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Stories of work from around the region

Visioning event inspires people inside, outside of prison

In May, the AFSC Michigan Criminal Justice Program hosted a Vision Board event in
collaboration with women inside the Huron Valley Correctional Facility. Those who
attended took part in making their own vision boards, as well as collaborating on the
over 170 individual vision boards meant for each woman registered for the partner
event inside prison.

Our partners inside prison celebrated their Visions at the end of May and early June in
various ways throughout the prison. This included receiving an individual vision
board made for them by those who attended the event and AFSC staff, as well as a
vision board booklet for inspirational messages and images to help them realize their
visions. This event was an incredible success and generated immense positivity for
these women. Read more.


https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/emails/van/AFSC/AFSC/1/60968/58lgEXL5c39995BClmuSbtHA8HykrJ2ik5HzWg21G2F_archive

Mental health
crises require

C.A.R.E., not police.

A billboard currently up in Chicago

Youth workshop in Chicago aims to divest in policing, invest in communities

On July 7, AFSC Chi Peace and partners are hosting a youth budget roundtable to
help youth practice how to talk about Public Health and Safety demands, why we
need them, and creative tactics to get the city to listen to young people. Youth are part
of a campaign to reallocate $300 million in “ghost cops” and overtime abuse into
community resources that actually keep people save. Follow on Instagram.
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At the “No Kings” rally in Winona, MN on June 14

Minnesota news

From the Twin Cities Friends Meeting (TCFM) newsletter for June 2025: “After 13
years in the metro area, AFSC’s Twin Cities Healing Justice program will be laid down
on July 31. The decision was reached after numerous discussions with local and
organizational stakeholders, who ultimately agreed that this was the best course of
action. TCFM has been a longtime supporter of AFSC and the program.” Sharon
Goens-Bradley, Regional Director of the Midwest Region, shared information about
the closure and answered questions at TCFM’s June 14 Meeting for Worship with
Attention to Business. AFSC thanks staffers Prescott Jones and Maddy Foss for their
service and wishes them all the best in their future endeavors.
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https://secure.afsc.org/a/youth-budget-roundtable-prep
https://www.instagram.com/afscchipeace/
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=4270&k=5a99b1a3fa
https://tcfm.org/
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Quakers marc for Pride in Des Moines.

lowa updates

In June, members of the Des Moines Valley Friends Meeting and AFSC staff joined
thousands of others in marching for Pride through downtown Des Moines. Friends
hosted a literature table and engaged community members in conversations....Here’s
the latest resistance update from AFSC alums with Iowa Migrant Movement for
Justice.... Save the Children Advocacy Network is hosting an advocacy summit in Des
Moines on July 26.

Short takes

AFSC alum Rabbi Brant Rosen shares this panel discussion on religion and ethics in a
time of war....The “big bill” currently back in the US House is filled with hundreds of
billions in waste, writes Brett Heinz of AFSC....Tell Congress to stop jailing families
and separating loved ones....AFSC’s migration justice yard signs are now available -
order yours today.

Get social
Check out AFSC Midwest on Facebook and follow us on Blue Sky.

DONATE TO AFSC MIDWEST PROGRAMS

AFSC Mission Statement: Guided by the Quaker belief in the divine light of each
person, AFSC works with people of all faiths and backgrounds to challenge unjust
systems and promote lasting peace.


https://photos.afsc.org/?c=4254&k=77dce8d9d5
https://iowammj.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=281&cid=3291&cs=f6785b9ebee591f177c83f234beafd45_1751056839_168
https://act.savethechildrenactionnetwork.org/a/2025-iowa-state-advocacy-summit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXj8Cd0ecNI
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/opinion/article/big-bill-filled-hundreds-billions-waste-20374758.php?utm_source=weekendreading0628&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA25WR0628&emci=2ca28467-5a53-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=0005f898-1b54-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=770453
https://afsc.org/action/our-communities-are-stronger-immigrants-stop-deportations-now?ms=EMA25WR0628&utm_source=weekendreading0628&utm_medium=email&emci=2ca28467-5a53-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=0005f898-1b54-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=770453
https://shop.worxprinting.coop/products/quakers-welcome-migrants-with-dignity-yard-sign?ms=EMA24EM0517FR&emci=ebd7cd99-3d42-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&emdi=39e7871c-6748-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=770453
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://bsky.app/profile/afscmidwestregion.bsky.social
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2

