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AFSC West Region News - July 2023

Stories of work from around the region

Welcome to the American Friends Service Committee’s West Region monthly
newsletter. Please send feedback to WestNews@afsc.org.

WE STOPPED THE CONTRACT!

We call on Mayor-Elect Johnston to:
o withdraw the RFP,
* initiate a community driven process
and
 prioritize a new, vibrant system of
welcome.
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Immigrant Rights Program, Denver
In a major win, AFSC and partners stop $40M migrant shelter contract

Thanks to a true team effort between AFSC Colorado, AFSC Economic Activism,
and partners on the ground, Denver city leaders have put a halt to a $40 million
contract with the private security company Gardaworld to house 1000 migrants.
“The real question is, does Denver want to be the guinea pig for sheltering of
vulnerable people with a corporation that has no experience doing that, and only
experience in policing and military-style operations?” Jennifer Piper of AFSC
asked the Denver Post. “My answer is no,” Piper said.
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mailto:WestNews@afsc.org
https://www.denverpost.com/2023/07/06/denver-migrant-sheltering-gardaworld-contract/

ACULMINATION OF OUR WORK. AN ARTEVISM EVENT.
SATURDAY, JULY 22ND, 2023
12:00PM - 4:00PM

2131 N. VAN NESS BLVD.
FRESNO, CA.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF FRESNO \
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JOIN US TO TAKE PART OF AN INTERACTIVE MURAL WITH A FEATURED ARTIST.
TASTE A TRADITIONAL MICHOACAN DISH BY A MEXICAN CHEF. LISTEN TO
PERFORMANCES FROM VARIOUS TALENTED POETS. WATCH A FOLKLORIC DANCE
PERFORMANCE BY A LOCAL DANCE GROUP AND MORE! THIS EVENT IS FREE.

Pan Valley Institute (PVI), Fresno

ArteVism closing ceremony set for July 22

ArteVism Fellow Rodolfo Robles Cruz writes that the Pan Valley Institute will
be holding a closing ceremony for the ArteVism program on Saturday, July 22.
The event will feature an interactive mural, a beading session, and a folklorico
performance as we gather to reflect on the culmination of our work. Learn more
about the event here.

MULTIPLE PROJECTILES
ARE INHERENTLY
INDISCRIMINATE.

California Healing Justice Program, Oakland
Community questions safety of scattershot munitions

Thanks to California Healing Justice organizing, Alameda County community
members recently called on county leadership to oppose the Sheriff's plan to
stockpile "less lethal” munitions. Both local community members and
international experts also called on the county to issue a ban on using the
dangerous, indiscriminate "scatter shot” munitions. (Scattershots are "less
lethal” munitions that issue a spray of munitions, making them impossible to
aim.) While no decision in either direction was reached, the county will likely

continue its deliberations over the coming months.
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flive-pan-valley-institute.pantheonsite.io%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C4c27443f37ce4fe0589208db7e5288ff%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638242665219158040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NQINgIdOnGQB59gmqjAD99UcAS6fcc0SRnSJoRsdxX0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flive-pan-valley-institute.pantheonsite.io%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7C4c27443f37ce4fe0589208db7e5288ff%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638242665219158040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NQINgIdOnGQB59gmqjAD99UcAS6fcc0SRnSJoRsdxX0%3D&reserved=0
https://afsc.org/newsroom/blossoms-resistance-set-july-22-fresno
https://afsc.org/newsroom/community-questions-safety-county-sheriffs-scattershot-munitions
https://afsc.org/scattershot
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People of the Land Program, Albuquerque

Farm to School project completes successful eight-year run

After wrapping up the 2022-23 school year in June, the AFSC New Mexico's Farm
to School project is transitioning. Since 2015, AFSC NM has worked with the New
Mexico Department of Agriculture, multiple school districts, and charter schools
to direct state money to schools to purchase locally grown food. Recently a slate
of new food and hunger legislation was passed in New Mexico with far more
robust financial and administrative support available to both schools and
farmers. Read more from Patrick Jaramillo of AFSC.

Project Voice Immigrant Rights Program, Oregon-Washington

Successful fundraising concert boosts work for immigrant rights

Pedro Sosa reports that AFSC Oregon Project Voice hosted our online annual
fundraiser event on June 14 to recognize the work and impact with our
community partners. Music was provided by Los Jornaleros del Norte, a group of
day laborers based in Los Angeles, playing cumbias and corridos about the plight
of workers. In this video, community partners highlight our work and share
their experiences as participants of AFSC’s popular education and leadership
development.
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https://afsc.org/newsroom/farm-school-project-completes-successful-eight-year-run
https://afsc.org/newsroom/oregon-project-voice-fundraising-concert-2023
https://afsc.org/newsroom/oregon-project-voice-fundraising-concert-2023
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Roots For Peace (RFP) Program, Los Angeles

Trellises workshop builds community

Roots For Peace alumni joined community members for a June afternoon
workday and trellises workshop at Corazon de la Gente Community Farm. As
described on Instagram, trellises are very helpful for your garden or plants. They
serve as a support for plants like tomatoes (which are in season) by weaving
their vines through and helping plants not become invasive.

US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego
San Diego community members in solidarity with Floridians

From Facebook: AFSC's US-Mexico Border Program joined a recent Todos
Somos Florida's press event announcing their caravan to Tallahassee, Florida,
where people supported migrant workers and their families. The group
denounced Gov. DeSantis’ SB1718 law and other anti-migrant initiatives. We
expressed our solidarity with those on the caravan and with the people of
Florida organizing against the measures that target working migrant families.
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https://www.instagram.com/rootsforpeace_la/
https://www.facebook.com/AFSC.SanDiego
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67 Suerios, Oakland
New mural reflects youth interest in healing

In week two of their latest mural process, 67 Suefios youth chose a theme and
brainstormed images that represent their visions. They presented their ideas to
the amazing Artist @amendtdk, who we have the honor to continue working
with this year! We are so excited to see the youth’s vision come to life! It’s all a
beautiful process. Check out Instagram and Facebook for videos.

Short takes ‘

Apply today for AFSC’s limited-seat, Restorative Justice co-learning cohort to
be held online every other Wednesday from Sept. 6-Nov. 15....Tell Congress:

Don’t send cluster munitions to Ukraine...The Quaker Worship Group at Sing
Sing prison has written this minute of support for AFSC’s North Star vision

document...

. Apply today to serve on one of AFSC’s governance bodies....Check

out the Quakers Today podcast.



https://www.instagram.com/67suenos/
https://www.facebook.com/67suenos/
https://afsc.org/events/2023-restorative-justice-co-learning-cohort?ms=EMA23WR0701&utm_source=weekendreading0701&utm_medium=email&emci=80e14c66-4917-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=da7fb6fd-0a18-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=770453
https://afsc.org/action/tell-congress-dont-send-cluster-munitions-ukraine?ms=EMA23AA0707JP&emci=8aeb41c6-f11c-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=0f7b8d50-091d-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=770453
https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/NorthStarminuteFinal.pdf?ms=EMA23FR0705&emci=0021631e-8317-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=4d1aec83-401b-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=770453
https://afsc.org/newsroom/governance-recruitment
https://www.friendsjournal.org/podcast/?ms=EMA23FR0705&emci=0021631e-8317-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&emdi=4d1aec83-401b-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73&ceid=770453

Your support matters

Your gifts of time and money make a real difference. Please be in touch with any
West Region program by visiting our newly redesigned afsc.org, and support the

AFSC West Region by donating today. Please share this subscription link for this
newsletter with others. Thank you!

DONATE TO WEST REGION PROGRAMS



https://www.afsc.org/
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2
https://secure.everyaction.com/2Y14LyZi1UOZEb5a0jj85w2
https://secure.everyaction.com/LhfRQwJP6UquMzpppJ8miQ2

