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Dear friends, 

I am writing to .share with you an exciting report on the first national 
·gathering organized for and _by lesbian, gay, bisexual; and transgender · . 

. (LGBT) youth and youth service provi,ders. The word empowerment. is often 
used when. speaking of disenfranchised communities. In recent years it has 
become almost required to include the word empoiverri1ent when talking of 

- youth issues. However, rarely is the full mea_ning of the word empowerment 
anc\,lyzed or at times unde.rst()od. Webster's Collegiate- Dictionary .defines 
the word empower as to give official ati-thority _or legal power to. The orga-" · 
nizers .of the 1993 Youth Empowerment Speakout real~zed. that true empow-

. erment is the active commitment to .enabling aff~cted communities to SJ?eak 
for themselves. 

Often ignored, abused, exploited, or forgotten about, LGBT youth face 
enorinous -obstacles and rejection in many -areas of their"lives. Recent studies .· 
and reports have reveafed some ofthese obstacles_. A .disproportionate 
number are at high risk for HIV infectiqn1 and AIDS, physica"I and/ or sexual 
abus~2, alcohol and d:::ug abuse3, homelessness4, and suicide5. Often· invisi_ble 

·. or seen as going through a phase, the d.ifficultjes of LGBT_youths are exacer­
bated by isolation and neglect: Those seeking to support LGBT youths face 
lack 9£- sufficient resources, up to date i°nformation, and. knowiedge of simi­
l~r programs. Addressing these problems.requires :multifaceted approaches, 
pctrticularly accurate inform~tion and services sensitive to racial _and ethnic 
identity._ 

Thi; report documents an incredible example of a grassroots ·national 
. commitment to hearing and addressing the needs and concerns of LGBT 
you.th. No one grnup_or indivi~ual was. singularly responsible for making 



the 1993 Youth Empowerment Speakout '(YES) a x:eality. Only by strug­
gling together were organizers able to effectively bring together ~GBT 
youth .and: youth supporters frQm around the country. The result was 
that on April 24 and 25,. 1993, over2,000 youths gathered to share their 
joys, frustratjons, and visions .of new possibilities. It is. a testament to the 
hope and belief that change, ·while ~lusive, is fE;asible . . 

Whether you are a representative from· a ·national youth organiza- . 
Hon or a national gay and lesbian organization, a youth, a youth-services 
provid~i, a clergy member, a parent, a member of Congress,· an e~ucator, 
pr a concerned adult, this report is for you. · 

. . ' 

'Centers for Disease Control, 1992. 

Jenie Hall 
·Bridges' Project··. 

.. 

2 Hunter, J., . "Violence Against Lesbian and Gay.Male Youths,"}. Interpersonal Violence, . 
5(3) September 1990. · · 

3Ramaf~di, "Adolescent f!omosexuali.ty'," Clinical Pediatrics, 24(9):481-485, 1985: 

· 
4 Seattle Commission on Children and Youth, Seattle, Wash., Rep;,, ~n Gay & Lesbian 
Youth in Seattle, p. ·13, November 1988. ' · 

5Gibson, Paul, "Gay Male and Lesbian Youth Suicide,"-.Report of the Secretary'.s Task 
force on Youth Suicide (Washington, D.C.: .U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Januaryl989), pp. 110-142. 
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PROLOGUE . 

·Report· andReinarks on·the 
Youth Empowermeni Speakout · 

Hoping to rai~e the -level of debate on gay, lesbi.an, bisexual, and transgender 
youth issues, the f9llowing is a report on the first national speaking event organized ·for 
and by gay, 'lesbi~n, bisexual, and transgender youth.· The Youth Empowerment Speak­

. out (Y_ES) occt1_rred April 24, 1993, in Washington'. D.C:., and .attracted over 600 partici­
pants from aroul)d the United States. 

Thi,~ paper, prepared by YES organizer~, includes ·youth qu_otes, insights, and 
general demo"graphic information gathered from YES. It is."a synopsis of. insights on 
change from those youths and youth-service providers wh9 attend-ed. 

Nation~Ily in the .tnovement for lesbian, gay; bisexuql, and transgender civil rights, 
a serious discussion of youth issues has been gravely lacking. Increasingly targeted by . 
religious supr~macists and ignored by the larger_ gay, lesbian, bisexual, a:nd transgender 
communities, youth issues now, more than ever, need national leadership a·nd recogni-

. tio·n. Included in this report are thoughtful -responses and steps that readers are encour-
aged to take_ to address gay, lesbian, bisexual, and_ transgender youth issues. · 

A WEEKEND OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 
-The Youth Empoweqnent Speakout (YES) occurred during the weekend of the 

National March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal"Rights, and Liberation. 
Cuhninating in a large youth.continger{t atthe marcl:i, YES was a co_rri.biriation·of activi­
ties designed to empower gay, lesbian, bisexual, and ;transgender youth. Throughout 
the weekend of April" 23-25, youths were encouraged to identify priority issues and 
·address the institutions affecting .their everyday lives. YES and related.events attracted · 
almost 2,000 youth. 

The main event of YES was the Speakout itself, a. networking and brainstorming 
in~ensive held on Saturday, April 24, on Capitol Hill. As the first nationai speaking. . ' . . . 

1 



., 

2 

• 
'We're tired of the cold 
shoulder; we~re tired of 
being dismissed; we're 

tired of being ·treated like 
· bundles otraging. hor~ones 
with no ideas! Stop bullying 

us-and complaining about 
us long enough to_.listen, 

·fora change!' 

A ; _ 

· YOUTH EMPOWERMENT SPEAl(OUT 

event put together for, of, and by gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth, il 
attracted almost 600 worr:i.en and men ages 14 through 24 anci was the largest such · 
gat~ering ever _held. . · · · · . · · 

On arriving, participants ""ere given free t-shirts; condoms, books, stickers, and 
i""nform~tion packets. Included in the "packets were information cards-that would pro­
vide ·a general demographic·pichlre of YES. (See graphs· a( the end of this report.) 

:ES rnnsisted of a11_opening plena~y session with presentations on four issue areas 
(safety, education, diversity, and religion/politics), opportµnities for participants to 

· . . i;neet in small discussion/ actio~ groups, and an ·open°microphone session. 
. Other youth-related activities surrounding \ES inclu~ed a youth is.sues briefing 

during the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force/Human Rights Campaign Fund/ AIDS 
Action Coui-lcil Lobby Days, fund-raisers, a meeting of youth organizf rs and ser~'ice . 
providers, and youth representation at the march. · · 

· After .the Speako~t, an alcohol and drug,free dance ~as held for gay,·lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender youth 24 a_nd under. It was the only specific youth social 
even:t provided during the weekend of the march. . · · 

The following day a youth contingent o{ over 1,500 strode behind the YES banner. 
Marching sixth in the March· On Washington, ·the group sang and ch;mted pr~mdly along 
the ent.ire.march route. The largest youth coritingent ever 1n sµch a march, the·youths 
arid supporters made s.ure that their presence ~as k.r;i.own through chants such as "Hey, . 
Hey; Ho, Ho; Ageism has got to Go!" and "2,4,6,8; are you sure your.kids are straight?!" 

Al.l YES. events ·were sign-interpreted and physically accessible. 

. -YES: BRIEF HISTORY. 
· ' The ideas and work behinq YE$ developed at the 1992 National Gay and Lesbian 

Health Foundation Conference.· Quring the conference, a nu~ber. of youth service 
providers and orgc,mizers cai;ne together -to discuss youth events_ and ·resources at the 

. 1993 Mar.ch ori Washi~gton. After consi_derable discussion, lhe group agreed to sponso_r 
and organize a Youth Empower~ent Speakout and host a youth social event.· · 

The leading priority for orga~zers was ensuring that youth be _involved in the 
planning process and that acti".ities of YES be youth-driven. Other priorities included_ 
making the events youth-safe and drµg /alcohoi-free. The in:itial group noted that no 
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other youth events ·were being plannep for the march and felt that_ it was important for 
Y.ES not to duplicate or infringe on-any other youth events. The organizers viewed YES 
as needi~g .to be a focused, ·national.event of, by, and for gay, lesbian~ bisexual, and 
tram,gender youth at which resources -and information from around the:country \.vould 
be avail.able for them. · 

Representati"'.eS from the American Friends Service Committee (AF5C) coordi-
. nated two sets ·of conference calls, ·one, led by Karina Luboff, an AFSC intern from 
E~ergreen State College in OlyD;lpia, Washington, involved a group of youths who · 
actually organized the agenda of events and staffed the sessions. The other, chaired by 
Jeriie Hall, director of AFSC's Bridges Project, was a group of youth service "providers 
and otganizers ";ho worked toget~er to coordiryate logistics and resources. With the 
sponsorship of the Foundation for National Progress, Luke Adams sign('.d on as the sife­
based organizer for YES and worked out of the offices of the D.C.-based Sexual Minor­
Hy_ Youth Assista·nce League: The League's president, Board, staff, and volunteers 

· provided invaluable assistance. 

A listing of organizing and sponsoring agencies follows this .report. 

THE SPEAKOUT ISSUE AREAS 
The .Saturday Speakout began with a. plenary session during which facilitators of 

· four issues groups briefly introduced their' topics. YES participants were then. invited to 
break into smaller discussioni action groups:or stay f~r an open microphone session. . 
The issue areas, decia.ed by the youth steering committee, were as follows: 

.-Area 
· Safety 
Diversity 
Religion and Politics 
Educafion · 
Open Mictophones · 

Service-Providers2 

Facilitator 
. Todd Taylor 
Yvette. Gomez 
D_oug Yount 

· Rick Aguirre 
. Karina Luboff 
and Noel Talavera 
Jenie Hall 

Speaker . 
· (See·Below)1 

Yvette Gomez 
·Me1 Klomp 
Mary. Hansen 

3 . 

1 One facilitator could not be named 
because representatives of tlze 111edia were 
present, and she is subject to deportation for 
political reasons having to do with her 
family and because her sexual orientation is 
.illegal-in her native country. · 
2 The service-providers a·nd adult supporters 
also met briefly during tire s111al/ groups 
sessions. 
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The master of ~eremo'nies was Noel Talavera, who seemed to ca'tch the mood of the. 
gathering by saying, "We're tired of the cold shoulder; we'.re tired of being dismissed; 
we're tir.ed oJ being treated·like bundles of raging hormones with no ideas! Stop bullying 
us and complaining about. us long enough to· listen for a ch~nge!" Noel then went on to · 
introduce Nina Terrell who presented a.n historical overview of t_he processes and events 
that led up to the Youth EmpowermentSpeakout and the-beginnings of-a gay, lesbian, 
bisexual," and _transgender youth movement. 

· Mos·t of the following discussion group descriptions. were prepared by the youth 
who facilitated them. · 

SAFETY 
The group opened with the sharing of nary,.es and important networking informa­

tion. Todd and the speaker outlined the issue of safety as including both physical and 
mental safety. For tlie most part, participants felt that areas separate for youth and . 
exclusive of adults were only necessary in cases where the threat of violence or abuse 
was p~esent. · Instead, they advocated for youth-friendly environments that would not 
prevent youth from attending becai:ise of age. (Many youth felt isolated from the adult 

· les!;,ian, gay, bisexual and transgender ·movement beq1use of a lack of social e~ents 
outside of bars or away from alcohol.) ·othe~ youths also voiced a desire to feel_ re­
spected,- heard, and safe ·from being "hit on" when they interacted with older leaders ·or 
assoc"iates: · · 

Considerable discussion .ensued about I-_IIV/ AIDS safer sex practices _and the need 
for more explicit education and resources . . Because it.was felt that this fssue wo.uld 
demand to<? m~ch ti_me, it was saved for a larger d iscus~ion with other youths from the 
plena-ry session who ha9 already begun talking a~out it. 

.. The women in tl'te grol!p·initiated a discussion about lesbian health issues. They . 
called for greater lesbian health care awareness ·and ed~cation, specifically directed at 
young women. Overall, there was a strong desire expressed for more lesbian health 
awareness and educa_tion among young lesb_ians. Breast exams ~ere discussed, as well 
as the use of dental dams for oral sex. The women indicated that dental dam use was 
uncommon. They shared what they knew and were unhappy that they-did not know 
more.· 
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. . 

There was some discussion of sensitivity betwee_n women and men and concern 
about the safety of a dialogue betwe~n them. Most of the women felt that young gay 
and bisexual men had little sensitivity to'women's concerns. _There "".ere disc.ussions 
from both womt:!n and.men al:>m.Jt the ideology of rape and some disagreements.abou~ 
what sqrts of violenc~ ~~e rape . . All agreed that they needed more work a~d education 
together . . . · · · 

To lessen the feeling of isolation, suicide and substance-abuse·issues dominated 
most of the safety group discussion. The prevafence of. s1:1bstance abuse am~mg gay, • 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgendet youth was attributed to the great degree.of .social 

. pressure· and the lac_k of support all around. Alcohol anq drugs are an escape for many, 
it was felt. Participants also d_iscussed the greater sexuat risks. involved when people 
are in"toxicated. ·One extremely frightening momerit occurred whel) it was discovered · 
that all of the youth in the safety discussion group had considered suicide at some time 
in their lives. · · 

· The group caUed for greater national support from the Lesbian and Gay_ ~ove­
ment, especially from .older leaders, and wider, more intense, and more direct health 
educatio"n:- · 

RELIGION. & POLITICS 
. The religion and politics discussio~ group was one of the ID?St heavily attended 

sessions of YES. The participants pf this workshop discussed the dual.relationship 
religion and politics can have on gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trarisgender youth. Almost 

. immediately the group focused on how religion affects poiitics a_nd on the -impact the 
two issues ·have on society in th_e United States. Among the questions posed were: 
"What role, if any, does religion play in the political agenda of the United States? Is that . 
role inevitable?" .. "What process can be used to separate.the role of hlorals in se>ciety · 

·· from the mandates exposed in religious dogmar' · . _ 
The par_ticipants in the group were all youths from 16 to 24, from raciaHy, _socially, 

politica!ly, and spiritually diverse backgrounds. However, the one aspect on which 
everyone could agree was that, whether it should or ·hot, religion play$ a .tremendous 
role in American politics. Most participants agreed that politics must pull away from its 
)ove affair with the religious concept cif good and evil. The moral basis of the country 

DECLAR.E 
.WAR . 

.. ON . .-
AlriS ·. 

5 



· 6 

•• 
~II just one· counselor o·r . · 
teach·er or som.eone had . 

-stood up tor me then ii 
might not have·been·so 

. bad. · ... As ii was, I'm glad · 
' . I liad the lew friends I did . . . 

to help me through.' 

• 

YOUTH EMPO_WERMENT SPEAKOUT 

. should instead focus more on the rights of pr~yacy _with laws based on reason c!Od . 
factual information rather than . on concepts of sin: · _ 

Patrick, a youth from Colorado, impressed· upon the group 'the· serious threat posed 
by the religious right to issues import-ant to gay, les_bian, bisexual, and transgender , 
youth.' He spoke of the tactics used by

0

the religious groups in Colorado to get Amend­
ment 2_passed. He stressed the rise iri hate crimes· and thE/increas~d fear ~mong people 

. who are now afraid. of coming out or being found out. The youth group from Colorado 
urged everyone to get i_nvolved and not to ignore 'the issue. "It was our apathy_.:._our 
belief that no one would ever vote to pas_s suth a bill-that allowed it to pass;:' said one 
youth. "Don' t let the same thing happen in your state." _ 

A vigorous debate then erupted over the .e~fectiveness and necessity to boycott 
Colorado. Most participants from that state seemed opposed to the boyeott. "You ar_e· 
hurting. the wrong p~ople,'' .Patrick stated. "You qre financially damaging the people in 
major cities such as Denver and Boulder, which have anti-~iscrimination laws on the • 
books for hoµwsexuals. Those people voted against Amendment 2. Meanwhile; the 
people who.voted for: the amendment are out in the suburbs arid rural areas, and they . . ' 

are not being affected because tourism is down. They are gl~id to see the faggots and 
their money stay out of the sti¼te." Other youth agreed,· feeling that instead of _boycotting 
the state, we should be flooding it with .homosexual presence. "We can1t let them think 
they can just run us out of there." stated one participant_. '.'If they think they can d_o it 
there, they'll try it everywhere else, too." Several youth from across the country 
warned.th~t efforts·are being attempted by religious groups to '·put similar amendments 
on the ballots· in least eight other_ states. · ' · · 

. EDUCATION 
The education issues group consisted of approximately 25 people. Tfte majority of 

participants felt that ignorance was the basis of many of the issues faced by gay,: lesbian, 
b.isexual, and transgender youtl:i .. -' The group advocated that education and awareness of 
sex_ual minorities ~ust begin at an early age and then continue throughout high school. 
Educators and administrators especially must. be made· aware of and . informed of queer 
issues. A few youths shared painfu1 _experiences of being labeled gay or lesbian in 
school. One 18-year-old stated: · · · 

.•, 

· { 
• 

1' 

. ' t 
• 
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If just one counselor or teacher or someone had stood up for me then it might 
not have been so bad . ... As it was, I'm glad I had the few friends I did to help 
me through: · · 

. There was also m~ch discussion about college·support and social ·groups. 'Ma.ny· 
participants spoke about their positive experiences in such groups. Other people came 

7 

from smaller or more conservative schools and wanted to know how to get such groups · 
going a t their sch9ols. Many different suggestions were shared on how to start support . · · .· 
and social group~, includ ing.: get.ting the word out, having strong.leadership arid/ or · 
faculty assistance, securing funding, h~ving a clear purpo.se arid goals,·and maintaining 
confidentiality. · 
· · Another suggestion was to et'l<;:ourage graduates to return to their hfgh schools and 
share their experiences of growing up lesbian ocgay there. The graduates ·could then 
talk about the benefits a support group would have0 give1,1 them and ·ask the school to 
start such a group. 1f the school still didn' t feel comfortable with startjng a support . 
group, graduates could offer tq be a speaker on gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
issue·s to help inform students pbout these subjects. As Doug Yount, the group facili tator 

· put it: · · · 

Education goes beyond support and understanding among gay, lesbian, 
.bisexual, and transgender youth and inciudes being visible and open to non-
gay, lesb.ian, bisexual, and transgrnde; youth. · · 

An ofteri repe11ted sentiment in the group addressed the need for action: ·· 
"Be-visible." · · 
"Talk about being gay, lesbian, bisexual,_an~ transgender." 
"Put signs-up on campus." 

. "Tell your friends about your experiences." 
. . "Chalk graffiti." 

, . 

"Write letters to newspapers." 
_ "Respond to homophobic _rem,arks; and when signs are torn down and ears are 

covered and l~tters go unpr_inted, don't give up but, rather, triple. your· effoi::ts.'1 

"No matter what, do something." , . . . . 

• 
'HIV and AIDS wasn't even 
mentioned as an issue 
area .. ~. young people die 
because of this kind of 
.denial or lack of attentiJJn!' 
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DIVERSITY 
The dive~sity workshop was a·tte'nded by approximately 15 very diverse young 

people. As with any discussion dealing with such a broad topic, participants began by 
trying to define what diversity meant to them. It was importanUhat the group not only 
share ind.ividual definitions, but also that they w.ork to agree on a common definition of 

· diversity. · · 

. ·: After the group defined what dive_rsity meant to individuals, they talked about 
how diverse we all_ are within ourselves. Surprisingly people who sai_d or thought 
diversity was not something that included them or that there was nothing _diverse about 
them, eventually had much to say ?bout the diversity with.in themselves. · 

The group successfully completed the first and probably most important step in .. 
diversity awareness: By helping people realize that be{ng committed to diversity means 
tha·t an of who they are· should be included in everything they do. From .there the 
participants went on to talk about how diversity fits_ into the youth .movem~~t. 

Everyone agreed that many different kinds_ of people should be visible in the youth 
movement and important _to it. People came_ into the group with a great awareness of the 
importance of diversity; they left with an e-ven stronger sense of that and the knowledge 
that they're not alone: Overall t_he discussion wa~ exciting, hones~, and .empowering. 

OPEN MICROPHONE 
The. open microphone session proviped the most direct an'd the most troubling 

information of the Speakout. Speakers called for greater unity,.-and several y·oung 
people spoke about general issues of concern, such as recognition, educational needs, 
soct,al support services,. and more sensitivity to people with disabilities. However,· the 
overriding concern was f:IIV infection and AIDS among gay;· lesbian, bisexual, and 
"tra-nsgender youth. · 

Several partic.ipants calle·d for greater visibility, reduction of risks, education 11bout 
, safer sex; medical and mental health care,· and youth acces~ to insurance and social 
support services. One qf the speakers, Pedro Zamora, was particularly concerned t:11af 
the· workshops selected by organizers did not include one specifically on youth and 
AIDS. . 



Bridges Project : 

In moving and powerful testimony, many young people approached the micro­
phori'e to address the concern of youth and AIDS, including several, like Zamora, who 

. shared their own experiences and struggles, living with HIV. With regard to AIDS, it is 
clear that our health care system, .mainstream youth service agencies, and the national · 
lesbian and gay movement continue to negiect _the needs of the gay, _lesbian, .bisexual, 
and transgender youth population. "Too many days," Zamora told the group, "I fe~I 
like another step gets added every tirri.e I've climbed what I. thought was the last.II 

•Another youth said, "J regret'tl)at the open microphone session occurred at.a time· 
when many' of the .. participants were attending other workshops; so relatively few were 
abl_e to hear and respond to the con_ce~ns being raised: Even though they only reached a 

. fraction ofYEs· participants, the power and importance of their message ultimately 
sp~ead through the whole Speakout, .and the messag~ was heard by everyone.'.' 

SERViCE-PROVIDERS/ADUlT SUPPORTERS 
A g~oup of adult_ supporters ahd ser.~ice-providers met while the. young people · 

. held smaller group discussions and an open microphone session: The m<;>re than 40 
adults briefly introduced themseives anp shared information on current projects. 
Highlights included: ·. . . 

• Presentatiof! by Gay Phillips, of the National Resource Center for Youth 
Ser.vices,. on current organizing of a_ national gay, lesbian, bisexual ·and 
fransgender yo_uth conference in 1994; for youth and youth service­
providers, build~hg on the Speakout. 

• · Description ]::,y Francis Kunrue_ther of the Hetrick-Martin Institute on the 
formation of the National Advocacy Council On Youth and Sexual 
Orientation; · 

• ·Call by Laurie Bell of the Lyon-Martin Women's Health Ce~ter for-~ 
rully-furided, structured national network of service-provid-ers and 

· youth working with gay, lesbian, bisexual, and tr~·nsgender Y?uth issues; 

Some of the service providers expressed frustration with the amount of . · 
bicoastal networking thatJeaves the Midwest and South one step behind on ,issues of . . . . 

9 
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natiqnalimportance, E·veryone present agreed that more networking between rural a,nd 
· urban programs n_eeds to take place and that there are some serious differences be_tween · 

· -urban and rural programs. 

THE CONTEXT: HISTORY AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
Organ/zing to meet the needs of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transg1:mder youth has 

been incre?sing.since the late 1970s. Currently, there are a handful .of national youth-
. serving organizations across .the cou~try to which rriany smaller such organizations look . 
.for assistance on lesbian, gay, bisexual,-and transgender youth .. Two groups; the·Na­
tio,nal Resource .Center for Youth Services-at the University of Oklahoma and the AFSC . 
Bridges Project, provide resource-shari_ng-and net\Yorking services for thousands of . 
organizations and support groups across the ·country. The· National Resource Center 
focuses on sensitivity trainirig in mainstream organizations, while the .Bridges Project 
offers technical assistance and· information sharing. There is a tremendous need for 

. collaborative, long-term efforts to continue and expand such-work. 
· Increasingly,.iss~es involving gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth are 

primary targets of religious supremacists and the extreme Right. Recent stat~wide 
ballot-initiatives "to pass anti-gay Iegislatio1: in s uch s_tates as Oregon and Colorado have 

. been marked by campaigns that try to link the gay community .vith pedophilia and 
bestiality. Focusipg on, schools and children, the Right has successfully targeted school 
boards.from small towns in Oregon to larg~ cities such as New York City. Kelly Walton, 
the vice-chairperson of the Oregon Citizens Alliance (backers of the anti-gay initiative), 
openly stated, "Oregon's initiative could have passed by over 60 percent if we would 

; have included wording about keeping les~ons about-ho.mosex;ality out of the schools." 
Targeting ~chools and sponsoring anti-gay legislation, the Right'.s inflammatory Ian~ 

· guage and actions further isolate and confuse lesbian, gay, bisexual, and fransgender 
. youth in need of support. · · . · 

Leaders of the national gay ?i1d lesbian i:noverhent have been afraid t9 address 
youth issues. · That hes.itancy and silence has compounded the sti;:uggles of lesbian,· gay . 
bisexual, and transgender you.t_h and.effectively allowed .the Right to· dictate youths' . 
choices. Without a strong national commitment to youth issues from the gay and lesbian 
movement's major organizations, it is difficult for youth organizers ancl service provid-. 
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ers to p·resent the re,:ilities of these young people to the public: Thus; most people in the 
. United States remain decidedly ill-informed. John Hale, a legal consultant for the 

Archdiocese of New York, used this tactic to _atta_ck programs for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender youth in the Jurie 13 New York Times: "This is extremely destructive,., . 
... [TJhey are willing to put at risk the other 99 percent of [youth] by enq:mraging them t-0 .· 
experiment in their formative stages of adolescence. If a man in his early 30s invited the 

,. neighborhood children-over to tell them about their sexual options, parents would call 
·the cops; ... [they are] proselytizing.'' ·. · · . ' • 

· In the prepared text of his speech for the March On Washington, Troix Bettencourt; 
a youth representative from Boston's ·Proud, ,Inc.! stated: "We need .to get beyond our 

· own fears of being called pedophile!'l···We need to get.over our fear-of reliving our own 
troubled -adolescences and accept responsi~ility: to be out, to be role models, to be .. 
mentors, .to change laws and .fund youth programs, to offer our· hoines, to offer jobs, tq . 
offer our serious attention to the ide'as of youth, .to offer our experience and str~ngth 
and ou~ failings and weaknesses." . · 
. The lesbia_n and gay movement needs to put youth issues on the front line of local . 
and national policy advocacy. The major national work in this area has come from 

. organizations 'outside the movement. Sexual minority youth are disproportionately 
affected by grave social problems, The core of the youth agenda as repeatedly voiced ·-at · 

· YES includes: suicide prevention, safe schools, AIDS e~ucati6n, and the development of 
leadership. A chief aim of the movement must be to put power into the hands of gay, 
lesbian,_ bisexual, and transgender youfh so_that _they may shape a'nd move the institu­
tions that affect their: everyday lives according to their own visions . 

. CONCLUSION 
·· With the rise and.incr~ased visibility of an active lesbian and gay inovemen't, the 

time for gay, lesbian, bisexual, a~d transgeri4,er youth to be. heard has arrived. "As the 
adult members of the commiinities achieve the greatest se>cial and political influence · 
ever," Bett~ncourt. to!~ YES organizers, "it is time. to respond to the voices and concerns 
of the younger members, or lose them." 

. Clea~ly, however, national organizations have ignored the imme_diate needs and 
contributions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth. "Whaf did the_ Human 
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Comrpenfs about. YES included: 

Great!! When is th~ 
·next one? 

. · Participant frqm New York 

I loved it. II gave me a sense 
of empowerment. · · ' · 
Participant from <;olorado 

The teenagers were hype! They 
believed in what was so 
. eloquently said by all who 
spoke! · . 
... It was honest, it-~as great!! 
Participantfrom Indiana 

It's about time that:yoaith 
voices are heard!!! · 
Participant fro11J Florida 

·1 felt better about myseH just 
seeing so many queer youth 
together. · 
Re.~ion unknown 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT SPEAKOUT 

Rights Champagne Fund ever do form~?'' Madelena Vallejo-Torres, 17, from Austin, · · 
Texas, commented as several Human Rights Campaig~ Fund signs were carried past the 
youth·contingent'. .'Tm the brown baby-dyke.fn?m the wrong side of the tracks that ·. · 
none of the· old boys in tuxes wanted to get near, let alone .have to listen -to;'· 

In a land of abundarice, resources are at a minimum to a_ddress th_e two greatest 
pandemics facing the youth of our country: suicide and Aios:. · Sexual m1norify youth 
cut across all lines of reg~on, race, class, religious or political affiliation, and ethnic.· 
heritage, and arr profoundly and disproportionally burdened by these scourges. In a 
society' that boasts about family values, youn'g people and families \)ear the brunt of 

· social intolerance, bure/mcr;:1tic gridlock, and gover~ent inaction. 
Both on the federal and local ievel, government agencies must be changed to 

s:upport the Jesbian and gay movement in empowering gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender youth. Governrpent must be held·accountable for its negligent treal:ment of 
these young people. While ini_hally thought promising, the current n·ational administi-a-: 
tion seems to offer little hope of facilitating progress. Measures that increase young 
people's sense of self-esteem arid sense of responsibility must be i~plemented now, 
incl_uding .satisfying the r.ecommendations of tpe 1989· Report of the Secretary's Task Force 
on Youth Suicide, by the Department of Health and Human Services. · 

Thos_e in ~rganizational leadership positions. nationally and locally can qo longer 
shut out the senfi,ments expressed at YES by gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgei:i,der 
youth. Sexual minority youth deserve to_ be heard and respected, both within the lesbian 
and gay movemen~ and in society at large . . 

Action Agend~ 
• St;ft and support existing national gay·, lesbian, bisexual, and tra_nsgerlder_ 

.youth advocacy and educatio~ efforts~and initiate ·additio_nal'efforts. 

• Offecpersonal _or financial assistance to developing and ·existing youth pro- . 
grams. 

• Actively sponsor and -include gay, lesbian, bisexua( and tra·nsgender youth in 
. leadership positions such as _on boards· ~f_ directors, c_ommissions, an? in staff 

· positions. · 



Bridges Project 

• Help youth leaders to become economically empowered. 
. . 

• Off~i services and events _that are accessible to youth. · 

• Listen: fo_ youth! 

. '• 
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• 
'What did the Human Rights 
Champagne Fund ever do:for 
me? ... rm the brown babv~dvke 
from the wrong· side of the ·· · 
tracks that none of the old boys 
in tuxes wanted to get near~ let 
alone. have to listen ·10.' · 



· Bridges Project i 5 . 

Ethnic Breakdown of YES 

WHITE NATIVE MULTI- JEWISH HISPANIC ASIAN AFRICAN· 
63°/f AMERICAN CUITURAL · 3% 8% 2% AMERICAN . 

1% 5% 18% 

Gender Breakdown-of Y~S 

UNIDENTIFIED· 7% 
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. . The Aif/.erican·.Friends Service Commit.tee is ci Quaker 
. .. . . . . ,- . 

~r.ganizatidn ·devoteci to building a)ust __ anipeµcefzfl world. ·· :-_'. · 

The AFSC's._work,teflects the beliefs_ofthe Religious Society.of.· .. 
. . . . . 

Friends(Quakers). Women and men of many races, 
• • • • • • • • r 

· · · · nqtionaJities, a1:-d relz~o.us_backgro~nds particip~te in AFSC .. · · 

, as.staff and cqmmitte.~ me_nibers. All we united in theit_ bel~ef 

.. :Jn: tHe infinit-e worth a_nd equality of.each huma11 being. 'This 

belief leads the A.f sc; to searchJor creative ways .to chalt~,:zge · . ' . . ' . 

. injustice ancfww ... 1n comni!-1,~iti~s t1iroughou,·t the .~ouritry, .. . . . . . . . • ' . 

AFSC wotks with people to -bring a~ end t~ poverty( 

~iclu~ion,arid ·de_nial of recognition "and right~.: 
., ; : .. 

· ..... 
'. P.b(Jtos by Ter,ry Foss,AFSC'!J1aff. •· 
. Booklet design by Gerry Henry, AFSC staff. 
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AME.RICAN FRIE-NOS 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 
National Office: : ·. ·· . . . . 
1501 Cherry S_treet, P~iladelphia'. PA 19102 ., 

. ~ 

. · .. 

-,, 

. AFSC RegiqnaL· Offices: · .• . · · .. ,. 
·. • .Southeast Region 92 Piedmont Avenue; NE, Atla-nta; GA 30303 .· 
_ • Middle Atlantic°Region 4806 Yotk:Rciad, ~<!ltimore, MD 21212 , -

. • New -~ngland Regiort 21_61 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge,. MA 02140 
• Great Lakes Region 59 E. v a·n Buren Str~et,-Suite 1409, Chicago, ILL 60605 , · . 

. • North Central R-egion :4211 Grand Avenu_e, Des.Moines, IA-50312 · ·· 
• ·New York, Metrop·olitan Region 15Rutr~rford Place, ,New Yor~, NY 10003 
·.- P.a,ciffc ·Mountain.Region 116i Teregraph Avenue, Suite ' l SOl , Oakland; CA 946_12-214i . 
• Padfic Northwest_ Region in4 N:l='. . . 40th,Street, Seattle, WA 98,lOS . · . ·· . . · . : ,. 
• Padfic Southwest Region 980 N,.Fair ·Oak~ Avenue, Pasadena; CA 911D3 . 
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