEMyNdtE%3D&reserved=0
https://secure.afsc.org/onlineactions/u5OVQIazWUKFDUGJSEZa4A2?emci=3855b869-4378-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=18106bac-5478-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=729472
https://www.afsc.org/story/west-region-quaker-engagement-call-april-15-2020
mailto:MLeber@afsc.org
https://wagingnonviolence.org/2020/03/beautiful-trouble-guide-activism-coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR1ne52PncbBUjuTirDzA7et-yjVUC8WTFqDkQrzbf3PL2p9cPz0PWndRJE
https://www.afsc.org/action/demand-lawmakers-drop-private-prison-contracts?emci=47116be5-5e70-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=e18804db-ef70-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=770453#utm_source=weekendreading032820&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading%C2%A0
https://www.afsc.org/content/caring-each-other-during-covid-19?emci=ebd5689e-bc75-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=fd6d5407-7076-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=770453#utm_source=weekendreading040420&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading
https://secure.afsc.org/onlineactions/tncAICXtBUOJMF1Xyzgmug2?ms=2020COVIDFB&fbclid=IwAR37Ou49faZ5LboMx6mzl9rn5ejFPb7uAhWJHvB55TXvO3Av9eOhN5Cmc3w
https://www.afsc.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/2Y14LyZi1UOZEb5a0jj85w2

