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An appeal to President Trumen to limmediately discontinue production of

the atomic bombh and to press for “commitments by all nations outlaidng the
stonic bonb end also war, vhich has developed the technology of mass desbruce
tion!, was iscved today by thirty-four religious and cducotional leaders. In
a joint statement, signed by George As Mttrick, Paul L. Scherer, John Jaynes
Holmes, Be cfeill Poteat, B. Stanley Jonos, Tobert L. Callioun, Braest Fremont

Tithle . Abrahom Cronbasch, and twenty~sixm others, the girnatories condewn Aneri-
] 2 AV L] [

cats use of the atomic bomb arainst Jepan which they call Yan atrocity of a

nev nmapgnitude', The unleashing of this "cosaic disturbance over Hiroshima

o mark "e new low of inhumanity™. The new missile

lan

and then Magasakl, is sald
yns  not uged to save ourselves in an vxltremity of desperation. “Je cannot
believe it was even essentinl to the defeat of Japan", say these leaders,

and they continue by saying: "Tts reclless and irresponsible employment

arainst an already virtuell: beaten foe i1l have to recelve judsment heforve

jas)
o

Cod and the conscicnce of humankind. It has our unnitigated condemnation o

The statement pointe out tHhat Tour own future fate is involved in tho
wartine use of the atomic bomb," that if it clinched vietory in the Pacific
it Msow ad the whivlwind!, which we may havo tb reap., Dount is cast upon the
Prosident's power to keep "the new demon' under control. TIf it is thought,
fthat no one else will over obtain the form:la or another effective one, or
viill ever obtain o specimen bomb, or will cver be able to visit our shores

with one in some future conflict, we must disapree", say tho signers.
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Expressing gratitude "for the scicabific achievement that lies behind
this weapon', the signers of tho stotemont assert their wish "to ses the new
power reserved for constructive civilian uses®.

Tollowing are the text of the shatemont and list of signatories, oll

of wnom have sipned ss individuels and not representing organlzations.

THE USE OI' THE ATOMIC BOLB

e rmet | poba A mr ot b ebaAi R oA A b e 10

“Te have obf last schieved the Atomle fombe In the lethal race apainst
Germany, we ot there first. 1t was too late to try out our homb on the Ger-
mans but there woes still time to test it in the centers of bwo Japancse clltles.
Tt d3.d its work thoroughly and the hcart of each city is atomlzod nnd the "dead
arc too numerous to count!,

our nations! leadors onnouncesd this vrith satisfrebions e do not shore
this senbimente. 7o believe wo havo committed an otrociby of a now magnitude;
and though technienlly it may not contravens the recognized rules of "eivi-
Liredlwarfore, in essonece it violobes cvery instinet of humanity., If it is
coverud by no acceptod ropulotion tﬁut is boeausc it is owbside the cntirc codo
of humna rclationships.

e have repeatedly volcod our condemnabion of obliforution acsrial bomb-
hinge  Japan woas universally and rightly conderned Tor the bombing of Chincse
citios with their civilian populations. o have descended stop by step to an
equally low levol of morol oulp@bility by the systemotic wiping out of halfl
o hundred Japancse cities, most of which hove offered no sericus dofensc.

3ub this now weapon opons new arcas for our moral judgmont, “While

wo woro ostentatiously amnouncing in advance the doom of ono wfter another

of the smaller enemy citics, end cnlling it werey, wo suddenly unlcashod by
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parachubte over the large city of IHiroshima, and then of Wepasaki, this "cosmic
disburbance" which has dragged the wer and all of us with it, to a new low of
inhumanity. This new missile of two thousand times the magnitude of our attacks
hitherto, was not used to save ourselves in an extremity of desperation. Ve
cannot believe it was even essential to the defeat of Japan. Its reckless and
irresponsible employment against an already virtually beaten foe will have to
receive judpment before C(od and the conscience of humenkind. It has our un-
nitigated condemnation.

Our own future fate is involved in this wartime use of the atomic bombe
e agree with Hunson Baldwin's comment, that tye clinched victory in the Pa-
cific, but we sowed the whirlwind". Ye may have to reap not only the whirlwind
of rvevenpe and retaliation at so colossal a crine as we havecommlitted against
other human beings by its indiscriminabe usey This very missile may be the
instrument pf our own destruction as o nation. OQur President gravely assures
us that the new demon will be carefully kept in control. II this mocans that
no one else will ever obtain the formla or another effective one, or will
ever obtain a specimen bomb, or will ever be able to visit our shores, with one

in some Tuture conflict, we must disagree. e have now brought forth the new

weapon that the world has been sceling and yet dreading. Now we shall have

4o take the conscquences. We arce grateful for the scientific achievement

e
that lies behind this weapon, and we wish o see the new power reserved for
“sonstructive, civilian uses. The spiritual nature of man is challenpged . to
pchicve this. Bubt, if once we legitimatizc use of the Atomic Bomb for encmy
destruction, no power can again bring this new death-cnerpgy within bounds.

e, therefore, with o sensc of the ubmost urpgency protest against all fur-

thor use of the atomic bomb ond we respectfully aslk the President to toke
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immediate steps to discontinue its production; and, to press for commitments
-
by &ll nations outlawing the atomic bomb and a lso war which has developed

the technology of mass destructions
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Prof.Roland H. Bainton Yale Divinity School

Reve A.D.Beittel, DJD, Prosident, Tallpdepa College, Ala.

Reve Georpe A. Buttriclk, Db, fiadison Avenue Prosbyterien Church

Prof’s Robart F. Calhoun, D Tale Divinity School

Reve J.lenry Carpentor, ‘., "rooklyn Church and Mission Federation
Frankiin D.Cogswell Sveretary, Missionary Education lovement
Rabhi Abrsham Cronbach, DeD. Eebrew Union College, Cincimnnati, Ohio
Prors “alt.r ' Davison Unlon Theological Seminary, Now York

Roeve Phillips Po Bllictt, D.D. Tirvat Prosbytérian Church, ﬁréoklyn, ToYs
Mar Tarquharson Formur member, Washinpgton Shate Scnatu
Reve John Haynes Holme:i, Dela Comnunity Church, Hew York

Profs Cherles Iplehort Undon Theological Seminary, Ne. Vork

Reve Be Svanley Jones, D.D. lilsslonary end covanpgelistd

Rove John Paul Jons . Union Chureh of "oy Ridpo, Jroollym, .Y,
Profs Nufus li. Jones Oualcr author and leader

Reve. John flowland Lathrop, D.D. Chuich of Qur Suvier, ‘rooklyn, 1,7,

Reve Sanuel We ardble, I.D. Yrinitr Lwethodist Church, Dsnver, Colorado
Alfrsd De loowe Forcipn Missions Conforence of dWorth Americo
Rove Ay, Je luste Co~secretary, Fellowship of Reconeciliation
ﬁev. Jas s Myors Federal Council of churches Industbrial Depto
Kirby Pare Author und lecturcr, La Habra, California
Mrss Henry Hill Pisrce Sceorctary, Epliscopal Pacifist rellowship

Clerenece Piokstd tzoecutive Secerotary, American Friends Ser. Com.



Revs Bawin jicteill Poteatl, Doﬁ.

Dorothy Lis Robarts

Rev, John Moevin Sovre

Ruve raul B. Scherer, D.D.

Proftinltar 3. Sikus

Profs Arthur Le Swift, Jrs D.D.

Reve winourn T. Thomos, DD

Peve wracst Fremont Tittle, D.U.
swald Carrison Vills rd

Ruve Theocors D. ialser

., D.Ds

B. Raymond ilson

6
Progident, Colpate-kochestor Divinits School
Formurly missionary in China
Co-georutory, Followship of Reconciliotion

Luthsran Church of the Holy Trinity
)

<
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“erea Gollegu, Jentucky

nion Yhaolopgical Scminary, ITew fork
Student Voluntuer Movement, ijew York
Tirst Muthodist Church, hkvanston, Illinois
Avthor wnd journalist

Scoretary, . .Y, Fellowship ol heconcilintion

Friends Committee on National Legislation



