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Stories of work from around the region
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Michigan staffer explores somatics and organizing

In August, LaWanda Hollister, statewide organizer with the AFSC Michigan Criminal
Justice Program, attended a Black Intensive Groundwork (BIG) training in Florida.
Sixty organizers from 13 states joined her at the event, hosted by the Mass Liberation
Project.

LaWanda served 34 years in prison before obtaining her freedom. She’s worked with
AFSC for the past two years. In this interview, LaWanda describes what she learned at
the training and how it applies to her organizing work for Second Look legislation in
Michigan.


https://afsc.org/newsroom/michigan-staffer-explores-somatics-and-organizing
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AFSC St. Louis staff include (from left) Kayla Hargrove, Ti Dunigan and Alex Jones

St. Louis kicks off the school year; urban garden in the works

Barbara Gunn Lartey, Program Director in St. Louis, writes: “The St. Louis
Peacebuilding Program is excited to kick off the school year, partnering with two
local high schools to teach mediation and de-escalation skills. Rooted in abolitionist
practices, our program equips students to challenge institutional and systemic
inequities while fostering a sense of personal empowerment. This year, we also plan
to incorporate restorative healing practices through the development of an urban
garden, offering a space for reflection and community growth as part of our broader
commitment to creating peaceful, just environments for all.”

Video highlights first-ever Midwest Youth Summer Intensive

With thanks to photographer and videographer Julius Johnson, here’s a video recap
of AFSC’s Midwest Youth Summer Intensive. Youth from AFSC programs in St. Louis

and Chicago joined Twin Cities youth for the event in Minneapolis. Read more.
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https://youtu.be/zaFOa5ledeo
https://afsc.org/newsroom/twin-cities-hosts-midwest-youth-summer-intensive
https://youtu.be/zaFOa5ledeo
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Anti-war message projected on the Chicago Stock Exchange

On the fourth and final night of the recent Democratic National Convention, activists
from AFSC and the Chicago #StopShotSpotter Campaign projected a large message on
the side of the Chicago Stock Exchange. The message read “Divest from policing and
militarism! Invest in housing, education, and healthcare!”

Chicago is spending nearly two billion dollars on policing in 2024, while affordable
housing is scarce, schools underfunded, and too many Chicagoans cannot access
healthcare. Follow AFSC Chicago’s work on Instagram.

Midwest Regional Group member Steve Tamari gives Cary Lecture
From Pendle Hill: What a beautiful 2024 Cary Lecture with Steve Tamari! His talk on
"Light Within and Light Without: The Personal and Political in the Formation of a

Palestinian-American Quaker Identity” was moving and timely. If you missed it, you
can watch it on YouTube.


https://www.instagram.com/erc.productions/
https://www.instagram.com/edwithheart/
https://civicfed.org/node/4249
https://www.instagram.com/afscchipeace/
https://x.com/pendlehillusa/status/1833884959636963812
https://youtube.com/live/e2lFgBzD7n4

Preparing to ring the Japanese Bell in Des Moineé
lowans keep up the work for peace and justice

In August, lowans gathered at the Japanese Bell south of the State Capitol to
remember the victims of the US bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 79 years ago.
The keynote was given by Ann Sullentrop, a nurse from Kansas City who spoke about
"What you can do to stop nuclear weapons.” Ann described efforts to close the Kansas
City "Nuclear Security Campus."

AFSC alum Kathleen McQuillen is the lead organizer for an October 19 Militarism and
Economic Justice Conference in Des Moines featuring fellow alum Joe Gerson and
Kathy Kelly. The AFSC Midwest Region is a co-sponsor of the Hiroshima-Nagasaki
event and the conference.

Here's the latest news from AFSC Iowa alums with lowa Migrant Movement for
Justice.

Short takes

Join AFSC’s No Hunger Summer Orientation calls on Thursday, Sept. 19 at 7:30 pm
CT or Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 6 pm CT.

Take action with the Boycott Chevron campaign during the week of action Sept. 23-
27.

This fall, AFSC is co-sponsoring the Making Queer Quaker History event series.

On Sept. 24, join AFSC staff and partners in a discussion about climate justice in a
militarized world.

Get social

Check out AFSC Midwest on Facebook and follow us on X, formerly known as
Twitter. Thank you!

DONATE TO AFSC MIDWEST PROGRAMS
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https://photos.afsc.org/?c=4043&k=25f67e7ef7
https://catholicpeaceministry.com/
https://catholicpeaceministry.com/
https://iowammj.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=178&cid=6157&cs=56fb4441a707b603dfe5869a212dedfd_1724266831_168
https://secure.afsc.org/a/no-hunger-summer-call-september-19-2024?ms=EMA24EM0517FR&nvep=&hmac=&emci=80efe319-2e5f-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://secure.afsc.org/a/no-hunger-summer-call-september-19-2024?ms=EMA24EM0517FR&nvep=&hmac=&emci=80efe319-2e5f-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://secure.afsc.org/a/no-hunger-summer-call-september-25-2024?ms=EMA24EM0517FR&nvep=&hmac=&emci=80efe319-2e5f-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F92469687%2F497217226%2F-1263431748%3Fimg_index%3D1%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzU1OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI1MDYwZTQ4Zi1jNDZlLWVmMTEtOTkxYS02MDQ1YmRkOWUwOTYiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3D4DFkxy4E6n5nf-8c9IK32m3pnVEd8hIcleu-mLxcugg%3D%26emci%3D0c1128aa-b06e-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096%26emdi%3D5060e48f-c46e-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096%26ceid%3D770453&data=05%7C02%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cbce0ef5f629846f9b39b08dcd0e886e1%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638614944364694846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P75%2BgNnRWmAlAzAmFWgetIYCGqjmZD1o%2Fnz7V55C5XA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F92469688%2F497217228%2F1381036448%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzU1OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI1MDYwZTQ4Zi1jNDZlLWVmMTEtOTkxYS02MDQ1YmRkOWUwOTYiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3D4DFkxy4E6n5nf-8c9IK32m3pnVEd8hIcleu-mLxcugg%3D%26emci%3D0c1128aa-b06e-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096%26emdi%3D5060e48f-c46e-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096%26ceid%3D770453&data=05%7C02%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cbce0ef5f629846f9b39b08dcd0e886e1%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638614944364702135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TPsg76IH6Bc79JWSl3SAJNBxqPC0wLEvh3aKjrewLJI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F92469692%2F497217230%2F-954183551%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS81NzU1OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI1MDYwZTQ4Zi1jNDZlLWVmMTEtOTkxYS02MDQ1YmRkOWUwOTYiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3D4DFkxy4E6n5nf-8c9IK32m3pnVEd8hIcleu-mLxcugg%3D%26emci%3D0c1128aa-b06e-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096%26emdi%3D5060e48f-c46e-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096%26ceid%3D770453&data=05%7C02%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cbce0ef5f629846f9b39b08dcd0e886e1%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638614944364708275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cWxSGEgiBMZUM9OFOrTF8dGgfi0QHWKjpq0HVPxlnHA%3D&reserved=0
https://bhfh.org/making-queer-quaker-history/?ms=EMA24EM0517FR&emci=cbb2de33-9b6b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=66dcab89-896f-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=770453#:~:text=%E2%80%8BThe%20%E2%80%9CMaking%20Queer%20Quaker,aspects%20of%20queer%20Quaker%20history.
https://afsc.org/events/climate-justice-militarized-world?ms=EMA24EI0905&=&emci=edc2c580-ac6b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=c320e79c-c56b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=770453
https://afsc.org/events/climate-justice-militarized-world?ms=EMA24EI0905&=&emci=edc2c580-ac6b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&emdi=c320e79c-c56b-ef11-991a-6045bdd9e096&ceid=770453
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2

