AFSC Midwest Digest - February 2022

Highlights of work from around the region

Grace Griffin

Working to abolish injustices in St. Louis

“I live in East St. Louis, Illinois, and inequalities in housing and education are all
problems in my community,” says Grace Griffin. Along with her brother, Yosiyah,
Grace was featured in the latest Humans of St. Louis. “I wanted to help abolish those
injustices, so I became a member of the AFSC Youth Council.” A good example of this
work is a new lawsuit about the relationship between schools and the police.
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Alicia Brown addresses a Chicago rally. Photo: Isiah ThoughtPoet Veney

Working in Chicago to #FreeThemAll

The latest newsletter of the Chicago Peacebuilding Program includes the
announcement of their new Instagram account and a blog post from Alicia Brown.
“Today, young people in Chicago and across the country are organizing under the call
to #FreeThemAll,” Alicia writes. “We’re calling for the release for all people from
incarceration—and demanding investments in our communities instead.”
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FHumansofSTL&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C0636ac0df5a24f3be5dc08d9e6635bdb%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637794136700106385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fKDzi9gdteInXWTfWSEH%2FuG4pOAXTlBBCSLcNymPQfo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.afsc.org/newsroom/advocates-file-lawsuit-over-st-louis-public-schools%E2%80%99-refusal-to-disclose-records-relationship
https://www.afsc.org/story/january-2022-updates-chicago-peacebuilding
https://www.instagram.com/afscchipeace/
https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll

r® |
[

a |
Sl il Y

i
-

4
| B8
sr‘-: g

BT Y

(LN =

RS

A view of Hebron Photo: ennifer Bi

New reports focus on Israeli apartheid

The Chicago Palestine Activism Program’s latest update includes support for Amnesty
International’s new report Crime of Apartheid: The Government of Israel's System of
Oppression Against Palestinians. Late last year, the Al Mezan Center for Human
Rights issued a report on Israeli apartheid in the Gaza Strip. Tell Congress to stop the
displacement of Palestinians, then join the next No Way to Treat a Child webinar on
February 8. Learn more from AFSC staff Jehad Abusalim and Jennifer Bing.

Supporting women in prison during Covid

The entire Michigan prison system is experiencing COVID-19 on a scale that free
people cannot imagine, according to the latest newsletter from the Michigan Criminal
Justice Program. The long-time overcrowding of the women’s prison has exacerbated
the inhumane and repressive nature of the punishment system during COVID 19.
AFSC is working from many angles to pressure the governor, the director of the
Michigan Department of Corrections, and the legislature to create more outside
oversight of the conditions at Women’s Huron Valley prison. Advocates want outside
expertise to inform the ongoing responses for COVID-19. Hear these testimonies from
the women in prison.


https://www.afsc.org/story/much-to-do-2022
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F41341105%2F328380666%2F944194745%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzU1OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI3NTA3N2E2Ni0zMDg0LWVjMTEtOTRmNi0yODE4NzhiODUxMTAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DST5M9rgZf5FzGC2hb9H0Ami_ruCIvEEN1IE2oQLE3vM%3D%26emci%3Dd08be4a2-e582-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442%26emdi%3D75077a66-3084-ec11-94f6-281878b85110%26ceid%3D770453&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cd85eaadd7e40473e473508d9e6545b5b%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637794073810846873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3NiD6N4c2RECSu8988P7D%2BisiOlrlCMERMaWJ1gQC5k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F41341105%2F328380666%2F944194745%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzU1OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI3NTA3N2E2Ni0zMDg0LWVjMTEtOTRmNi0yODE4NzhiODUxMTAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DST5M9rgZf5FzGC2hb9H0Ami_ruCIvEEN1IE2oQLE3vM%3D%26emci%3Dd08be4a2-e582-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442%26emdi%3D75077a66-3084-ec11-94f6-281878b85110%26ceid%3D770453&data=04%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cd85eaadd7e40473e473508d9e6545b5b%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C637794073810846873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3NiD6N4c2RECSu8988P7D%2BisiOlrlCMERMaWJ1gQC5k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.afsc.org/action/tell-congress-support-end-to-israels-forced-displacement-palestinians?utm_campaign=weekendreading&utm_source=weekendreading0129&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA22WR0129&emci=5cc1d44b-5a80-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442&emdi=02eb8a8b-0781-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442&ceid=770453
https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/nwttac_webinar_20220208
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/opinion/tantura-massacre-executioners-are-believed-over-victims
https://daysofpalestine.ps/gaza-siege-an-ongoing-crime/?emci=d08be4a2-e582-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442&emdi=75077a66-3084-ec11-94f6-281878b85110&ceid=770453
https://mailchi.mp/afsc/emergencyactionsforthevalley?e=237445e683
https://soundcloud.com/afscmcjp/sets/testimonies-from-the-valley?si=79d58f44aa2e4a05827e6a9bcf11f6b4&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/afscmcjp/sets/testimonies-from-the-valley?si=79d58f44aa2e4a05827e6a9bcf11f6b4&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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JAN 19TH

5:30-7PM CST
VIRTUAL VIA

SIHAM ABDI JUNIOR NDUNZI KUNSUNGA SENIOR zoom
UOFM MACALESTER COLLEGE REGISTRATION
LINK IN BIO
YOUTH PANELISTS:
e
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MALAKI-MILTON JACKSON TAJELLE FREEMAN SENIOR, JADE DAVIS SENIOR,

SOPHOMORE, UNIVERSITY OF DE LASALLE HS CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
ST. THOMAS

Youth look at how far we’ve come, how far we have to go

AFSC Twin Cities’ latest YUIR OK—Now What? focused on the legacy of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and integration given the rise of racial incidents in Minnesota
that have made a national impact. “Our celebration was so beautiful,” says Shanene
Herbert, who directs AFSC’s Healing Justice Program in the Twin Cities. “We know
youth and youth work, and we’re proud of the good work we do despite all the
obstacles.” Check out this recap of work from 2021 and plans for 2022.
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Congrats to Endi Montalvo-Martinez, left, and Lyric Sellers. photo: ACLU lowa

Students lead effort to end school resource officers in Des Moines schools

The ACLU of lowa recently presented its Robert Mannheimer Youth Advocacy Award
to Endi Montalvo-Martinez and Lyric Sellers. The teens worked to end school resource
officers (SROs) in the Des Moines Public Schools. Mannheimer was an AFSC alum who
served on the regional executive committee, assisted dozens of conscientious
objectors with their legal issues, and helped set up Friends House in Des Moines.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BMAnznxxE32AknnnntxN60NvXbGrDwiK/view
https://www.aclu-ia.org/en/press-releases/students-who-helped-remove-police-des-moines-schools-win-aclu-mannheimer-youth?initms_aff=ia&initms_chan=eml&utm_medium=eml&initms=220127_affcampaign_mannheimer_gradead_sail&utm_source=sail&utm_campaign=affcampaign&utm_content=220127_civilliberties_mannheimer_gradead&af=1usyQxHgtHeI0hRdmwfZB4QMWLJjYfZKV5zrmOZDI7WQfWakRExP1j1QpfmwFsffyPzccjN3JCOtL/8Ohqvqsg%3D%3D&ms_aff=ia&ms_chan=eml&ms=220127_affcampaign_mannheimer_gradead_sail

Short takes

Join AFSC’s #FreeThemAll actions around the country on Valentine’s Day
weekend....Applications are due February 4 for the Real Student Safety Fellow in St.
Louis and February 16 for the Cary Fellow with the Palestine Activism Program....Join
AFSC Iowa alums for their Immigration 101 virtual training on Friday, February 4 at
noon CT....Check out AFSC’s new Planned Giving website, our statement about
military escalation in Russia and Ukraine, and our new Emerging Leaders for
Liberation youth cohort.

Grateful for your support

Please renew your support of AFSC by donating now; please consider becoming a
Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Thanks for sharing this subscription link for
the Midwest Digest, and check out AFSC Midwest on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter. Thank you!
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https://www.afsc.org/FreeThemAll
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=e0a401d4-5bcd-49ba-9590-3ec94828849e
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=e0a401d4-5bcd-49ba-9590-3ec94828849e
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=b47b9590-0b2e-4f71-8b1e-59c728745d23
https://iowammj.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=78&cid=3291&cs=96d08a0350482eb609bbe4df1254cd91_1643818005_168
https://legacyofpeace.afsc.org/
https://www.afsc.org/newsroom/military-escalation-russia-and-ukraine-dangerous?utm_campaign=weekendreading&utm_source=weekendreading0129&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA22WR0129&emci=5cc1d44b-5a80-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442&emdi=02eb8a8b-0781-ec11-94f6-c896650d4442&ceid=770453
http://www.afsc.org/ell
http://www.afsc.org/ell
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.afsc.org/ea/midwest-digest-newsletter?submit=Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest

