AFSC Midwest Digest — March 2021

Highlights of work from around the region

JUSTICE

MICHIGAN DAY OF
EMPATHY

Protecting the dignity of pregnant people who are incarcerated

As part of the Michigan Day of Empathy on March 2, Natalie Holbrook of the Michigan
Criminal Justice Program will moderate a panel on “civic oversight for pregnant people
in prison” at 3 pm ET. Register here. AFSC was mentioned in this article about
prioritizing the COVID-19 vaccine for those in Michigan prisons, where 14 people have
died over a recent 30-day period. The program also co-sponsored an event on writing to

community members at Women’s Huron Valley prison.
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Jennifer Bing

Interviews highlight work for Palestinian human rights

The Colorado Center for Freedom and Justice recently interviewed Jennifer Bing of
AFSC and Shaina Low of Defense of Children International-Palestine about their work
on the No Way to Treat a Child campaign. The discussion covered legislation in
Congress and ways people can help work for justice for Palestinian children. A
Canadian podcast featured Jennifer and her colleague, Jehad Abusalim, on the history
of Palestine and AFSC’s work in support of Palestinian human rights.



https://act.thedreamcorps.org/event/DOE-2021/88/?source=dcweb-redirect
bit.ly/DOE2021
https://www.michiganadvance.com/2021/02/17/prisoners-should-be-a-priority-for-covid-vaccinations-advocates-say/
https://www.facebook.com/events/229826522087492/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A2472929143003367%7D%7D%5d%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/CFJColorado/videos/417014879592629/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUUHrqjqdHM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.afsc.org/audio/podcast-freepalestine-featuring-jennifer-bing-jehad-abusalim

DACA recipients in lowa share their hopes about new legislation
Berenice Nava with the Iowa Immigrant Rights Program and David Calderon, an AFSC
alum, recently joined other DACA recipients to talk about the reintroduction of the

DREAM Act and hopes for citizenship for all immigrants. Jowa Public Radio quotes

Berenice: "Seeing now that the Dream Act has been reintroduced feels good that
possibly more people will benefit from this, but I would also like something bigger so
that other people who have been here longer than us can benefit from it." See below for
upcoming action steps in support of “Citizenship for All.”
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Standing up to anti-Asian racism

As we hear more reports of harassment and attacks against Asians around the U.S.,
Mary Zerkel and Zareen Kamal of AFSC Chicago share some ways you can help
respond to racism and build the safe and peaceful communities we all deserve. Debbie
Southorn of AFSC shares about work to close the final five youth prisons in Illinois and
the good news of an upcoming newsletter for incarcerated youth.
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https://www.facebook.com/afscdesmoines/videos/718389645540556
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/ipr-news/2021-02-05/new-legislation-makes-iowas-daca-recipients-hopeful?fbclid=IwAR2jPZXpNQMpihsnxzfjZQZTCXleMoxb1sXT-pfoAAhfdvZBDfbzzY6x7R0
https://www.afsc.org/blogs/news-and-commentary/standing-to-anti-asian-racism?utm_source=weekendreading021321&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekendreading&emci=a1dce673-2472-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&emdi=ab51d4bf-7f73-eb11-9889-00155d43c992&ceid=770453
https://twitter.com/Final5Campaign

Valentines encourage school leaders to drop harmful policies

The weekend prior to Valentine’s Day, AFSC’s organizing family in St. Louis got
together virtually to write love notes to decision makers across area school districts,
encouraging them to challenge harmful policies around security and safety that
contribute to the school-to-prison pipeline. Check out more in the St. Louis newsletter,

and listen to Joshua Saleem of AFSC on empowering students for change.
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Discussion Topics:

* Do you see similarities in policies in your

school from East Side High?

* Does Joe Clark consider whats best for the
youth based on his opinion or theirs?

* How did you feel about the scene between
Sams and Joe Clark on the roof? "You Smoke
Crack Don't Ya"?

Watch parties spur awareness and action

Principal Mauri Friestleben from North High School in Minneapolis joined in a recent
Youth Undoing Institutional Racism (YUIR) post-movie discussion of Lean on Me,
sharing breaking news that her high school, along with other schools in the metro area,
have lead in their water. Please watch and spread the word. YUIR is asking, “How do
we organize around this issue?” Stay in touch with the Twin Cities work via Facebook
Instagram and Twitter.



https://www.afsc.org/story/st-louis-newsletter-february-2021
empowering%20students%20in%20school%20for%20change
https://www.facebook.com/yuirtc/videos/1310474929338530
https://www.facebook.com/yuirtc/
https://www.instagram.com/yuirtc/
https://twitter.com/yuirtc

Wednesday, March 3, at 5 pm CT: A Call to action: A Roadmap to Citizenship for All

Hear from AFSC immigrant rights advocates and directly impacted leaders as they
share why we must advocate for humane principles that truly protect our communities
in our call for a roadmap to citizenship for all. We will also discuss opportunities for
legislation and how you can get involved. Register today.

Thursday, March 4, 4 p.m. CT: Citizenship for All Virtual Phone Bank

Join people across the country in making phone calls to members of Congress
advocating for citizenship for all and an end to inhumane practices of detention and
deportation. We will provide you with training and answer any questions you may
have. This event is in partnership with our co-host, NAKASEC, and the Interfaith
Immigration Coalition. Register today.

Sunday, March 7, 6 p.m. CT: A Quaker call to Citizenship for All

Join AFSC and FCNL as we put forward our powerful vision of justice for

immigrants —aligning with Quaker values and understanding —in our call for
Citizenship for All, no exclusions. Hear from immigrant rights advocates and directly
impacted immigrant leaders in exploring the principles of just immigration policy and
specific calls to action to make this vision real. Register today.

Grateful for your support

Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please support AFSC by donating
now; please consider becoming a Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for
sharing this subscription link for the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter. Thanks!

American Friends
Service Committee


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcall-to-action-roadmap-to-citizenship-all%3FWEB21LP0225HMM%2520&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243775680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B7RN7uJpIDylyhzRbWppb6q7cZKkcULziHyomz4R42s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcall-to-action-roadmap-to-citizenship-all%3FWEB21LP0225HMM%2520&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243775680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B7RN7uJpIDylyhzRbWppb6q7cZKkcULziHyomz4R42s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcall-to-action-roadmap-to-citizenship-all%3FWEB21LP0225HMM%2520&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243775680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2B7RN7uJpIDylyhzRbWppb6q7cZKkcULziHyomz4R42s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcall-to-action-roadmap-to-citizenship-all%3FWEB21LP0225HMM&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243785676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B%2F5TJejTOufGevq2zCwQaX9YJWri6SKB%2Fj2DIMkHJE8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcall-to-action-roadmap-to-citizenship-all%3FWEB21LP0225HMM&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243795671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KuUPSdMCb3Tb1%2BUKYavalqn4NeXhIK%2BgGJZFv9UqPsI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcitizenship-all-virtual-phone-bank%3FWEB21LP0225HMM&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243795671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QIVRhnIR2ENyuBZX36JwhGkvTha2JyG6d0hrMSFmIcM%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fcitizenship-all-virtual-phone-bank%3FWEB21LP0225HMM&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C6614b2c0d2ee459e605b08d8da985ea7%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499695243815661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Jm3eYHhEY5nVjk5PvcbRZb7jQ4jxom7pUdLcsK%2BO2TQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afsc.org%2Faction%2Fquaker-call-to-citizenship-all%3FWEB21LP0225HMM&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cbd56d05ad622442de49e08d8da9e160d%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637499719797203316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RoJ%2Bh6AwRuy7BkwKB9qtrId4J3L9zW7%2FxSKQn8RsFOY%3D&reserved=0
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