AFSC Midwest Digest - April 2023

Stories of work from around the region
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AFSC.ORG/THINKTWICE

Download this “Think Twice” poster

“Think Twice Before Calling the Police” webinar series to begin in May

Many people have an understanding that police violence targets certain communities.
Many want to avoid calling the police but don’t know what to do in case of an
emergency. Join us in a four-part series that will provide you with concrete skills and
strategies to avoid calling law enforcement unless absolutely necessary. Register
today for Thursdays in May at 7 pm CT. And if you haven’t already, take our pledge to
Think Twice Before Calling the Police.



https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Think%20Twice%20Poster_draftnew.pdf?utm_source=weekendreading0401&utm_medium=email&ms=EMA23WR0401&emci=46b0abb9-56cf-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=6c0863ee-88d0-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=770453
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F61443943%2F400104626%2F594068015%3Fms%3DEMA23FR0407%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS84NTc0NiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI5ZWNlY2EwZi01OWQ1LWVkMTEtOGU4Yi0wMDIyNDgzMmViNzMiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DnpKBHky5tZb91SK-G2agHmIyvRov467pIUW_f_8otVw%3D%26emci%3D7607aaec-b5d4-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D9ececa0f-59d5-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D770453&data=05%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cd4a6783058954d6cb73c08db377d023b%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638164782302245681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q0CDEHay8Q8sY4bIhkK1vnCKoIRaJW6eiwP10JKpHqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F61443943%2F400104626%2F594068015%3Fms%3DEMA23FR0407%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS84NTc0NiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI5ZWNlY2EwZi01OWQ1LWVkMTEtOGU4Yi0wMDIyNDgzMmViNzMiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DnpKBHky5tZb91SK-G2agHmIyvRov467pIUW_f_8otVw%3D%26emci%3D7607aaec-b5d4-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D9ececa0f-59d5-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D770453&data=05%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cd4a6783058954d6cb73c08db377d023b%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638164782302245681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q0CDEHay8Q8sY4bIhkK1vnCKoIRaJW6eiwP10JKpHqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F61443944%2F400104627%2F1068165237%3Fms%3DEMA23FR0407%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BRlNDL0FGU0MvMS84NTc0NiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI5ZWNlY2EwZi01OWQ1LWVkMTEtOGU4Yi0wMDIyNDgzMmViNzMiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIkpLcmllZ0BhZnNjLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DnpKBHky5tZb91SK-G2agHmIyvRov467pIUW_f_8otVw%3D%26emci%3D7607aaec-b5d4-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D9ececa0f-59d5-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D770453&data=05%7C01%7CJKrieg%40afsc.org%7Cd4a6783058954d6cb73c08db377d023b%7Cbdb9059779bc47b8adec787f4e42aa8a%7C0%7C0%7C638164782302245681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mC8Q8%2BrrIiy0dlrr4tei%2BVkMOor0DUbYT5bMOg2PoSM%3D&reserved=0

Graduation marks new phase in St. Louis youth organizing for abolition

From Facebook: In late March, members of AFSC’s Youth Advocates for Healing and
Liberation (YAHL) participated in a graduation session at Saint Louis University. The
event marked the beginning of a new phase in youth organizing and reviewing the
tenets of abolition. Members watched Derecka Purnell’s segment with Trevor Noah
around her new book Becoming Abolitionists, discussed what they learned, and
tackled challenges they had felt. Additionally, members gave feedback on their hopes
for the Youth Council moving forward. Shout out to YAHL members Grace, Naim, and
Yosiyah for their brilliant insights.

Ending juvenile life without parole, pushing for Second Look legislation

In this video from Safe and Just Michigan, the late AFSC Michigan alum Danny Jones
shares his story in support of the work to end juvenile life without parole sentencing
in Michigan. In this article, Pete Martel of AFSC-MI explains how Second Look
legislation would provide a goal to people serving long sentences and give them a
reason to participate in educational and vocational programs. “It’s a reason to hold on
to hope,” Pete says. AFSC is joining with partners at an April 19 rally and press
conference in Lansing for the introduction of Second Look legislation. Register here.

Twin Cities program works to reduce suspensions and expulsions

According to Brynne Crockett, Twin Cities Healing Justice Program Director, AFSC is
shifting its work to focus on reducing suspensions and expulsions in schools. AFSC
staff have also been deepening relationships with local Friends. In their most recent
State of Society report, Twin Cities Friends Meeting writes: “TCFM supports AFSC and
has two representatives, one on the Midwest Executive Committee and the other on
an advisory board....” Follow AFSC’s Instagram account for updates.

Storytelling and survival from Gaza

In this interview, hear from Refaat Alareer, one of 11 Palestinian writers who
contributed to AFSC’s anthology Light in Gaza: Writings Born of Fire. Refaat talks
about how Israeli bombings and violence in Gaza have affected his family—and why
he shares these stories with the world. “Telling stories is a human act—it’s an act of
life, of insisting on living,” he says. “But it’s also a political act.” Click here for more
recommended readings and media on Gaza.

Come work for the AFSC Midwest Region!

May 2 is the deadline for applications for our Regional Finance and Office Associate.
You have until May 5 to apply to become our next Associate Regional Director. Stay
tuned for more job openings, including Chicago Peacebuilding Coordinator. Today is
Debbie Southorn’s last day in that position. We thank her for years of inspired,
creative service and wish her the very best.



https://www.facebook.com/AFSCstlouis/
https://www.cc.com/video/0w8kcq/the-daily-show-with-trevor-noah-derecka-purnell-becoming-abolitionists
https://youtu.be/gZ6yMw3bpOc
https://www.miningjournal.net/news/michigan-news-apwire/2023/02/calls-go-out-for-sentencing-jail-reform/
https://mailchi.mp/bacf8d4a0fbf/second-look-community-rally-press-conference?e=9279d8fb6e
https://mailchi.mp/bacf8d4a0fbf/second-look-community-rally-press-conference?e=9279d8fb6e
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoq7dRm6nTldwOV6Y947WEUXFUwz2jbRIMHNJdziqRfprOTg/viewform
https://www.instagram.com/yuirtc/
https://afsc.org/news/storytelling-and-survival-gaza
https://afsc.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/Recommended%20Readings%20and%20Media%20on%20Gaza.pdf.
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=11af3a2c-9a87-4b73-ba24-ef7b3ebfb284
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/AME1068/JobBoard/34b788f5-e07e-3fb3-8e73-08c36602a07b/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=88b8126f-5596-479a-87f2-3eedfba7e3b7

Short takes

Check out the latest update from AFSC alums with lowa Migrant Movement for
Justice and these photos from a People’s Prayer Breakfast in Des Moines.... AFSC
alum Brant Rosen shares his thoughts about Passover and liberation for
Palestinians...Speak out to expand free school meals to more children....View AFSC’s
recent webinar on Values-Based Financial Planning....Join us at noon CT on Tuesday,

April 18 for Defining a Faithful Farm Bill to Protect our Climate.

Grateful for your support

Please renew your support of AFSC by donating now; please consider becoming a
Partner for Peace by donating monthly. Check out AFSC Midwest on Facebook and
follow us on Twitter. Thank you!

DONATE TO AFSC MIDWEST PROGRAMS
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https://iowammj.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=98&cid=3291&cs=311a72df1d50b733244fa50091e1482d_1680644337_168
https://photos.afsc.org/?c=3629&k=0b0fb5c245
https://www.facebook.com/events/1208439856474630/?ref=newsfeed
https://truthout.org/articles/our-vision-of-liberation-this-passover-must-include-palestinians/
https://afsc.org/action/speak-out-expand-free-school-meals-more-children?ms=EMA23FR0407&emci=7607aaec-b5d4-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&emdi=9ececa0f-59d5-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73&ceid=770453
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQGMEl12mII
https://afsc.org/events/defining-faithful-farm-bill-protect-our-climate?ms=EMA23EI0403&emci=d9dd50b4-9bcd-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=adb00004-2cd2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=770453
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2
https://www.facebook.com/afscmidwest/
https://twitter.com/AFSCMidwest
https://secure.everyaction.com/4PGV0DGl-0-iYkV6o5eeKA2

