
FRI.EN"DS INTFJmATIONAL CEl)!TERS 

The Friends International Center is an attempt to e::tpress in action 
the religious idea that, since all mankind without any exception are the chil­
dren of one God, the common aims and aspirations which can unite outnumber 
the things which divide. 

A meeting-place is found where men and women of all nationalities, all 
religious beliefs, and all social, economic, and political convictions can 
worship and work, talk and play together in an atmosphere of understanding. 
This hospitable home is located in an area of tension between nationalities 
or where exceptional international influence gives a center of good will a 
wide opportunity. In the midst of rioting Calcutta or near the UNESCO offi­
ces in Paris, a Friends Center seeks to provide a chance for differences of 
opinion to be examined with a detachment impossible in other surroundings. 
With lectures on contr.oversial subjects by persons of demonstrated capacity, 
with discussion groups gathered from all classes to search for basic truths 
which reconcile differences, and above all with the opportimity for religious 
e:xperience in silent worship which speaks to all men and is thus non-sectarian, 
these Centers strive to reach across barriers toward a world ruled by love. 

In each Center the program and housing and organization of personnel 
differ. But each is a friendly gathering place with a staff of Friends or 
like-minded people whose a.p:proach ii, non-sectarian, and in each, adults and 
young people share ideas a.nd seek for the understanding which disregards 
frontiers. 

Growing out of the relief work of World War I, a number of Friends 
International Centers were jointly sponsored by the Friends Service Council 
of England and the American Friends Service Committee. In some countries 
International Centers have been started by the Yearly Meeting of Friends, in 
that country. But when World War II came and prevented the support of British 
and American ~uakers, these small lloases of understandingll were somehow kept 
alive by local Friends and other concerned persons, and they stand today with 
this wider international backing and with their validity tested in the years 
of war. 

The American Friends Service Committee at present takes part in the 
jointly sponsored Centers in New York, Paris, Geneva, Calcutta and Shanghai, 
assists as req_uested with staff, financial help or books and literature the 
locally maintained Centers in Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Oslo, Delhi, Peiping 
and Hawaii. In Kingston, Jamaica, a Center is jointly sponsored by the 
Friends Service Council, the American Fri.ends Board of Missions, and the 
American Friends Service Committee. 

In a post-war world of hunger, and fear, and disillusionment, the Friends 
International Center faces a challenge that may well be the greatest ever pre­
sented to the Society of Friends - a challenge to help heal and reconcile an 
embittered world. 

American Friends Service Commit tee 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

6895 - A 
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FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTERS ------ -------.--
Centers Desk 

Jointly sponsored El. FSC and Q_e_E;~§. ~esk, AFSC_, with the helJ2 of ~l Friends: 

Quaker International Centre 
17, rue Notre Dame des Champs 
Paris 6e, France 

Friends' Centre 
169 !uan Ming Yuan Road 
Room 507 
Shanghal. 0, China 

International Friends Center 
10 rue de la Madeleine 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Friends' Centre 
l Upper Wood ,Street 
Calcutta, India 

SKonsored ~ local Friends with th~e_ £l!llP of FSC and Centers D~, AFSC: 

Q,uakercentrurJ1 
Raphaelplein 2 
Amsterdam z, The Netherlands 

Jointly s:eonsored El. Jamaica Year_:I:y Meeting, .AFBM, FSQ, and Ce_nte~ Desk, AFSC: 

Sponsored by local ?riends: 

Kingston Centre 
11 Caledonia Avenue 
Crossroa<l.s 
Jamaica, B ,W .I. 

Scandinav5.an Quaker Center 
Vendersgade 29 
Cop,cnhagen IV, Derunarlt 

Spon~~d by FSC: 

London Internatfonal Centre 
32 Tavistock Square 
London, W. C. 1, England 

*Louisa Roberts 
c/o C .B .S .R .A. 
HQ. Vienna Area 
APO s/564 
British Troops, f,.ustri.a 

-:fRanjit Chetsingh 
Quaker Centre 
24 Rajpur Road 
Delhi, Ind.in 

* with help frorn C_onters Desk, AFSC 

Myrtle A. Wright 
'.1.\,engen Alle 9 
Vinderen i Aker, Norway 

**Lucy Burtt 
Yenching University 
Peiping West 
North China 

*-)(· ·with help from Centers Desk, AFSC, and contributors in United States to special 
Lucy Burtt Fund. 



-;~*-l(·Quakei· House 
!+50 East 52nd Stroot 
N<:)W York 22, New York 

- 2 _, 

~-·B·IntEJrnational Student House 
1825 R Street, N. W. 
WashJ.ngton 9, D. C. 

EIJ2_onso1·ed bJI: Arch Street Missj.on Boara., .Ph:Llccc1el;pM.a, with he!:J!_ from local FE.~ 
and somo holp from AF.SC: 

*,){'*Fri.ends Center 
1t,-1 Chome, Ml tad,d. Machi 
Sh:Lba, MJ.nato-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 

-lHi·* At present not in C0nters Dusk 1-:irop;ra.m. 

This is not intendac1 as a final statem,mt on tho sponsorship of vcrious Friencls 
Intemat:tonc.l Centers. It is dr;_nv:1 up pritnci,rily as ~ mr'l.ili~ ]..~'!::, for Centers 
OVE)rooa.s n.nd. :i.s sub,ject to change. 

Centers Dosk 
t\mor.i.co,n }'riencls Cforvice Committee 
20 Gouth lPth i'Jtreet 
Philadelphia 7, Pen.nsylvani". 



THE 9,UAYs.ER CEt!T:'.'IRS - THEIR ORIGIN Al'JD SIGNIFICAUCE 

Excerpt from "Friends in Europe 11 Rcmdbook of The 
Soci0ty. of Friends in Eu.rope published by FriGnds 
1forld Committee for Consultation, Friends Rouse, 
Lond.on. 

In a wid.ely acce;oted st8.toment concerning the "Friends World Committee 11 pre­
pared by the Secretar~' of the American Section i:1 1942, at a time when th,0.t Section 
was acting in some measure on behalf of the whole World Committee, there appe'l.rs the 
fol lowing passage: 

11 The international nature of the Society of Friends is tho outgrowth 
of three distinct movements. Ono we usually refer to as missions; 
the second as a sorrice of relief ancl reconstruction, and the third 
as Q,uaker Ernbassies. 11 

It is sometimes supposed, on the contrary, the.t tho ·Q,11aJrnr Embassies, or C0nters 
as they comG to be known later, were o. simple contimJ.P,tion of the war and post-war 
relief and reconstruction service of Friends. It has boen suggested that, just as 
in the missionary movement a passion to scwe so1.lls had necessarily involved the care 
of minds and bodies, so, conversely, the later pre-occup;;.tion in Europe with the ro­
lief and rehabilitation of starved bodies and distra1J€ht minds led inevitably to a 
concern for spiri tw,.l reconstruct ion. Thero is just enough truth in this le.st 
attractive generaliz2.tion to give it 0.11 air of plausibility. llut it is too neat and 
too simple. Indeed it is untrue; for it not only over-simplifies the motive.tions 
behind both Q,w,ker missions and. ~uaker relief service, ·out fails to take account 
of the significant fact that the initfa.tive for Q,unker Eir.bnssies predated the large 
scale relief service of the post-war period; furthermore this inithtive, as the 
record shows, was directed to each and eve.ry aspect of humccn life - physic.a:)., mental 
and spiritual. In fact, the most significant and potent force in the Embassy con­
cept was precisely the rounded, or integratGd, nature of its ap10eal to human 
personality as a whole, and to humanity as a whole, irrespective of nation, race or 
class. 

The first statement of the Q,ualrer Centre idea was contained in a little 
pamphlet entitled Q,uakor Emba.ssies published in 1918 by Carl Reath, who, with wide 
experience in international affairs, had b,2en drawn into fellowship with Friends 
through activity in the fields of peace and relief service, and st ill more through 
appreciation of that practical m,rsticism which characterized Q,uakerism at its best, 

llut the most ad.eq_uate brief description of the original concept is perhaps con­
tained in a Report written by the same Friend some years later, as Secretary of the 
Friends Council for International Service, when the work: of British and American 
Friends had developed in nearly a score of countries. It reads as follows: 

11The concept ion of the 111.B.crnr Embassy, the original seed out of which 
came the C. I.S ., was an embas§X of the Cii;z of God to eve.x g;:eat 
Cit;y: Q,[ MAA. To preach the Gospel, yes, but not to preach only. 
An integral life was to be den10nstr·:ttec1 whic.h, in its freedom, joy 
and intellii;ence would draw men and women of goodwill everywhere. 
At the heart of each emb,,.ssy was worship, that loving cultivation 
of the presence of God, and in its activism, be it relief, recon­
struction 1,mrk, ed_ucqtional service, medical and sanitary aid, peace 
activity, prison service, clubs, lectures, research or what not, the 
embassies would. set forth Christ anew, in the largeness and str-8ngth 
of th2.t apnlied m,Tsticism which is characteristic of the 1uaker Socicty. 11 



Assuredly this was the hitch the Q,w,1!r.er wagon to n star! Q,uantitatively 
speaking it was audacious· to imagine that trw Uttle Society of Fricmds could bring 
within the purview of its intornat ional sorvJ.ce 11 e,,erJ' groat Cl.ty of Man. 11 It was 
even more audacious, perhaps, to suppos8 tbf,.t the Q,11Al::er 1'diplomats 11 who bore, at 
home and abroad, the main responsibility for directing the J<1Inbassios would in fact 
bo .also boll§. fide rEJproscntatives of the City of God on earth. 

Nevertholess, rec;arding thor.e claims and aims with a r0C1.sonable sense of per­
spoctive and humour, the obstorvor c.~.nnot but be struck by the creativeness of the 
root idem, and .. by the remarkable rEisul ts of the cnterpr ise when measured <'tgainst tho 
vastness of the fields of ope1rations and the slender mA.terial and personal re­
sources available. 

Summing up an exhaustive study an.a. analysis of the record, Willis Hall in bis 
Q.~t International l![Ork in Europ,, sine~ 1914 wrote as follows: 

IIIt must be granted that not all of their plans bn.ve been ·completely 
real izecl. This may or mny not bo duo to the human 1 imitations which 
fa.iled to tako sufficient account of cli:fficulti.es, or which failed to 
see tho road through these cliffl:cuJ.tios, ancl it is thoroforc, imposdble 
to ascertain how far such plnns would. h:Ive been helpful in attaining 
tho ends sought for in tho int.ornational work of Friends had. they been 
successfully carried through, .. :But their manuscript records and. the 
written minutes of thoir official work ,,,re definite evidence that very 
:few of the important events which have threatonecl the peace an.cl well­
being of Europe since the World. W~;r heve escaped. thoir attention. The 
Q,uaker Intcrnat ional Centres have been one of the great factors whi.ch 
bnvo mn.cle thcrne problm,1s appear rec,l and vital to many members of the 
Society of Friemls and to others who have in some way come in touch 
wi.th the work, II (p. 199) 

The final scmtonce gives one clu~ to tho relatively potont influence of the 
''.l,w1.ker Contras. It was inhorront in the conce:pt that Friends themselves would only 
be one element in tho wholEJ, To find Friend.a, l'fl.ther than to make them, wns a 
common slogan o·f the International Sorvico in the inter-war period. Whe:tlrnr tb'ose 
collaborators who· were found, and cmtor.ed actively into the spiritunl and or@;an­
izational activities .of the Centres ev8rywhere 1 · ever bec~,me members was a. secondary 
q_uosti.on. The Wider 1m.ker Fcll.owship (as the sympathizers and co-workers who re­
tained other religious. affilin.t ions or none, came to be1 known subseq_uently) was, 
moreover, supplem,mf,ecl by vnr?ing degrees of corpora to. co-operation wl.th like- · 
inind.ed n.nd liks-motivecl bodies of person,1, for a wid.o vari'oty of colllElon pm·poses, 

Evidently the Contros could only be points of departure a.ncl of solectiiro in­
fluence, as it wore, For thc,.t reason they wore of set purposo ostablishccl at places 
that provided opportunities for maxii.nurn cont~.ct with, and impact upon, contemporary 
events. 

If continuntal Europe be consiclc,i;ed the main fi.Gld of Q,uaker Centro experimen­
tation - as in fact it was, :for a variety of raasons which may or may not remain 
valid in the future - th.on the number of rogt1larl;;' organized centres, jointly sup­
ported by the Friencls Servico Cou.nc il n.nd the American Friends Service Col1llllitteo, 
was at no time greater than 8 (Borlin, Frnnk:furt, NUt)rtiberg, Vienna 1 Warsaw, Moscow, 
Paris and Gonev,,). :By 1938 they had. boen reduced to half that number (Berlin, 
Vienna, Paris and. Genova), although the ·1mkor Me,,ting,1 which sprang up in other 
places (Holland, Sw,:,1den, Czechoslovakia and. the older Meetings - Norway and Denmark) 
were influoncod c;reatly by the Centre idoa and. engaged in ,,rork on similar lines. 
Moreover in 1939 new International Centres were opened in Amsterdam and Copenhagen 
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and continued until the progress of the WP.r made international work impossible. The 
London International Centre was started in December, 1941. 

It is possible here neither to write a history of the (l,uaker Centres, nor to 
discuss the wi.de range of activi tfos, which differed in aceordance with varying en­
vironments and personalities. It must suffiee to refer briefly to five aspects of 
the Centre Service which were not only significant in the inter-war period, but which 
canst itute some of the chi0f determining factors in any estimate of the future 
international service of Friends in tho world. It will be noted that these relate 
mainly to the internal organization of the Soci,,ty of Friencls and not to the Service 
itself, the results of which are smnmGd up in the passage from Willis Hall previ­
ously q_uoted, 

1. In tho first place, the Centres provided specific opportunities for ,joint 
undertakincs overse,a,s on the part of most of the separate groups of Friends in the 
United States; so thc.t that process of coming together in positive service, so 
helpfully begun in the reltef pGr iod, was continued over the years, with the effect 
of strengthening a common heritage and bridging tr8.ditional separations. 

2. In the seco!ld place, the Contres afforded a fruitful continua.nee of regular 
co-operation between the British and American groups of Friends, which co-operation 
bHd had its ups and downs in the relief period, a.nd might all too easily have fallen 
back into spora.dic int2rvisitation and conference, leaving the great bulk of Friends 
unaffected by the stimulating effects of difforences of outlook and experience. The 
achievement of this co-operation is su.mm8r ized by Willis Hall as follows: 

"The American Frionds gradually became more sym1Jathet ic toward.s the 
'"rork c::1rried on by the C.I~S. The A.F.S.C. was n0v1, ,,_,,eak, cautious, 
primarily concerned with relief, dependent to a la:i:'ge extent on non­
Friends for f1mds administered, and represented four 11 bre.nches" of 
,1,uakors which had had rather limited relations one with the other 
before 1917. Step by step from 1919 to 1925 it came to carry an 
almost Bq_ual share of the responsibi.lity with the C.I.S. in Europe 
as it slowly deve1oped into the regular International Centre work 
with permanent headq_uRrters and staffed with full time workers." 

3. Thirdly·, and even more importantlJr, the Centres gavo the Engl:i.sh-spea2{ing 
Friends points of permanent contact with groups of various European peoples who 
brought to the Quaker stock now contributions of thot(ght and insight, with values 
and emphases different from those in a pred.ominantly Anglo- Saxon tradition. The 
difference in outlook and atmosphere between the two Friends World Conferences, of 
1920 and 1937 respectively, is some measure of the change that came over the face 
of the Society. Moreover, among the minority of Friends who have been effectively 
brought into contact with these 11ew currents in ~uakerism the metamorphosis is much 
greater thal1 any over-all picture of the Society of Friends would suggest. 

4. Fourthly, it must be recognized that the role of the Centres has been 
auxiliary in the development of an international Society of Friends. The Centres 
themselves, on account of the primary administrative and financial responsibility 
devolving upon the A-nglo-American group of Friends through their Serive Conmittees, 
could not fail to reflect in some measure at least the attitudes and. policies of 
their chief promoters. :Sut much was done in different ways to bring indigenous 
groups into partnership, while the pa.rent societies were only too ready to concede 
and foster autonomy whenever, and wherei:.rer, any national group of Friends showed 
signs of wishing to stand upon its own feet. Tho Centres were not the permanent 
nuclei of such new national groupings; but they stood ready at hand to aid any 
movement toward independence, 
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5, Lastly, the existence of the Q,u:,Jrnr Contros .s.t strate6ic ple .. ces, ouch as 
Pn,ris, Berlin, Vienna ,,,.nd G·enevn, brour;ht rogul.ar op),ortunHies for the coJ.loction 
and dissomination to Friends far and wide of accm,o.to and. assind.l~ttod informn.tion 
concerning the many (JUestions (o.g. poaco, )Jono,l t1uw-;tions, slavflry, oducntion 1 otc.) 
of deep interest to Friends, Furthormore, the Centres provided. oftentimes both the 
training ground. and the facilities for discreet or opon intorvontion, as occr>.sion 
might warrant, in public affa.irs, whoro personal or corpor~.te concern dictn.tod it. 

In a word, the Contras constitute,l points of contact and charmols of communi­
cation at places calculated to maximize such knowled,;e, experionce and wisdom as 
Frion(ls might muster, working togethel' with lil,c-minded p0l'S0ns in the world today, 
They may not necessarily moot the nooo. of the corning years, B.t least in the snme 
form as heretofore. :But they have proved vital links in the chain of ~uaker de­
velopment tow'.lrd world-wide service and community, Ac such they are worthy of the 
sympathetic attention of all those who will carry forwoc1rd the "l,uaker International 
Service in the now post-war period. 

The oxtm:rnion of tho '6uaker Centre idea to tho :i!ln,st ma,· be, mentioned. The 
Shanghai Centre was established, primarily, to act as a centre of reconciliation in 
tho Pacific, It continues ,luring the war, but its first socrotary ,mbseq_uently 
opened a Centre at Chungki.ng, under a Committe,i of Friends Service Council, American 
Friends Service Committee, Friencls Ambulcmco Unit and C'.linose Friends. A Centre 
in Mid-India has now been moved to Delhi, and the Calcutta office of tho F .A. U, 
is a joint concern with the F,S.C., wi.th a view to it.s developing a wider service 
of reconciliation. It it, not unlilrnly th8.t n.fter tho w,1.r tho Q,uaker Centro ic10a 
will bo extoncled to other cou.ntrieci, particularly those where mission worlr exl.sts 
and also whore tho F.A.U. ha,I mad"e promising openings, 

Mimeographed 10/7/48 
American Friends Service Committee 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia. 7, Pennsylvania 

7390 



REPORT ON TWO YEARS OF A1JHINISTRATION OF FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTERS - -- --- - ------·:!fil-~ ·---- ------ ---

To understand and evaluate what has been done in the past two years of adminis­
tration of Friends International Centers by the staff and the Centers Sub-Conunittee 
of the American Friends Service Colllillittee, it seems well to begin wHh the situation 
at the beginning of the period, 

SITUATION IN 
DECEMBER 1945 

There was genuine uncertainty as to whether Friends International 
Centers should properly be under the auspices of the Service Commit­
tee rather than under some corumittee, like the Friends World Commit­

tee, which was a part of the Society of F1·ie11ds, There was confusion in the rela­
tionship of the Friends International Centers to the local Society of Friends in the 
countries where they were located, There had been a conference held at Honfleur, 
France, in 1939, to clarify the relationship of the Center with the sponsoring 
bodies, but the war had intervened to prevent the implementation of its decisions, 
and this relationship also was confused, '.l.'here was wide-spread realization that 
post-war changes required modification of some kind in program, with no clear-cut 
idea of what lines should be followed in making the mod.ifl.cation required. And there 
was pending before this committee a request to establish a Conter J.n Kingston, 
Jamaica, which could only be a.one by working out a 1uethod of cooperation with Friends 
Mission Board. 

STEPS 
TAKEN 

The first thing which had to be cle.rified was the question whether AFSC should 
continue the sponsorship of Friends International Centers at all. This was 
done by a definition of fu,.,ction, worked out from correspondence with Center 

workers, past and present, all over the world. The second step, in point of time, 
was the establishment of beginning lines of collaborationwith the American Friends 
Board of Missions in opening the Jamaica Center, which was done partly by corre­
spondence and partly by attendance by a member of this conunittee and its secretary 
at the Annual Meeting of the Mission Board in April, 1946, followed up by inter­
visitation between the four sponsoring bodies, Third, the secretary of this commit­
tee was sent to nine European countries where Center-1v0rk was in progress or was 
suggested, to help clarify the relationshJ.p of the Frl.ends Internatfonal Center to 
the Sogiety of Friends in the countries involved, and to work out new program lines, 
using the American Friends Service Committee's Memorandum FX-135 dated June 18, 1946 
and the Friends Service Council's letter 647 FJ·r/JW dated July 16, 1946 as the basis 
of both discussions, Fourth, a restatement of the relationship of the Friends Inter­
national Center to its sponsoring bodies, based on the decisions of the Conference of 
Honfleur, was worked out in consultation b;y members of staff and committees of the 
American Friends Service Committee, Frederick J. Tl'itton for Fri.ends Service Council 
and Louise Schmitt for France Yearly Meeting. 

POLICIES GOVERNING FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL CENTERS 

The forms given hereafter are those under which Friends International Centers 
are at present operating, and have been agreed upon as acceptable for such use by the 
participating bodies. They are, however, subject properly to amendment or revision 
by the joint meeting of the Ame1:ican Friends Service Committee's Centers and Policy 
Planning Sub-Committees, and in eccordance with the suggestions which may have been 
made at the .I\FSC Conference of' F'' .. eld Workers held in .Alllsterdam from October 30 to 
November 3, 1947. Changes would have to be submitted for consideration to the various 
sponsoring bodies affected, and the official form could only be made up after the 
results of such consideration are lmmm. The official form when finally reached 
should be sent to all Friends International Centers and their Local Center Connnittees, 
for their information and guidance, 



Policies governing Friends International Centers Page 2 

Sponsoril}!/i_ Bodies to be. consul +,ea. in ca::;e of Change 

in Over-all Policl.es 
Friends ~rvice Council 

in Policies for Ind:l.vidual Centers 
Paris Cente:c Committee - -
Geneva .Ad Hot: or Center Committee 
Calcutta Center Committee 

(if Kingston is affected) 
American Fri.ends Board of Missions 

and Shanghai Center Committee 
Friends Service Council Jamaica Center Committee 

agreement of these essential befo1:e 
any change can be considered va1ic1 

final decisions on program and staff 
rest with these committees, not with 
AFSC or FSC 

AFSC has no responsibility or control over policies of the National Friends Centers, 
where it is collaborating at the re(luest of the Local Group. 

CONTRIBUTION OF 
AFSC SPONSORSHIP 

. OF CENTERS 

The Society of Friends, acting through Friends International 
Centers sponsored by Frienil.s Service Council and the American 
Friends Service Cormni ttee, can p1·ovide a religious experience en­
ti.rely non··sectarian in char,i,cter, as it cannot do through Yearly 

Meetings or the Friends World Collllllittee. Reports from widely separated places indi­
cate the need for such a non-sectarj.an religious experience and the fact that no 
other body is prepared to render it. 

DEFINITION OF 
FRIENDS INTER­
NATIONAL CEN'.J'ERS 

Primarily the aim shouJ.d be a reHgiously motivated service to non­
Fri.ends in areas whore tension exi.sts between nations or groups, 
or where unusual opporttmities for international influence present 
themselves. The International Center should be the demonstration 

of a way of living which resolves conflict, and because it is maintained. by Fri.ends 
it should provide an atmosphere of calm where tensi.on may be lowered and diff'erences 
of opinion can be examined with a detachment otherwise impossiblEl. The traditional 
position of the Society of Friends as refusing to take part in co:ni'licts has made it 
peculiarly fitted to operate these non-partisan gathering places. 

The Friends International Centers are not primarily to undertake relief opera­
tions, although frequently and for a short period they may provide assi.stance. Such 
assistance should always be i.n such form that other organizf;.tions can use as a pattern 
for administration, or it should be such an operation that another organization may be 
found to take it over. Noi· should such Centers primarily work to extend the Society 
of Friends, although groups of convinced Friends are Hkely to grow up around them. 
These groups should be encouragc,d to organize separe.tely as Monthly Meetings and to 
have their own independent life. They should be tied to the local Yearly Meetings if 
such exist; and if not, should be under the care of some other established Yearly 
Meetl.ng. 

This service of international reconcili.ation through the operation of Centers 
falls into three classifications: 

(a) National Centers where a problem of internationa.l or group tension exists. 
In this type of Cerrter;t'he responsibility rests with the local Friends. The part the 
Friends Service Council and the American Friends Service Committee play is the supply .. 
ing of staff members when requested, or facilitating the visits of Friends and nons 
Friends who have some distinct contribution to make to the local situation. They have 
no responsibility for policy in these Centers. 

(b) Centers. at regional cross-1·oads, where international understanding can be 
crucial. In places where currents of national life cross as in Berlin, Vienna, Warsaw, 
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Calcutta or possibly some other Indian site, n1d Sh8.nghai, the organ5.zation of Friends 
International Centers is the responsibiUty of F,:iend.s Se:cvice Council, the American 
Friends Service Conimittee and tho local sponsoring group, acting as equal partners. 

(c) Centers at world cross-roau.s where the offjces of world political organiza­
tion or outstanding oppor-tunities of internat;_onal influence are located. In such 
places as New York, London, Paris, and Genova, the organizatj_on of Friends Interna­
tional Centers is the main responsibility of Friends Service Council and tho American 
Friends Service Committee with the cooperation of local Friends. 

There is general agreement in the principle of International rather than merely 
Anglo-American participation in staff and. sponsorship, as soon as the Ccntinental and. 
Asiatic groups of Friends and. like-minded persons inte:c·ested are able to assume their 
proportionate share 01' responsibility. It was agreed also that no Center should be 
established until properly qualified and concerned perso1mel were available. 

LINES OF 
PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT 

Recognizing our o,m national short-comings, we present this program out 
of our own great need to take part in a comnon search for a way of living 
that resolves conflict. We see the need for two-way interpretation of 
the basic issues and. ideals of the international community to each one 

of us, and of the hopes and dreams of each of us to the international community; for 
similar interpretation between local groups of Friends and the Society of Friends at 
large; and for explanation of the basic motivation which prompts the work of the Cen­
ter to those who make use of it. Such a program would be likely to include lectures 
on controversial subjects by persons of demonstrated capacity, and d.iscussion groups 
gathered from all classes to search for the basic truths which reconcile differences, 
but always it should provide the opportunity for religious experience in silent wor­
ship which speaks to all men and :Ls thus non-sectadan. In each Cente1·, details of 
program and housing and organization of staff will differ, but in each, workers who 
are Friends and. like-minded people join with adults and young persons to share ideas 
and. seek for the understanding which disregards frontiers. 

There is general agreement in the principle of preserving continuity of operation 
in Friends International Centers by long-term, five-to-ten-year, periods of service, 
with recognition of the necessity foi· provisions of security at the close of such serv­
ice; in the use of one staff member, or Senior Personnel based. on the Center, having 
the highest possible qualifications in an effort to reach the higher levels of govern­
ment, and of educational and. cultural life; and i.n the selection of staff at a given 
Center to cover as many levels of culture as it is possible to meet, having special 
emphasis on an effort to make contact with laboring people. 

Suggestions were made and. agreed to in Europe and England., but not submitted. to 
Asia nor acted upon here, that the categories of possible Centers be enlarged by the 
addition of the Temporary International Friends Center in a place of peculiar tension 
or opportunity, for the duration of the emergency; and. that the necessity be recog­
nized., since the system of absence with pay does not exist outside of America, to pro­
vide salaries for highly qualified. personnel drawn from elsewhere. 

There was agreement in the principle of subsidizing Intervisitation, by persons 
qualified for international interpretution, between Europe, Asia, and America. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
REIATIONSHIP 
WITH LOCAL CEN -
TER COMMITTEES 

1. Over-all policy for all International Centers is worked. out by 
FSC and AB'SC consulting with the local sponsoring groups. 

Examples of this are tho decisions reached. by the conference 
at Honfleur in 1939, and Elizabeth Page's trip in 1946. 
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2. Within the frame-work of this over-all policy, each Internat5..onal Center is 
under a Local Center Committee made up of' representati.ves of the local gi•oup, Friends 
Service Council and American Friendc Service Cormnittee with equal responsibility. 

The local group may be a Yearly Meeting, as in Fra.nce, or .a committee of 
interested Friends and like-minded persons, as in Shanghai. 

3. All matters affecting program and appoi.ntment of staff' for the F'riends Inter­
national Centers are decided by the Local Center Committee in consultation with the 
three sponsor:tng bodies. 

!._ The AFSC Centers Committee and Desk are the channels of communication of AFSC 
on foreign Center matters with Friends Service Council and the Local Center Committees. 

There is no neecl for correspondence from the Local Center Committee to go 
through either a Reli.ef MJssion or Unit, or through the Commissioners Off· 
ice, in the case of' Euro po an Con.tors. 

5, Because of necessity to preserve a consistent policy in all branches of 
Friends work in each country, the Relief Mission or Unit if' one exists has an advisory 
connection with the Local Centor Committee. 

This connection is c,dvisory only and not in any way admi.nistre.tive. 

6. Because of' this close connection between Reliof Mission or Unit and the Local 
Center, the appointment of representatives from this Mission or Unit in tho Local Cen­
ter Committee is welcomed. 

7. The connection of the .AFSC European Commissioners. Office with all European 
Center Committees is an informative one only. 

Since staff from the Commissioners Office could not, from a practical point 
of view, be drawn off to serve on all European Center Committees, the ad­
visability of representation of this office on any one Center Committee is 
questioned. 

In discussing the above policy it was felt that in questions whore the beginning 
of' a new program or service by the Local Center l.s contemplated, the Local Center Com­
mittee should consult with the Relief Mission or Unit in working out the suggestion to 
be forwarded to Friends Service Council or the American Frionds Service Committee. 

It has been agreed that wherevor the Local Center Committee feels it would be 
helpful, carbon copies of numbered corrospondenee with the Local Center Will b<;i 
supplied as a matter of routine. 

(This policy has been accepted for Europe but has not yet been subml.tted to Asia.) 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
BELATIONSHIP 
WITH FRIENDS 
MISSION BOARD 

l. Questj_on of acceptabiHty of any plan for a Friends Internation­
al Center in Jamaica to the Amerj_can Friends Mission Board was 
cleared, and preliminary exploration of possibilities made with 
the Boa1·d before discussion of actual partici.pation was begun 
with Friends Service Cotmcil. 

2. Details of participation of American Friends Board of Missions, Friends 
Service Council and the American Friena.s Service Committee as equal partners in 
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administrative res:ponsibili ty, regardless of financial contribution, were worked out 
at the Annual Meeting of the Board in April, 1911.6, and by them submitted to the other 
:participating Bodies for approval. 

3. Jamaica Yearly Meeting added, at the suggestion of F-riends Service Council, 
as the fourth sponsoring body with adm:l.nistrative responsibility :for program and 
staff. 

Details of this arrangGment still being worked out by conference in 
January. Preliminary statement of April, 1946. 

4. "MINUTE 111. 'l'he secretary reported the conversation which the Office 
Advisory Colli!llittee had had with William Eves III and Elizabeth Page, representatives 
of the Foreign Servi.ce Section of the American Friends Service Committee, concerning 
sponsorship of the Kingston Center in Jamaica. It was reported that the Office Ad­
visory CoDmJittee and representatives of the American Friends Service Committee had 
agreed to include the Friends Service Council of England together with the American 
Friends Service Committee and the American Friends Board of Missions as agencies re­
sponsible for supplying the secretary of the Kingston Center. The following agreement 
was approved by the Office Advisory Committee and the representatives of the Service 
Committee as a basis for the sponsorship of the Kingston Center: 

"•4. After further discussion the committee agreed that the Kingston Center 
be sponsored equally by the Friends Se1·vice Council of London Yearly Meeting, the 
American Friends Service Committee, and the Amedcan Friends Board of Missions (pro­
vided this is approved by the Friends Service Council) under the following arrange­
ment: 

"'a. That since the Friends work in Jmnaica has throughout its history been 
sponsored by American Friends of tho Fi.ve Yem.,:; Meeting, and in ord.er not to break 
this continuity or loyalty nor tend to bring di7ision within the group of Friends in 
Jamaica the secretary of the Kingston Center shall be a Five Years Meeting Friend as 
long as the present agreement shall continue. 

"'b. That in view of the diffe,:ences of opinion concerning programmed and un­
programmed meetings and pasto1·al system, that care shall be taken to choose a secret­
ary who is free from prejudice for or against either system and would be willing to 
develop the t;y-pe o:f worship services approprie .. te to the group. 

"'c. That in order to keep the salary of the secretary in proportion to those 
of the other Friends representatives from this country working in Jamaica, the salary 
shall be $1,800 per year plus an amount not to exceed $200 provided it is found that 
the cost of living in the city of Kingston justifies an additional grant in order to 
equalize the salary with the other American Friends representatives in Jamaica, 

"' d. That thJ.s salary shall begin as of August 1, 1946. 

"'e. That there shall be no secret correspondence between the Center and the 
sponsoring organizations nor among the latter; in other words, that all correspondence 
shall be numbered and copies of all correspondence furni.shed to the three organiza­
tions. 

"'f. That this arrangement shall be initiated by the minutes of this meeting 
going out as the first notice to each o:f the organizations.'" 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

FROM AFSC FOREIGN SERVICE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINTJ'rES OF JUNE 17, 1946: 

MINUTE F-135 MEMORANDUM FROM CEN'.I'ERS SUB-COMMITTEE The following memorana.um was 
ON INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS CENTERS, presented to the Committee for 

a.iscussion ana. revision or 
approval before it is taken by Elizabeth Page to b.e usea. as a basis of con­
sia.eration by British ana. Continental Friends: 

While decisions on the future patterns which International Friends 
Centers will follow cannot be made either here or in Lona.on, certain 
questions must be answered ana. certain objectives workea. out if that 
sort of service is to be fruitful. Last fall there were several who 
questioned the need for International Friends centers, The thinking 
was that proper organizing of visitation among Friends abroaa. and 
encouraging them to undertake what lay at hand would fulfill their 
useful purpose; but as the months went by and letters came streaming in, 
we on the Philadelphia staff became aware of two things; first, the 
fidelity with which local Friends had kept their international centers 
going during their isolation, under great diffj_culties; and, second, 
the strong desire of local Friends to ·have the international centers 
continue. This caused a general rethinking, conferences, discussions, 
in the Centers Committee here and abroad, and the exchange of letters 
with center staff's in various places and other concerned Friends, The 
conviction has been growing that there is something the Society of 
Friends may do through the Friends Service Council and the American 
Friends Service Committee which cannot be done by yearly meetings or 
the Friends World Committee, 

The touchstone for determination of this 1111ique contribution which the 
home committees can make is the need for international understanding and 
reconciliation, :Bearing this in mind, certain objectives are becoming 
clear. The Friends International Center is not primarily to undertake 
relief operations, although frequently and for a short period they may 
provide assistance, It should always be in such a form that other 
organizations can use it a.a a pattern for administration, or such an 
operation that another organization may be found to take it over. Neither 
should it primarily work to extend the Society of Friends, although 
groups of convinced Friends are likely to grow up aroUlld them, These 
groups should be encouraged to organize as monthly meetings· and to have 
their own independent life. They should be tied wherever possible to 
the local yearly meetings if one exists, and if not, should be under 
the care of some other. established yearly meeting, 

These two lines of activity should be mere by-products of the ma.in ob­
jective, which is a service to non-Friends in areas where international 
tension exists. The ma.in purpose .of the international center should be 
the demonstration of a way of living which resolves conflict and because 
of the very existence of such a group should provide an atmosphere of 
calm where tension may be lowered a.~d differences of opinion can be 
examined with a detachment otherwise impossible. ;Reports from the field 
in a number of widely separated places indicate that the traditional 

· position of the Society of Friends as refusing to take part in conflicts 
has made it peculiarly fitted to operate these non-partisan gathering 
places. In India, for example, the leaders of both sides of the present 
dispute have met at the Friends Centers in Calcutta and New Delhi and 
have been able to exchange views, 
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At its present stage, the tM.Dl,ing both here and in mgland seems to be 
that Friends intornati.onal centers fall :lnto three classifications: 

(a) The ne:tional center where e. problem of internattone.l tension 
exists, For example, in the Netherlsndo, the extremely efficient oi•gani­
zation of the resistance movement encl the almost universal part:i.cipat:lon 
in wh:lch have been created an atmosphere of hate and a breekclown of 
peace-time morals, p1·es011t a r,roblem almost :insoluble to local l!'riends. 
Here the national group have called for international help, Another 
exrunple is Denmark, which has a serious situation of international con­
flict on its southern border. Here, too, local Friends feel the 
presence of an internati.onal otaff in thcfr center would be helpful. 
In thi.s tYJ;)e of center, tho main responsibility would be wi.th local 
Friends atid the part which the homEi committees woulcl play would be the 
supplying of ste.i'f members when requested or wi.th facilitating the visits 
of Friends and non-Friends who have some distinct contribution to make 
to the local si.tuation. 

(b) or (b-1) BegionaJ. cross-roads where international understand:lng 
can be crucial, Such places where the currents of national life converge 
are likely to b0 found :Ln post-war BerHn, Vienna, Warsaw, Calcutta, or· 
possibly some other Inclian site, and Shanghai, In those places, the or­
ganization of Fr1ends international. centers should be the main respon­
sibility of the home connuittee with the ceopera.tion of local Fr:lends, 

(c) or (b-2) World cross-roads, Places where the centers of the 
main worlcl political orrsenizations are placed should be served by Friends 
international centers. Such places include Now York, wi.th the United 
Nations Organization, Paris w:i.th the United. Nations TI:conomk and ,Security 
Council; and Goneva with the International Labor Offi.ce, tho Internationw 
al Organization of the ChtU'che:,, ancl. possibly the International Educa­
tional Organi.zation, In those last two class:l.fications, we are :i.ncl:lned 
to think that the program should lie one of two-way interpretation: of 
the basic ideals and issues of the international cornmimity to local 
Friena.s ana. the Society cf I'riends at large; and the interpretation of 
the be.sic motivation whi.ch prompts the work 01' the center to those who 
make use of it. It would be likely to inclua.e young groups, adult 
classes and lectures, but forefront and more importexrt even than these 
would be fellowship with the :lndivi.dualo and organizations in the 
country working for reconciliation, In such a work it would be neces­
sary to provide an intellectually attractive place of meeting for 
leaders cf the gover111nents and the connuunity. 

This may mean mature couples heading these last two classes of center on 
longer service than the usual one to two yoa:r term, The thought is not 
that there would be no younger, short-tom workers, but that the con­
tinuity and the knowledge of the local complexities provided by a 
longer term by some workers would serve as a nucleus for volunteers and 
as a useful gui.de to visiting Friends, It is obvious such a conception 
of the center calls for the service cf people with the highest g_ua.lifica­
tions. In fairness, this ma.y mean a rethinking of center budgets. 

The above is not intended to be a final statement, but a description of 
the results so far. Any suggestions and comments you have arc earnestly 
desired. 
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In thinking this matter through, we wish to ask whether the chaos and 
confusion of this time a.oes not constitute the greatest opportunity 
which ever faced Friends. Old forms have been broken. In many places, 
the fRith in forms as such has been shaken, l:mt everywhere there is the 
expression of need for some solid base in all this swirling change. If 
Quakerism with its rejection of set forms end its conclusi.ve insistence 
on the worth and dignity of every indivia.ual has something valuable to 
offer 1 how can we meet the challenge? '110 answer this, we need the 
wisdom of all of us everywhere. 

In discussion it was brought out that the dj_stinction needs to be 
me.de between Friends Centers wh.ich are primarily concerned with spreading 
the message of the Soc:Lety o:f Friends and International Centers whj_ch are 
primarily concerned with fos-:Oering better international understanding ana. 
cooper,a.tion primarily among non-Friends by the removal of prejudices, ten­
sions, snd fears through the adoption of the Quaker sriirit of reconcilia­
tion and indefeasible good will. 'the concerns of the International Centers 
and the Friends Centers are, of course, not mutually exclusive but su]?ple­
mentary, as set forth in the second a.nd third. )?aragraphs of the memorandum. 
International centers may weJ.1 prove an incentive to growth of the Society 
of Friends and the formation of an organized group of Friends may happen 
in com1ection with such a center. It was suggested that a connnittee such 
as the Friends World Committee for Consultation might talrn responsibility 
to see that these spontaneous groups of Friends axe organized into 
Meetings; thl_s should, however, not become the responsibility of the 
Il.1ternational Center, 

The Connnittee expressed a desire that these International Centers 
not be thought of as the joint responsibility of B1°itish and American 
Friends alone, but that other national groups of Friends might also co­
o)?erate later on. It was also reiterated that these International Centers 
should have personnel o:e the very highest qualifications and that we must 
riot connnit ourselves to esta1Jlishlng any Centers until we have the properly 
qualified )?ersonnel avaHable. 

After further di.scussion, 

the Connnittee ai;proved the memorandmn from the Centers 
Sub-Connnitte0 as a tentatj.ve framewor}: to form the basis for 
discussi.ons with Friends in Lona.on and on the Continent. The 
Connnittee recognizes that it may in practice and development 
be greatly altered to include not only the suggesti.ons made in 
this discussion but in other ways to meet other needs and con­
ditions in the future. The )?rinciples of the memorandum have the 
full SUJ?port of the Foreign Service Executive Committee. 



REPORT of an 5.nforma,l and e.d. hoc conference of representative workers and. 
Friends to consider certain very important problems connected with the future 
development of Friends' work 5.n Franco, held J1me 9th, 19~-8. 

From French Friends: 
11 French Mission: 
11 Commissioners' Office: 
11 International Centre : 

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Marguerite CZARNECKI 
Jo NOBJE 
Comfort Cl\RY, Bill RUNTING'rON, Lou SCHNEIDF.R. 
Edna PUSEY, Sam LE:GG, Franck BEVOYRE, 
Gwen & David ROBSON. 

Bill Huntington opens the discussion with a report on recent conversations in 
London between Fred Tr:ctton, Ma1·garet Backhouse, Kenneth Lee, Jim Read, Lou 
Schneider and himself, j_llJlllediately prior to Jim Read's return to the States, The 
conclusion there reached was that the whole of Friends' work, in any given coun­
try, should be integrated and. that the conception of' an International Centre 
should be broadened to include a unified programme of' service and interpretation. 

In the discussion of' these questions it was emphasized that whereas in the past a 
distinction had been drawn between temporary relief' programmes, and more perma­
nent Centre work, the present conception of Quaker Service included many projects 
which are essentially of a long-tenu character, and which go far beyond the distri­
bution of material relief. The neighborhood centres and school affiliation are 
examples of this trend. We lmow that in principle our different occupations are 
all part of one great enterpri.se, but our experience has been that in consequence 
of a departmentalized administration wo are all too ignor,mt of' each other's work 
to the great disadvantage of' all. Ilowover, International Centres were called into 
being primarily to meet a spi1'itual neod, and if a measure of integration is to 
take place, the administrative machinery w5.ll need to be very carefully considered, 
and safeguards will be required to prevent the more intangible type of work from 
being swallowed up by the :i.mmediate and urgent necessities of a service programme. 
In the detailed organisation of the work a clear division of function would need 
to be established, but the whole work needs to be seen as a WHOLE, composed of' 
inter-related concerns that are mutually helpful, and not as disconnected projects. 
To ensure this it is f'elt that a Centre Director should be entrusted with the 
general directi.on of all Quaker work in France, though not over-burdened with a 
mass of detailed administration; that the heads of the different departments, and 
all other personnel should be Centre workers; and most important that the Centre 
Committee, composed as now of Frnnch, American and British Friends, should be the 
chief executive body, having responsibility for all important decisions of policy, 
subject of course to the f'ull approval and normal budgetary limitaU.ons of the 
A.F.S.C. and F.S.C. 

Sufficient experience hc.s been gained in the running of Centres as they are at 
present, to show that tripartite responsibility, while it involves a mnnber of' 
administrative di:t'ficulties, has proved itself workable on a small scale, and 
immensely valuable for the truly international character which it gives to the 
enterprise. The point was made that if Centres are to broaden their basis and 



- 2 -

assimilate the service p:r.ogr=e, the difficulties of tripartite administration 
would be immensely increased. Howover thut may bo, every effort must be mac);~ 
to preserve the international cha:>:·ac'sor of Centres, not In name only, but in 
their functioning and organizat:tol,, for thore is always the danger that by the 
very nature of things rather tlmn from any lac!( of good will or intention, 
American participation in funds and personnel will el(ercise a preponderant in­
fluence and control. 

It is most strongly felt that the time has come for a European Conference, in 
Europe, to discuss the whole future of Friends work, with a view to reaching 
major agreements of principle along the lines suggested above, that would enable 
Centres to develop with maximum effect, according to the varying conditions in 
the different countries where such Centres exist or are proyosed. 
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INFORMAL DISCUSSION ON INTERNATIONAL CENTERS, JUNE 3, 1948 

Present: Clarence E. Pickett, Elmore Jackson, James M. Read, Julia E. Branson, 
William Eves, III, Blanche Shaffer, Allen J. White, Margaret McNees. 

James Read outlined three observations based on his recent trip to Europe, at 
which time he visited the International Centers in Geneva, Paris, and London, and 
held discussions with Paul Sturge, Margaret Backhouse, Fred Tritton, Kenneth Lee, 
Bill Huntington, Lou Schneider and some of the Centers' workers. 

1. Center workers tell us the.t they sometimes feel that they are working in a 
vacuum. They feel the need of having something solid to do which results in Quaker 
service as well as talking Quaker principles. Not knowing just what programs they 
should undertake, they concentrate on meetings, lectures and teas, and then wonder 
whether such a program has significance. 

2. The Center workers have the problem of deciding how much attention they 
should pay to the problems and the growth of the local Friends groups. Although 
they feel that their duty is not primarily to local Friends, they recognize the need 
and value of close cooperation with them and sometimes find themselves devoting what 
appears to be an undue amount of their time and energy along that line. Also much 
time is spent entertaining traveling personnel. 

James Read presented the following possible partial answers to the above points. 

la. Each Center should be beamed at one or more organizations in the country 
in which the Center is located; examples: UNESCO in Paris, World Council of Churches 
in Geneva. 

2a. The relationship with local Friends groups should be clarified. While 
recognizing the importance of cooperation wl.th local Friends, the relationship of the 
Center must not be such that large s.;uounts of time are required t9 keep the relation-
ship clear. · 

Comments 

It was suggested the,t there should be a connection between Quaker service and 
Qliaker ministry. At the present time, there is not enough of interpret0tion of 
Quaker work in the field. Although this should be done on the spot in relief and 
rehabilit'ation work, it can be done easier in an International Center where it does 
not run the risk of a rice-Christian connotation. The recommendation was made that 
Centers and heads of missions cooperate in a greater effort to do a better job of 
interpretation. 

A representative conference to discuss Centers'· policies should be held soon. 

It was pointed out that it is not always possible to relate the Center to a re­
lief project, and Geneva was cited as an eXllJ!lple because there is no relief project 
in Switzerland. At the same time, it was agreed that in Geneva the Center might 
help in bringing over young people to participate in work camps and that it might 
cooperate with the college program in the operation of International Seminars. 

The following conclusions were reached: 

A. The "roving ambassador" service is proving valuable. The work of Roland 
Bainton, Horace Alexander and Douglas Steers was cited. Such a person knows what 
he is going to do when he starts out and does not feel rootless on the job. This 
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work should be continued both on the short·•term bas:ts s.s with Roland Bainton and on 
the long-term oasis as w1 th Hore.ce Alexander when the right persons can be found. 
When such persons with the spiritual and the intellectual qualifications and the 
language turn up, we must be willing to find f:tnancial support to make their serv­
ices possible. 

B. The student hostel in Geneva demonstrated how, despite difficulties, such 
an institution can become a real part of people's lives. This type of work with 
students is an innovation in Europe and presents us with real opportunities. Centers 
should emphasize work with students. Paris, Geneva and Shanghai were cited. as places 
where a strong and virile student p1•ogram would be appropriate. Although the AFSC 
hesitates to operate institutions, it is conceivable that a student hostel is the 
way that Centers should attempt to give body to their programs. 

C. It is felt that the Neighborhood Centers can easily function as Interna­
tional Centers and that thought should be given to the possibility of assigning a 
person, or freeing one already assigned, to each of the Neighborhood Centers for the 
purpose of making outside contacts. It was pointed out that Alice Shaffer at the 
Mittelhof is doing much along this line already. 

D. The idea of the International Center concerned with the causes of war and 
the removal of those causes through the adoption of the Quaker spirit of reconcilia­
tion was re-affirmed, It was recognized, however, that the International Centers can 
not be effective toward this end unless the right persons are found to direct the 
Centers. Hope was expressed that the Centers Secretary, in cooperation with the 
Personnel Office, will devise ways to visit the Quaker colleges, the University 
Friends Meetings, theological seminaries, etc., in an effort to locate promising per· 
sons who can be cultivated for these important jobs. 

E. It was felt that more long-time commitments should be made. 
Secretary was encouraged to work with the Personnel staff to complete 
progress on a plan for an adequate long-torm personnel poli.cy. 

MMCN:ip 
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SOME BEFL"ll:CTICJ!lS ON TEE FUNC'r:tON OF A CENTRE -- ---·-····--- ~ --- --"-- -- --- -

Where Friends are known abroad. it is generally in connection with 
Relief Work, Ol'.'.else perhaps in the context of a conference of Peace Organizations 
where Friends may appear to be one Pacifist body among a host of similar_ associa­
tions. Relief work is in any case a temporary thing, and pacifism is not the 
pr:i,ncipal testimony of Friends; it is of great importance but is secondary, and 
derives from our convictions about the Chri_stian Faith, which we hold to be not 
priµcipallJ a matter of doctrine, but a way of life that should govern all our 
affairs and relationships. 

If therefore we leave the work we do to speak for itself, there is cer­
tain to be widespread misunderstanding concern.i.ng the nature of the Society of 
Friends, and it _would seem essential that where c,uaker Centres are established to 
be the continuing and more or less permanent outposts of our outreach, it should 
be our conscious policy to make our clear witness as a primarily Christian body, 
not of course in any sectarian sense, 1;,ut in the closest possible fellowship with 
other confessions . .and denominations.· I believe that we have an important contri­
bution to make in proclaiming the Christian Truth as we see it, as a way and a 
discipline of worship and work, that exists without visible head or hi-,rarchy, 
and is a witness, we believe, to have pr<,sent working and authority of the Holy 
_Spirit. That is t? say, our testimony should be, not in vague terms to the 
importance of "spiritual values," nor yet to the advantages of '<l.uakerism, but 
simply and humbly to the reality of the Spirit, here and now. 

The original conception of Quaker outreach in Europe was in terms of 
"Embassies,'.'. but it seems. as though the word "Centre" has now emerged and supplant­
ed it for all practical purposes. '.['he significance of the word should not be over­
looked, and.the work of a Centre, as such, can be thought of as operating on at 
least five distinct levels. 

I. . THE GEOGRAPHICAL CENT.RE_. 

In a strictly geographical sense we are a centre, in the heart of great 
and busy capital city. We need.to !mow our way about and to be ablEl to help 
others find their way. We ought to be_. in a position to help visitors under con­
cern to accomplish their task with the maximum of convenience, The extent to 
which such work should encroach upon the other work of the Centre is open· to dis­
cussion, but it would be unwise not to recognise the fact that, during the summer 
months especially, a large proportion of somebody's time will inevitably be taken 
up with making the necessary arrangements for visitors, and helping them through 
the maze of formalities in which the unwary traveler is quickly entangled. 

II. THE CENTRE OF COMMUNICATION~. 

In the realm of what one might term 'vital' geography, we are in the 
midst of a bewildering world of Societies, Associations, Committees and Federa­
tions, and we need equally to know the whereabouts of the different organizations, 
and also something of personnel and the quality of the work being done. 
The mechanical aids of a well documented system of reference are necessary, but 
mere association on the widest scale is not sufficient. A few good relationships 
that give profound insight into the life of the nation are more valuable than a 
host of meaningless contacts, and the exchange of much paper. 
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An:y Internat:l.ona.l Centre clearly has an important function as a forum 
for the exchange of ideas. The1·e :ls un equa,l need to provide a platform for 
speakers of different nationalitles, and to offer a co!Dlllon meeting ground for men 
and women of widely d.iffering op1n:tons, confession or party allegiance, to discuss 
in amity the great questions of the day. While not being in any narrow sense 
partisan, the Centre should probably aim to be somothing more than a merely neutral 
observer, and link up the simple exchange of ideas to a positive educatj.onal pro­
grannne, with opportunities for serious study, and access to the best books avail­
able in two or three languages. 

TV. ~ CENTBE OF~. 

Another very important way in which we should seek to be a Centre is in 
the sense of being a "hearth" around which folk may gather in a family atmosphere, 
be they of many natJ.onalitl.es or of one, of many religious faiths or of none, 
young and old ·together. It is not necess8,ry to labour the idea, but ways of 
achievj.ng this need to be thought out and discussed most ca1•efully. The danger 
lies in the difficulty of finding tim, and place i11 a highly organized progranune 
of activities, as the essential qualities of a family circle are a sense of quiet 
leisure, peace and spontaneity -- in fact the absence of organization. It is 
only too easy unconsci.ously to assume and take for granted that organized busyness 
is important to the exclusion of all else. 

v. 
It seems hl.ghly important that an International Centre should never de­

generate into an Anglo-Ame~·ican "Concession" in a foreign ·capital. Ideally it 
must be thought of as a seed sown in fert:tle ground; it must be hoped that it will 
push deep roots into the native soil where it is planted, and that it will in time 
put forth a healthy growth, and branch out in a va1·iety of d:lrections perhaps, 
bearing flower and fruit in due season. Rspecially :ln eal'ly years 1t would be 
wrong to try to "force" the growth of the plant, or to be impatient in the expecta­
tion of fruit, but one needs to be watchful that the conditions are as favourable 
as they can be. One can be aware of the value of cross fertilization with vigor­
ous native growths, and also seek to provid.e balanced nourishment. For example, 
it is perhaps necessary to be watchful that the fellowship of the Centre be not 
confined to a too severely intellectual di.et, without sufficient refreshment sup­
plied by the arts and music -- and above all a young growing organism needs the 
sunshine of worship, and the inspirt1tion of wide horizons. 
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SUMMARY Q! THE HONFLEUR MPORT OF 12.J2. 

The first idea of a ~uaker embassy was not to have a group of English and 
American Friends working in a foreign land. It. was not a relief service, nor 
simply a center of good will, which, since the formation of a group of indigen­
ous Friends, will be set up for them as an integral part of their annual 
national assembly. 

The ~u,,.ker Embassy should be an embassy of the city of God or the corps 
of Christ in the meaning which the Friends have given to the great spiritual 
and humane concept and in a visible form. These workers must canst itute a sort 
of spiritual civil service of all the nations: when the Christian community is 
not a national or racial organism, it is a universal society, Of course, the 
national culture and mentality must remain predominent and when an annual 
assembly takes shape, the life of this assembly naturally influences the center, 
But this life must also remain universal and international, also 11catholic, n 
like the city it represents, 

Among the practical points which the e:x:perience at Paris has produced for the 
first plan, we cite: 

1) To establish contact with other local and international organizations 
working on the same lines (problem of pacifism, for example). 

2) To interpret the life a.~d thought of countries whore the Center is set up 
to circles of English and American Quakers, and vice versa, interpret 
English and American life and particularly the life of the ~,i.akers to the 
people of those countries. This service should be eA~nded gradually to 
~uaker groups in other parts of the world. 

J) To serve as 11general <J.uarters" to Friends serving abroad: 
a) practical help, itinerary, lodging, etc. (avoiding, however, becoming 

a travel agency). 
b) short introduction to the life and thought of the country. 
c) assistance with the establislµnent of personal contacts with personali­

ties of the country, Quakers and others. 

4) To encourage the international and social reconciliation through family 
reunions, visits, study groups, meals, the latter either at the Center 
itself or in the homes of the different workers. 

5) To serve as a temporary agency while permanent arrangements are being made 
by others in certain urgent cases: refugees, etc. 

6) To establish and cultivate good relations with the 11 thinkers 11 of the 
country in order to discuss with them practical as well as spiritual pro bl ems. 

7, To work together with the local ~;uaker group for the benefit of the 
yearly assembly and the Center, 

8) To help the local group on publications, trips, conferences, to spread the 
Quaker message and to encourage its practical manifestations in all the 
possible directions. 
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9) To interpret next to universal Q,uakerism the special contribution of 
Q,uakerism such as is developing in the 11Natl .. onal Yearly Moeting. 11 

Tho work of the International Conters must bo the result of a collaboration 
established on the basis of equality between the loci,,l Q,uakers and those from 
England and America, with out regard to the differences in number or fortune. 
However, tho center can only represent the ideal which it serves if every 
national group has acquired enough strent;th and depth in its material and 
spiritual activity. 

The Centers Committee must have full rosponsibility for the establishment 
of a budget to submit to the Commlttc,es at London and Philadelphia, as well 
as to the executive committee of the loco.l D.nnual assembly of anothor group 
of Friends, evory·one proving and specifying its respective contributions. 

' 

Mimeographed 10-7-1948 by 
American Friends Service Committee 
20 South 12th Stroot 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 
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Report on Conference on A.F.S.C. Administrative Relationship with the 
Faris International Center, September 23, 194,7, 

-----"-----·---------------.--~----·----------

Present: Clarence Fickett, James .Vail, Julia Branson, Emma Cadbury, 
Marnie Schauffler, Frederick J, Tritten of F,S.C, and Louise 
Schmitt of France Yearly Meeting. 

The policy, as A.F.S.C, understancls it, for operation of Friends Inter­
national Centers, is that: 

1, Over-all policy for all International Centers is worked out by F.S.C. 
and A,F,S,O. consulting with the local sponsoring groups. 

Examples of this are the a.ec is ions reached by· the Honfleur 
Conference in 19;9, and. Elizabeth Pagels trip in 1946. 

2. Each International Center is under a local cente:c committee made 
up of representatives of the local group, Friends Service Council 
and A.F.S.C. with eq_ual responsibility. 

The local group in the case of the Faris International 
Center is Frnnce Yearly Meeting. 

3. All matters affecting program and apJJointment of staff for the 
International Centers are decided by the local center committee 
in consul.tat ion with the thre,e sponsoring bodies. 

4 The A.F.S.J. Centers Committee and Desk are the channels of com­
munication of A .F ,S .C. w: th Friencls Service Council and the Pe,ris 
Center Co~"~ittee, 

There is no need for cor~es;:iomlonco froro the Far:ls Center 
Committee to go throu,gh either the French Relief Mission 
or the Commissioners! Office. 

5, Because of necessity to preserve a consistent policy in all bra,iches 
of A ,F, S,. 0, work in France, thG French Miss ion has an advisory con­
nect ion with the F.aris Center Committee 

This connection is advisory only and not in any way adminis­
trative. 

6. Because of this close connection between French Mission and the Faris 
Center Committee, we have welcomed the appointment suggested by the 
Paris Center Committee of a representative in that body from the 
French Mission. 
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7, The connoction of the A.F.S.C, Commissioners' Office with all Euxopean 
Center Committees is e.n informative ona only. 

Since staff from the Commissioners I Office would not, from a 
practical point of view, be drawn off to sorve on all European. 
Center Committees, we g_uestion tho advisability of such repre­
sentation on the Paris Canter Committee. We wolcomo the appoint­
ment by the Paris Center Committee of William Shank, but. wo think 
he should be considered in his p,Jrsonal capacity as a concerned 
and well-informed American Friend, ond not as ropro~enting the Com­
missioners' Office as such. 

In discussing the above policy, we have como to f,•,ol that, in g_uestions 
where the beginning of a new program or service by the Pa:ris Intcrnationa.l 
Center is contempl1cted, the Paris Cente:r Committee should consult with the 
A.F.S.0. Relief Mission in working out the suggestl.on to bo forwardod_ to 
Friends Service Oounci.1 or American Friends Service Committee. 

We wish to make it clear that we are ready at ar,y time when the Paris Centor 
Committee feels it would be helpful to supply to France Yearly Meeting 
carbon copies of numbered correspondence deo.linr, with matters of program 
and staff as a matter of routine; 

In the course of this d.iscussion, it is clear that a.urine the latter years 
of the Wal', and for a short time afterward, there has been confusion as to 
this division of responsibility. These departures from the gonoral policy, 
however, arc recognized as pi,.rt of the existing confusion and we·re not a 
deliber'ctte chango and we hope have disappearod with the endins of the trans­
ition period. We havo appreci,,:ted tho frAnkness with which tho neiod for 
clarification has beon brought to us and we hope that in tho future the 
machinery here outlines will work smoothly. At any time when it fails to 
do so, we would welcome prompt notification of this fact, 

American Friends Service Committee 
20 South 12th Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 
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EXTRACT_ from Minutes of the Roprvsentative Conference of AFSC FOREIGN SERVICE WORKERS 

IN EUROPE - held at Hotel de Haas, Amsterdam, Holland OCTOBER JO - NOVl!MBER J, 1947. 

MINUTE 12: InternailQ.llal Cent'l!'..§.l In the prelimfoary discussion on International 
Centers, the following points were made: 

A Center should be truly international. It is not necessarily so because, in 
addition to some staff from a local Yearly Meoting, it has American or British per­
sonnelt 

A Center should be Q,uaker. The unity of men should be expressed and sought on 
the level of the belief in the divine in. all men, Pacifism is an essential element 
in the Center spirit. A Center should be \mown as a place of reconciliation, a haven 
where shelter and strength can always be found on common groi.md. 

The pattern of a particular International Center is conditioned by the needs 
and background of its location. American or British staff should be cautious lest 
they impose on a Center a preconceived pattern unsuited to the circumstances. Per­
sonnel has a great influence on the character ancl program of a Center but the life of 
the Center itself should be more lasting than any particular personnel and should not 
shift with every new appointment. 

It is extremely important to have an international staff, and a relatively small 
number of staff members from the country of the Center is recom.mended, Staff members 
should preferably be members of the Society of Friends, should be carefully selected 
for maturity and long-term service. 

In starting international centers, allowance should. be made for growth, both in 
the sense that ca.re mu.st be taken not to begin with too large an imposed pattern and 
in the sense that facilities mu.st all.ow for expansion. A healthy center should grow 
gradually and strongly from a small beginning into a broad vision. 

Centers should at all times preserve a suirit of serenity, Too mu.ch service work, 
too hectic staff duties can easily shatter that atmosphere in which is supposed to be 
found a relief from tension. 

The Conference considered the traditional policy of International Q,uaker Centers 
in aiming chiefly to reach intellectual groups, persons in advanced educational, cul­
tural and political circles. The Conference felt that the 11 embassy" service of Cen­
ters was not necessarily confined to such circles but could be broadened to touch all 
sections of society. Labor groups were particularly cited as a field for more out­
reach from the Centers. Strong concerns were expressed that there was a present 
danger that the International Centers were .not reaching as full an expression of their 
original vision as they should, that their programs should be re-examined more in­
tensely than was possible at this conference and that ways should be sought for im­
proving their techniq_u.es. 

The Conference reaffirmed its faith in the International Center as a long-range 
Quaker enterprise and felt that these Centers could become the hubs from which all 
Q,uaker work could spread, emphasizing that Centers can be particularly effective in 
the individual approach stressed at the Conference and in strenf.Sthening indigenous 
Quaker groups. 

The Conference recommended that through consultation and inte~visitations among 
their staffs, the International Centers in E1.rope look for ways of eJqJanding their 
services and adding to the vitality of their programs. 

American Friends S.ervice Committee, 20 Sou.t'n 12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. - 1-13-19/.J.8 
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fil1J_Blrns SDRVICE OOUNO IL 

On the Future of Quaker Work in India. 
By Horace Alexander, 

( I am using the word India in its old sense, to include the territories now included 
in both India and Pakistan,) 

It seems to me that the time for any long-term instl.tutional work on the part 
of Friends in India is past. Reflection on what I have seen of Q,uaker work through­
out the world in the past twHnty years, and especiall;v e:,pes·ience in India in the 
past two years leads me to the view that the whole policy of the Friends Mission 
:Boards in the nineteenth century and of the Service Councils in this century have 
carried us much too far from the historic Q,uaker method of supporting concerned 
Friends to undertake concerns of limited duration. Today thero is a most dangerous 
and often quite disastrous tend.ency to think in terms of institutions that must 
somehow be carried on, rather than in terms of Friends or those who like to work 
with Friends who are plainly uJ1der concern for a special piece of work. Without sug­
gesting that we can or that we should swing right back to earlier technique, I would 
at the same time strongly urge that tlle first care of both Councils should alwa;vs be 
to ensure that no work is carried. on ,mless there are Friends, or men and women very 
near to Friends, who are ,mder genuine concern for each piece of work that is vnder­
taken. If such Fri.ends are not forthcoming, the ,,10rk in q_uestion should, without 
hesitation, be closed, or handed over to some other agency. This also m,aans that 
where }1 riend.s are found who are recognised to have a true concern, their work, even 
though it may be quite away· frmn the 1·ecognised centres, should have first claim o:;i 
the support of Friends, 

There are additional special reasons why institutional work should not be con­
tinued in India toda.31, All foreign institnt ional work J.s being regarded with in­
creasing dislike and distrust as free India takes further hold of her own national 
life and. institutions. Moreover, such ·work inYolyes an immGnse amount of detailed 
ad.ministration, which is difficult for foreigners, es:peci.ally newcomers, to under­
stand, which i.s ofton alien to western minds, and which can be very frustrating and 
maddeningly wasteful of time and effort. 

Therefore, I thi,ik it will be wise to wind up such work, or hand over responsi­
bility for its continuance to appropriate Indian agencies official, as quickly as 
possible, 

But there rerr,g,in im;oortant spheres of work where Friends a.re still welcome, and 
where their efforts will almost certainly be appreciated. for many years to come. 
Subject, the1·efore, to the observation already ma.de on the importance of true con­
cern, I suggest that the following generai 1iolicy should be fol1owod:-

(1) Q.ual<l!£ Ce~. The CitJ, Cnntres in Delhi and Calcutta and the Rural 
Centre at Rasulia, possibly others, shoulcl be actively fostered, Tho work of a 
centre is not easy to define, It will varJ' from place to place, in accordance with 
the concern and the qualifications of the centre workers. The Sunday meeting for 
1.mrship is centra,l to it. In each centre there will. 'oe lecture-courses, discussion 
circles, etc, on public questions of the day, problems of peace and war, on litera­
ture and culture and so on, Opportunities will be found to engage in. various useful 
social welfare activities in the city or villages. The premises will be used by 
other agencies for committees, conferences, etc. Tb.e;r also provide meeting pla.ces 
for people of all religious communities of various nationalities. 
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(2) Shor! T~ Worke!Jl., Each of these centres, H under the guidance of ex­
perienced Friends, can provide oppo1·tunities for short-term servke, say a year or 
two, for young }'riends from America and England, After they have spent, say, three 
months on language stud.v and assisting in local activities, some of these young, 
short-term workers would probably fi.nd work in close connection with the Friends 
Centre, whether in Calcutta, Delhi or olsowhere. Others would spend the main part of 
their time, after tho initial period, as seconded work<,rs to some such Indian organ­
ization as the Ramkrishna Mission, tho Servants of India Society, or at some Basic 
Education Centro, or Santiniketan or a Christian ashram, or some such social agency 
in Pakistan, according to their previous training and aptitude and interests. 

This is not int0nded to rulo out the possibility that from time to timo one or 
two, with special gifts of imagina.tion and sympathy, might be encouraged to inHia.te 
experimental work of their own, especially if such e:iqieriments do not involve long 
term commitments, But it cannot be too often repeated that in India today it is wise 
for youne workers to bo well attached to a centre where there are Friends who know tho 
country. Such senior people, if true Friends, far from trying to 11 q_uench the spirit" 
of eager young, will be zealous in encouraging the development of true concerns and 
original experiments. 

(3) EmergEJ_ncy Rol:i&f· Th,1 r,11mtation made by the Friends Ambulance Unit and 
continued by the Friends Service Unit for assist:i.ng in relief measures at times of 
crisis is likel:y- to mean that fresh m,lls will come to us, from time to time, for 
work of this character. When this happens, :i.t may be possible to draw off some of 
the young short-time workers from the agencies to which they have been loaned. Judg­
ing from recent expor ience it also seom11 likely that we shall r'?eoive offers of help 
from a number of sources, includinc; some who are vort valuable workers, with previous 
experl.ence of India and knowledge of its languae:es. It hardly seems possible to 
have a permanent reservoir of people waiting to be used in such emergencies, We shall 
have to do the best we can with tho how.an material available, But it is q_uite essen­
tial that, when such appeals come to us, if we respond we shall me.ke someone with 
considerable experience of India responsiblo for the direction of our work, 

(4) LecLU\'9 Toun and other Short Visits. One of the most valuable things 
that Friends can do is to send senior Friends capable of J\,cturing on various subjects 
of ger,eral interests ,1specially in the realms of religion a.nd politics, who can visit 
Universities, Colleges and other cultural institutions. Such interpreters of the 
best thought of the West a.rG always appreciated by large numbers of oducatod Indian,s. 

I believe if tbe above lines of action can be followed, the contact of Friends 
with India in tho future can be very fruitful. ! would add three points that I hope 
may be borne in mind, Among those who represent Western Friend.s offfoially there 
must bo a few who undot·ta.ke to spend at least five years in India, Secondly, the 
service of Friends who reside in Ind.ia as professional men, etc., may often have even 
greater value than thG service of those who are supportod by Friend.s' funcls, Thirdl;r, 
we must be constantly trying to hand the leadership in all our work to Indians who 
are capable of exerclsing such leadership. 

RE/MAC 
23.3,48. 



Comment Q.n Horace. Alexander ts Note kz Richard Symonds, 2..,2.4·8, 

I have been asked by Horace Alexander to add a comnent on his Note on the 
Future of Friends Work in India. and Pa.kista.n. I do so bearing in mind part icu,-. 
larl"• Mr. Gar,dhi 1 s recent o11servation to Horace and m,rself: 11\v"Iiite skins are a.t 
present at a discount in India, 11 In India, and to a lesser extent in Pakistan, a 
victorious nationalism sees few jobs which it cannot tackle and i.n ma.ny Provinces 
ha.s dispensod not only with the Ino.ian Civil Service but the Indian Medical 
Service. Friends' work ha.s to adjust itself radica.J.ly to the events of August 
15th, 1947, but in India will be assisted by the history of goodwill between 
Friends and Indian nationalist leaders, 

Horace 1 s draft 11rogramme seems admirable, A few points may however be under­
li.,rnd. 

(1) Qatees:ories of Workers. It is suggested. that future foreign cl,uaker work­
ers should be clearly classed either as 11permanent workers, 11 committed to a minimum 
period. of five years service, or "stndent wor!;:ers 11 whose primary object is to study 
langu,9.ges, economic, social or cnlt1i1·al snbjects in Inda-Pakistan. 

(2) Need for Technicians. Inda-Pakistan needs Nw,ses, Doctors, Agricultmal 
and Fishery experts, Engi11eers of a.11 sorts and lecturers and teachers in a variety· 
of subjects, The most valuable contribution Friends can make is to send out as 
J)Grmanent workers Q,uakers or near-Q,nakers with these skills, to exercise them within 
the general AFS0-FSO framework. 

(3) University l,tctu.;re!:.§., It is suggested that Hora.ce 1 s paragraph 4 should 
be given concrete form by the establishment of University lectureships at Delhi 
and Calcutta. American and British Friends might alternately nominate annually 
a lectm1 er to spGnd one term at each Uni11ersity. American, E1.1ro:rean and :British 
modern history·, li tera.tnre and current affairs would be suitable subjects, In 
llr itain the British Council might giv13 financial backing to such a project. 

(4) Studeui Work~. Horace's recommendation in paragraph 2 is excellent,, 
Student workers may be encouraged to come out to Inda-Pakistan in the same way as 
they visit European cou.ntries after school or university to learn new languages 
and assimilate new ideas. It ma~· be observed tba t Hindustani-Urdu which is be­
coming the official languai;e of Indo--Pakistan will be the language of the second 
largest and fifth largest nations in the world, and therefore of considerable 
value in,business, foreign services, etc. 

I entirely a;;ree that, except ire a large-scale operation as in the Punjab 
last year, student workers will learn more and. be more valuable ambassadors if 
their field work is with Indian and Pa'dstan organisations. 

fil2.olog;y:. I am not a Friend, but believe from exp,,rience that Friends have 
had, and can liave in future, a uniq.ue contribution to make in India and Pakistan. 

F:E/MAC 
23 .3 .48. 



FRBNDS HTTZRFAT:ONAL OEHTERS 

Act iv iiY Chart l'ased on 191±.z - 19L,3 Re·oorts 

---------------- Amsterdam__ Calcutta_ Geneva ____ Jamg ica, _____ Par is ___ Shanghai 

1. ilorship 

2. Lecturr3s 

J. Retreats 

Study Groups 

5. Music 

6. Poetry 

7, Language Classes 

8. Student 
Activities 

9, Radio Broadcasts 

10. Counselling 

11. Information on 
Q,uakerism 

12. Hospitality 

13. Library 

1L:-. Relief 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Gramophone 
Concerts 

Poetr;v Ap­
preciation 
Gro,ip. 

Col lee:e 
Women's 
Fellowship. 

X 

X 

X 

15, Community Service Social Bustee 

16. International 
Contacts 

Centers Desk 

Service. School. 

No tanui-.. 0 

ble ones. 

American Friends Service Oomnittee 
20 South 12th streot, 
Philadel"Phia 7, Pe~1n.sylvania ~ 
June 19Lf8. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Luncheon 
Group. 

X 

''\Tarious 
Organi­
zations. 

.i>. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Chorale. 
Gramo­
phone. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Singing 
Group. 

X 

X 

Limi tea.. Refugees. Refugees. 

X X X 

X 

X 

Volley 3all 
Swim. Instr, 

Teas, 
etc. 

X 

X 

UNESCO 

Picnics, 
Teas, etc. 

X 

X 

Receiving 
Home for 
Children 
Nothing 
tangible. 




