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hree centuries ago in England any year that was full of great events 3 
was called annus mirabilis, a year of wonders. The death of the dictator, 
Cromwell, or decisive victories in war, or the concurrence of plague and 
fire in London, or omens in sky or weather-these were enough to make 

I t men so name the years in which they occurred. 

If any modern year has deserved the name, it was 1945 with its A-Bomb, 
its V-E Day, its V-J Day, the birth of UNO, and the removal of several 
world-renowned personages. Rarely have so many epoch-making events 
been crowded into so few months. Thus at least it seems, but in the 
perspective of history sometimes less conspicuous events prove to have 
been more significant and decisive. The gospels tell us that there will be 
some surprises on Judgment Day. 

The tumult and the shouting dies; 
Tbe captains and the kings depart; 

StiZ stand t h e  ancient sacrifce, 
An humble and a contrite heart. 

This report of Quaker service is not about famous people or spectacular 
events. All the activities here desctibed have, however, a distinctive 
spirit. They rest upon the philosophy of reconciling good will, upon the 

1 recognition of God's image in man. Such limited tasks, often undertaken 
against the prevailing currents of the times, proclaim another kind of 

I year, the acceptable year of the Lord. 41 

Chairman 





FINLAND 
In  September the Committee undertook a limited 'relief project in 

Finnish Lapland, where thousands of evacuees had returned to find their 
homes destroyed. Quaker workers living in barracks in the ruined cities of 
Rovaniemi and Icemijarvi have begun a program of dothing distribution 
and child-feeding. Supplies of milk, pork, sugar, and vitamin tablets 
supplement the meager lunches supplied by the government to the 
children in the schools. By the end of 1945, 69 tons of clothing had been 
shipped to Finland to be distributed by the Finnish Red Cross, and it is 
anticipated that before the winter is over at least 150 tons of clothing and 
10,000 pairs of children's new shoes will have been distributed. 

Two Finnish American Committees, Help Fi?zla?zd, Inc., and United 
Pin?zish Relief, Inc., have assumed financial responsibility for the program 
and for collecting the clothing which is sorted and packed by Finnish 
American volunteers under AFSC supervision. 

HOLLAND 
The Committee granted $6,000 to help the Friends in Holland with 

their work for refugee children and assist them in a relief project to the 
end of 1945. In addition clothing was shipped to them for distribution. 

FRANCE 
In the seven delegations of Secours Quaker, British, American and 

French Friends worked together throughout 1945 to repair the ravages of 
war and occupation, which were intensified by one of the coldest winters 
France has ever known and Europe's worst drought in 150 years. 

In the North, relief workers found bomb-shattered cities, mine-strewn 
fields, and thousands of people homeless and ill-dad. They started 
emergency services in Caen and Le Havre, distributing clothing, trans- 
porting building and relief supplies, and sheltering a few of the homeless. 
- In Paris and the cities of th; South, children who had been hungry for 
four years faced another winter with little to eat, an easy prey to tuber- 
culosis and the other diseases which follow malnutrition. The Qualcer 
workers provided supplementary meals for medically selected children in 
school and Qualcer canteens, distributed milk to babies and expectant 
mothers, and food packages to pretubercular and undernourished children 
and adolescents. 

A characteristic service of Seco-as Quaker was the work in the prisons. 
In a country which can barely feed her people, there is little left for those 
in captivity, and conditions in French prisons today are often very bad. 
Besides supplying material aid, largely in the form of food packages, 
Friends, especially French Friends, have seen in this an unlimited oppor- 
tunity for spiritual reconciliation and social reform. 
All of the offices of Secours Quaker became known as a source of help 

for people who had no one else to whom to turn. There the stateless and 
the unwelcome could go for food or for their first new garment in five 
years, for a little money, or news of a relative in the United States, or 
perhaps just some honest and friendly advice. 
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FRENCH NORTH AFRICA 
Before the Allied invasion in 1943, the Committee started a program of 

relief to the refugees in misery in concentration camps in French No& 
Africa. Later most of these homeless wanderers were released, but freedom 
did not bring an end to their problems. The Quaker offices in Algiers 
and Casablanca gave many of them emigration aid, clothing, cash relief, 
medical services, and help in finding jobs. 

I After the liberation of France, faced with pressing demands for help 
4, 1 in other parts of the world, AFSC workers withdrew from French North 

Africa. 

11 k CHINA 

4 The American Friends Service Committee and the Friends' Ambulance 
;I Unit of Britain continued to administer cooperatively the work of the China 

Convoy. The unit is composed of about 140 Chinese, New Zealand, 
A 1 British, Canadian, and American members. All serve as unpaid volunteers. 

Financial support comes from Britain, Canada, and United China Relief, 
Inc., the last named making possibIe the Committee's part in the program. 

With the end of the war the military medical work at the front under the 
Chinese Red Cross has given way to the rehabilitation and operation of 
hospitals, in cooperation with UNRRA. Three of these are in newly 
liberated areas. The medical teams have also answered several emergency 
calls, combatting epidemics of plague and cholera and helping exhausted 
French legionnaires in retreat from Indo-China. 

The transport section operated a fleet of 60 trucks, 35 of which were 
new in 1945, a gift from the American Red Cross. They carried drugs and 
ibedical supplies from the place of entry to the place of distribution. As 
more trucks enter China and commercial companies are established, the 
Quakers will leave their trucks and become "medical mechanics," who 
will restore heating, lighting, water plants and X-ray facilities in places 
where the medical teams are working. Such a coordinated project of re- 
habilitation was getting under way in Honan Province as the year ended. 

Underlying the diverse activities of the China Convoy is the deep 
religious concern of its members to demonstrate that Christian pacifism 
is a positive, reconciling force. 

INDIA 
During 1945 Bengal has slowly recovered from the aftermath of famine 

and by April, 1946, the Committee's emergency program will be at an end. 
Almost $600,000 has been spent during the past year for medicines, milk, 
and food distribution through 3000 agencies, most of them indigenous. 
The work has been largely financed by American Relief for India, Inc., 
which carried on a special campaign for the Committee's India program. 
Generous gifts have come from Bengal itself with which supplies have 
been purchased here. 

The famine left thousands of widows and orphans without abiIity to 
support themselves, and rendered destitute countless artisans who had to 
sell their stocks and tools to buy food. Cooperative industrial centers 





1 
The Committee is grateful for the cooperation of the Board of Managers 

and staff of Pendle Hill in the organization and in carrying out of the 
training program. Most of the workers appointed have been in residence 
at PendIe Hill while in training and many of the training sessions have 
been conducted there. One articularly useful feature this past year has been 
the week-ends which have g een planned around a particular area for which 
personnel were being appointed and which included persons in training, 
members of the Foreign Service Executive Committee, and returned 

I., a workers. 

The end of the war in Europe made it ossible for the Committee*to 
send forward many tons of clothes, shoes, ! edding, and soap. During the 
year, 282 tons were shipped, mainly to Europe. France and Finland re- 
ceived the bulk of this material. Smaller shipments went to Switzerland, 
Sweden, Holland (for distribution by English and Dutch Quakers), 

j Greece (for distribution by English Quakers), Jamaica, and the Virgin 
Islands. About 10 tons of clothing were distributed in the United States. 

The clothing relief work of the Service Committee is made possible by 

il Americans of many denominations, Catholics, Protestants, Jews, and of 

$ many different cultural backgrounds. The Committee purchases some 
dothing with funds contributed for that purpose, but most of the material 

Ti shipped, which amounted to almost one million articles in 1945, is given 
8 4  in its finished form by people concerned to bring comfort to a fewzof 1. those who suffer. 

I 

I<  
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A .  SIERVIttCE FOR YOUNG MEN OF 
D U P T  AGE 

The continuation of the draft into peacetime is creating special problems 
for 17-year-old and 18-year-old boys who do not feel they can participate 
in the armed forces and who are seeking constructive avenues of service. 
The Committee is attempting to he1 these young men find an outlet for f their concerns. The interpretation o these opportunities and the counsel- 
ing with men of this age became a responsibility of the Personnel Office 
during the latter part of 1945. 

At the present time, four kinds of opportunities are available. The 
Brethren Service Committee, in cooperation with UNRRA, is pre ared 
to use a number of young men as attendants to care for livestock ! eing 
sent to various areas of Europe. The AFSC is developing a European 
Transport Unit to assist in the movement of-relief goods on the continent. 
The Committee is also prepared to receive a number of young men in its 
health and sanitation projects in Mexico, and in its interracial work camp 
in Indianapolis. 

I t  is often possible for the Committee to obtain 2A occupational de- 
ferments for young men to serve in these projects in lieu of their induction 
into either CPS or the armed forces. 





M E X I C A N  SERVICE SEMINARS 

ilq Fifty-eight volunteers participated in the projects held in four villages 
I' G 

in Mexico. The women in the Miacatlan and Ixmiquilpan units conducted 
d a kindergarten, worked in a clinic and assisted in general health education 
A . programs. The young men in the Miacatlan unit worked on a hookworm 

control project. Members of the Tetecala group served under the direct 
supervision of a Mexican doctor, giving vaccinations and inoculations 
and spending part-time with a mobile clinic unit sent out to work in sur- 
rounding villages. The small unit in Pachuca lived and worked in a home 
for underprivileged children. 

I 
Mexican students from the colleges in Mexico City, as well as native 

villagers, joined with the North American men and women in the projects 
j : which were undertaken. All of the projects were ones which the Mexicans 

themselves wanted carried out. The feeling of good will, understanding, 
l 

and true friendship that grew between North Americans and Mexicans 
411 

working together on these projects will help in the strengthening of good 
ti will between the two countries. 

3; 
P I  

WORK CAMPS 
6- There were 15 work camps conducted for both college and high school 

[ i age groups in the Eastern and Central part of the United States. Several 

3; others were successfdly sponsored by the West Coast branches. The 200 
young people enrolled in the camps represented 15 different denominations. 

'.I Eight of the projects were situated in areas of racial tension or in places 
where the campers worked across the lines of racial segregation. The work 
camp technique was similarly effective in removing racial barriers and 
introducing a reconciling force in areas of tension and suspicion. 

High school boys and girls helped bring in the crops at the Farm Labor 
Camps; community recreational programs were carried out by the social 

I 

service units; Students-In-Industry learned first hand of the problems 

1 ,  
besetting labor and management. Country schools were built or repaired 
in the Kentucky mountains; bridges were built over Ozark streams; a 
playground was constructed in a crowded Negro section in Chicago. Self- 

1 1  help home repair projects were carried out in a Negro community in 
it; Pennsylvania and similar help was given Japanese Americans returning to 
f I 

their West Coast homes from relocation centers. A dilapidated hospital 
building was repaired in San Francisco's Chinatown. 

k I Considerable study has been given as to the ways in which the work 
#,4 camp technique could be used abroad in reconstruction and self-help 
[ ,  efforts. Such a pattern could furnish help in providing shelter, and at the 
I ' 
0' 

same time provide means of building bridges of understanding between 
oung people in many countries. To increase the growth of understanding 

i . getween groups and classes within our own country as well as among 
young people of different nationalities is the purpose of the Committee 
in sponsoring the work camps. 

FRIENIIS PEACE SERVICE 
Friends Peace Service has continued throughout the year in its concern 

to make real and effective the historic peace testimony within the Society 
of Friends. The work of intervisitation has taken most of the time of one 





A A typical village dis 
sary in India. In 1945, P 
rican food and medic 
reached famine survi 
through 3,wo canteens, 
pitals and clinics. 





A In Mexico's villages, young people from the United 
States learn the secret of international friendship by teach- 
ing little children, assisting in public health clinics and 
cooperating in Mexican welfare projects. 





A Peace Caravans in 1945 spread iriter- 
racial as well as international understand- 
ing. The Negro, white, Nisei, Mexican, 
and Puerto Rican young people worked in 
eight communities and six states. 





A Caring for the ~nentally 
ill has been an urgent prob- 
lem during the labor short- 
age. The Committee has 
enrolled young women in 
several units serving state 
institutions. 

:* 
I 

' : A Among the most notable projects of Civilian Public Service has 
been the enrollment of C. 0.s  as human "guinea pigs" for medical 
research and to serve as laboratory technicians. 





The Race Relations Committee of the AFSC includes in its statement of 
purpose the words: 

"To continue in our times, the Friends' ministry to those who suffer 
from intolerance and strife between men-in the Icnowledge that intoler- 
ance and injustice brutalize both the perpetrators and those who are vic- 
tims, and stunt the human personality." 

In implementing their program of working for mutual respect, and a 
decent society free from unnecessary suffering, want, and oppression, 
the following projects are being developed: 

COLLEGE LECTURESHIP 
Negro educators and scholars, brought by this Lectureship to various 

campuses, carry on regular classroom work in their own field of study. The 
subject of race relations itself is incidental to the shared educational 
interest through which students and lecturer can come to appreciate each 
other. As a result of the very successful lectureship in 1945 requests have 
come from four colleges for recommendations of suitzble Negro student 
and faculty members. 

SELF-HELP HOUSING 
The Committee has acted in an advisory capacity in the promotion of 

the Division of Self-Help Services at Flanner House in Indianapolis and in 
the development of a Self-Help housing program. Flanner House Homes, 
Inc., is a non-profit corporation organized for the purpose of construction 
of houses both on a self-help basis, as at Penn-Craft, and on a com- 
mercial basis, for those who have the funds but not the time to participate 
in construction of their homes. This represents a new approach to the 
problem of adequate urban housing for low income groups. 

PLACEMENT SERVICE 
This service, begun during 1945, endeavors to improve race relations 

by securing employment opportunities for Negroes in fields which are not 
traditionally open to them and in which an atmosphere exists, or may be 
developed, favorable to the working together of persons of different races 
and backgrounds. 

The Placement Service is interviewing employers to convince them of 
the worth of utilizing Negroes of unusual promise, skill, and capacity. If 
more professional jobs can be opened for Negroes, it is hoped that this 
will encourage capable young Negroes, who now have no incentive to do 
so, to prepare for these openings. 

COUNSELING SERVICE 
In conjunction with the Placement Service, a Counseling Service is 

being developed to help employers effect non-discriminatory employment 
policies by giving advice, drafting programs, and otherwise helping them 
to deal constructively with racial problems in business, industry, and 
institutions. 





Plans are being made to start construction on the second unit of Pem- 
Craft in 1946. This unit will consist of from 12 to  16 homesites. The 
acreage in the second unit will be about 10 acres as compared to two and a 
half acres in the first unit. When employment is slack in the mines, the 
larger acreage will allow the production of a large amount of subsistence 
for the family and a small cash income from the land. The land becomes a 
backlog of security on which to depend when employment in the mines 
fluctuates. When there is full employment in the mines, as at present, 
soil improvement crops requiring little care can be raised on this small 
acreage. This second unit will experiment with the right optimum of 
land for this purpose. 

LITTLE RIVER FARM 
Since home ownership seems to be the pre-requisite to soil improve- 

ment and the development of sound community interest, the sale of farms 
to suitable tenants is now being pushed actively in the Little River Farm 
project in South Carolina. The rental of a tractor and other power equip- 

! ment continues to render a real service to the small farmers in the area. 
Gradually the advantages to be achieved through pooling of resources 

I and cooperation are being learned by the community. The effects of soil 

) improvement are beginning to yield better crops, and these practices are 
having an influence in the community. 

ili 
CIVILIAN PUBLIC SERVICE 

! Each year the agreement between the Service Committee and Selective 
:J Service on Friends' administration of CPS has come up for review, The 

surrender of Japan on September 2, 1945, put a decision of especial im- ' ! portance before the Committee as to the course it would follow in 1946 in 
regard to Friends' CPS. According to the terms of the Selective Training 
and Service Act, the draft was to end six months after the cessation of 
hostilities and drafted men were to be released. In the absence of a procla- 
mation by the President, the Committee assumed Japan's surrender to be 
the logical end of the war. It decided to condude Friends' administration 
of CPS camps and units by March 2, 1946, while continuing all possible 

I assistance to the men who had not been released by that time. It was the 
conviction of the CPS Committee that to carry on the program after the 
war was over would appear to condone peacetime conscription. 

At the end of 1945 there were still 1200 men in 6 Friends' CPS camps and 
32 units, approximately 500 fewer than at the beginning of the year. A 
hundred men had been discharged for physical disability; about 80 had 

11 been moved at their own request from Friends' to government administra- 
8 tion. About twenty were discharged for dependency reasons, fourteen went 

into the armed services, another fourteen went to prison. In the last few 
months of the year 325 men were released from CPS on the basis of age 

3 and length of service, a rate of discharge appreciably slower than that of 
' I  the armed forces. 

In the remaining months of administrative responsibiiity and for as 
long thereafter as men previously in Friends' CPS are held by government 
authority, the financial demands on the Committee will continue to be 
heavy. 





DEPENDENCY SERVICES 
Since no wages were received by men in CPS, the personal financial 

problems of men in CPS have become increasingly severe. During the 
year socia1 services were provided to 375 families, of which 175 received 
cash allotments totaling $62,000, nearly three times the amount of the 
preceding year. 

DEMOBILIZATION 
Vocational guidance and counseling have been provided for the men in 
camps and those being discharged. Placement assistance is given those 
seeking employment. Provision has been made in the new budget for a 
temporary loan fund of $20,000 to assist CPS men who need help not 
otherwise available for going into business and professions or farming. 

Through the initiation by the Service Committee of a grants-in-aid 
program for discharged CPS men and the provision of half-scholarship 
assistance on the part of Quaker colleges, an effort is being made to assist 
these men in resuming their formal education. The colleges have been 
particularly interested in securing qualified CPS men available for teaching 
openings. These services are being developed for CPS men under the 
administration of the Personnel Office in cooperation with the CPS staff. 

STUDIES OF CPS 
In 1945 the staff published a carefully documented statement of the 

experience of the Committee, making dear the inadequacies of the present 
provisions for conscientious objectors and urging improvements on the 
part of the government. A second study was published, discussing the 
motivation, policies and structure of Friends CPS, and the issues and 
alternatives facing conscientious objectors under conscription. 

WOMEN'S  SERVICE I N  M E N T A L  HOSPITALS 
Since the unit was started in 1943, 100 girls have participated in the 

service, with the largest number, 52 serving last summer. They have 
served an average of five months, working as attendants, recreation and 
occupational therapy aides, clerks, secretaries, and nurses. These young 
women have come from many cultural backgrounds and represented 
several races and many different religious affiliations. 

Toward the end of the year it was decided to change the name of the 
organization to Institutional Service Units, open to both men and women, 
with units working also in schools for delinquents. The units will continue 
to call attention to the acute need for workers in state institutions, and 
will assist in public education concerning the problems existing in state 
institutions. 

CONCLUSION 
Although it is the judgment of many who know CPS best that it will be 

years before an adequate appraisal of the progim can be made, it is ex- 
pected that by the time the next Annual Report is written it will be pos- 
sible to summarize the many accomplishments of the service, at the same 
time indicating points at which the convictions of men who seek to live 
not by might nor by power, but by the Spirit, inevitably clash with the 
will of a government at war. 





assisted many evacuees in returning to their homes. Counseling them has 
been an important phase of relocation activities on the West: Coast, 
coupled with public relations, housing, job placement, and visiting 
evacuees as they become settled. 

PIEQICSON SERVICE COMMITTEE 
The Prison Service Committee continued through the year its spiritual 

ministry to men who were imprisoned for conscience sake. As in 1944, 
visits with these men in Federal prisons were without censorship, super- 
vision or limitation of time. Letters, telephone calls and personal visits to 
families and friends helped bridge the gulf between those inside and those 
outside the prison doors. Counsel and assistance were provided for men 
awaiting trial and sentence. Help was given in difficult parole cases, and 
where possible to men who were paroled or released. At the end of the 
year there were still more than 4000 conscientious objectors (12 of them 
Friends) and 2300 Jehovah's Witnesses in prison. A ministry to these men 
will continue in 1946. 

More than any concern for themselves, the C. 0 , s  in prison consistently 
have expressed a deep concern for the conditions of fellow inmates. They 
are convinced that present popular attitudes of revenge, retribution and 
punishment toward offenders are destructive forces which must be re- 
placed by positive attitudes expressed in terms of care and treatment 
appropriate to the needs of the human personality involved. Association 
and fellowship with these men has stimulated Committee interest in the 
broader aspects of prison life. There are indications that this interest may 
Bower under the leadership of those who have been in prison into a 
modern revival of the traditional Quaker concern for the unfortunate and 
neglected persons confined in jails and prisons. It is in this vein and with 
this new concern that the Prison Committee looks ahead to 1946. 

ENT HOUSE 
The International Student House at 1708 New Hampshire Avenue, 

N. W., Washington, D. C., will soon condude its ninth year of serving 
foreign students as a residence and center for educational and recreational 
activities. During 1945 the House was filled to capacity with residents 
representing sixteen countries. The number of students who come to 
Washington from all parts of the world is increasing steadily; this past year 
an average of twenty-five a month were denied the opportunity to live at 
the House because of the Iimited number of rooms available. Some of these 
students dine there and many others take part in the wide variety of dub 
activities. Responsibility for the House and its program now rests almost 
entirely on a loyal and active committee of local Friends. 
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1 
FINANCIAL MPORT 

Haskins & Sells, Certified Public Accountants, are now engaged in an 
audit of the financial records of the Committee. As soon as completed, i their report will be published as a Supplement to this Annual Report, and 

C copies will be sent upon request. 
3 During the year the income of the Committee amounted to $3,732,954.18 
& :  composed of income in cash of $3,027,748.76 and gifts in kind at an 

estimated value of $705,205.42. The Committee, during the year, ex- 
pended $3,212,259.58 (including materials received in kind) for its 
various programs. 

e 
& In order to enable the Society of Friends in America to continue to be 4 
f( 

of service at home and abroad, the following approved form of bequest 
p 
, I 

may be used when writing a will: 
b . "I give and bequeath to the American Friends Service Committee, 

Inc., with headquarters at 20 South 12th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa., 
the sum of $. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., the principal and interest of said 
sum to be used at the discretion and by the direction of the American 
Friends Service Committee, Inc." 

I 
1 Checks for the support of the work should be made payable to: 

William A. Longshore, Treaurer 
20 South 12th Street, 

Philadelphia 7, Pa. 




