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q HE- Amencan Fnends Semce Commxttee represents the Rehgmw;: S el
Society. of Friends in efforts to relieve humen - su.EEenng and todo- -
" créase. good will ‘and mdemtandmg among men. Its programs- of
o  "yélief and reconstruction extend to many foreign countries; its prof< - . -
©‘ects in_race Telations; commumity rehabﬂxtauon, and peace education touch .~

& number of the. United ‘States.”In all of .its work, both at home: and'_-. '.
* abroad, the Cominitiee seeks to’ penstrate beyond the demands of the m- - - -

.- wediate need :to_the -deeper ills :of the spirit which cause. conflict among, o
*men. To the lungry, the ragged, the dispossessed, the forgotten and the = -

hated,” whatevér may . be their race; religion, or nahonal origin, Quaker__-_ T
' 'workexs take not only material assistance but even more the healing sense. =~ -

of human" brotherhocd which alone can . restore ¢onfidence -and hope. . Al

~" of ‘the work of the_ Com:mttee grows out of the basic Quaker belief in
*. ““that of God in’ every man” and a profound faJth inthe power of Iove to__ Lo

take away the occasion for all wars.”

“The Society of Friends is small, but thousands of ]ike-mmded people IR

" of all denominations’ share in the work of this Committes. ‘Through financial-

" end spiritual support ‘as° well as. active participation, . they ‘help- 0. make"_

-.posmble the Services which are described in the followirig pages. - .

The. Red and Black Star, designed in 1870 to symbohmmmm'_.

" service, was first used by Bntlsh Friends who were. taking help to vickims .~ : - L

. of the Franco-Prussian War. Today it stands for Friends' service all over- =~
- the world: In-its far-flimg work the American Friends Service Committee =~ .. -
L co- oparates closely with Bntlsh Friends and thh Fnends in other lands. S

Forezgn Relzef cmd Reconstmctwn

- Wlth the war over and peace not yet achleved the - ravaged world o
: .touches new depths of grief and- despair, of hunger. and confusion. Before - -

* . néeds so vast and so complicatéd the vohmtary agencies: stand aghast.'Only - SRR

. governmients have -adequite resources to meet the. crisis. Yet even large . - -
-~ government action is mot’ enough by itself.” There is.also.a -need for a - -
- small, determined ‘réconciling service of sympathy and understanding and - -

- for the new patl:ems of co-operation which. resourceful and dedicated work-. -

- ers can try-out in small but fresh and direct ways. In ten foreign countries- .
" AFSC programs are now- going forwa:d and plans are- hemg made to go. o

into. otl:ers as t'he way opens o

S FRANCE Even ‘before the end of the war in Europe, the Gommxttee was o

-able to take help to France. From the autumn of 1944 British,

.".'_Amencan end’ French Friends have worked: ‘together, throngh the com- - S _
. mittee of France Yearly Meeting called Secours Quaker, in the cities of - - S
. Pans, Gaen, Le Havre, Marsollle, Toulouse, Montauban, and Perplgnan.ﬁ ]
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| .-:'.':j.':TI‘.ley have.'fed thousands of mdemounshed chﬂdl'en, diShib“tEd clot-hmg,

a "_.--“;'us:ted ‘hospitals and prisons, and.-provided some transport for rehef sup- ;
2 _..;'_.:phes building materials and Iocal produce. ' .

In June, 1948, behevmg that the’ emergeﬁcy period had passed and

. that the. French government was able to-take care of the relief needs of .°
. its people, American and’ British- Friends turned their attention to:'recon: .
- struction and rehabilitation, They ‘are helping young people in' Toulouse, - -

'~ Montauban and Perpignan, operating community: centers with some:spe- -

"+ clalized services for individuals, and giving assistance to Spanish refugees
. from the civil war who aresh']lsh-ugg]inghoexistmthesouth of France -
- without ‘jobs and without hope. Eight men with trucks from the Quaker

", European Transport Unit (see below) have worked in- the badly damaged
.:eoastcityofSt.NazaJre '. _ _ o

ITALY In the spring. of 1945 rebuﬂdmg was. at a sl:andstl]] n the fought-
_ over hill villages of east central Italy, Officialé were apathetie,
- and the peasants were in despair, having no way to get essential materials
" from the kilns thirty miles away, and often no money to pay for them, A

N _ Service Committee worker conceived a simple but workable plan which -

could be trisd out in & small way. A unit was formed consisting of one
American, one Italian, three British FAU men, and two trucks and a ear
Villagers who had no money to pay for materials cut firewood in the
communal forest. The Quaker trucks hanled the wood to the kilng and
exchanged it for brick, tile and plaster, which they delivered to the villagers.
Italian government officials co-operated. Gradually houses began to rise
out of the rubble. By autumn the Unit had grown to 12 men and seven
vehicles. Over 200 houses had been repaired or built with its help, and
UNBRA was taking an interest in the pattern which had been created.

In 1546 the work has been extended to the areas south of Rome and
around Carrara. UNRRA is supplying 100-150 trucks and maintenance
and cdo-operating with the Italian government, which will ultimately take
full responsibility for the work, Twenty-four men from the AFSC, with
as many more from the FAU, the International Voluntary Sarvice for Peace,
and the Brethren Service Committee and several Italian volunteers, are
organizing the service and supervising the Iialian drivers who do the
actual hauling,

FINLAND When the 100,000 people evacuated from Finnish Lapland
returned to their homes in the summer of 1945, they found
that gverything—houses, schools, hospitals, churches, bridges—had been de-
stroyed by the retreating Germans. Taking shelter in caves and cellars and
bumt-out car bodies, they began at once to rebuild. The official ration
was about 1,200 calories daily; clothing and shoes were unobtainable.
The Service Committee, with the financial support of Help Finland,
Inc., and Urnited Finnish Relief, Inc., sent six workers, one of whom is &
joint appointee of the AFSC and the Lutherans, to supervise the distribu-
tion of food and clothing in Finmish Lapland in co-operation with the
Finnish Red Cross. A representative in Stockholm purchased supplies in
Sweden and Denmark for the program. By May, 1948, 26,000 school and
pre-school children were being given a supplementary meal a day. One hun-
dred and fifty toms of clothing and 15,000 pairs of shoes had been dis-
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; l:ributed. The Ameﬁcan staE hes orgamzed two suininer work eamps m" o
~-. Lapland after the pattern of Friends work camps in the United States. -

. About 40 Finnish university students and a pronp of Swedish and Danish =~ -
* . persons will engage in farm work and a reconstruction program which . -
. includes the rebuilding of a school in ‘4" community-where 70 children

" have had no school since’ 1939, As UNRRA supplies reach Northern Fin- -~
- " land, the. Quaker work w:']l probably ]Je extended to- needy persons i

Suuthem leand. S : _ o

. 'CENTRAL EUROPE In the unprecedented world-wide femme, the-
g -~ countries of Central Europe-have been. particu-..
- ey hard l:ut:. Mass movements of often destitute people through expor- -
' . ‘tation, flight, or repatriation aggravate the imisery and confusion caused by = .
" the' destruction of cities, the erippling of transportation; end the division ..
ofthe occupled countries. into separate, watertight and economically onsound’ .
© zomes.- Serious as are-the physical scars of war, the spiritual scars of fear;, = .
. hatred and. revenge are deeper and more dangerous “The . AFSC seeks- to, '
" .. religve suffering among mothers and chlldren, the sick and the old, and in = -
- so doing to carry a message of eompasmon and brotherhood to peeple isolated R
'.'bynearlys:xyearsofwar - Do
. I Poland, American and Bntlsh Quaker workers are’ dlsl:ubuttng food R
for young: children and clothing in Kozienice district southeast of We:rsaw,' e
" where 200 villages were completely destroyed, and in Olsztyn-district in . © .
. former Bast Prussia.. A team of the Quaker Trausport Umt wﬂl haul bwldmg' .
. materials for rirral reconstruction in' Kielee Province, : Co
- - Eight AFSC workers in shattered: Austria are supervising the' d.lsmbu- S
. tion of food, cod liver oil, vitarins, soap and glass substitute. Their program' = °
of supplentary feeding reach&s undernourished adolescents in- apprent&ce' L.
* homes, rest homes and high schools in and about Vienna. -Some sérvices to
. individuals are provided ‘and plans for a hand skills project are being de-
- veloped. with the enthusiastic support. of labor leaders. In an emergency. _
- program in & town south of Vienna in the “Forgotten Valley,” AFSC workers .
- have beer: providing food' packages to 1,600 persons: over 65 450 children L
* under four, and 300 teen-age boys and gir]s . A
.' ‘The AFSC is oné of 15 voluntary . agencies peumtted to work i the -
~. American zone of Cermany under Cralog (Council -of Relief Agencies Li-'
censed to Operets in Germany), Food, elothing and medical supphes shipped -~ = -
" " to the American zone are dishibuted by mdxgenous welfare agencies mader .~
. American supervision; A similar arrangemient is being madé with the French . -

zone. ‘Ten' AFSC workers, after preliminary ‘traming both in“the United -

- States and England, are joining British Quaker teams which are distributing
. food and clothing and doing youth work in the British zone, $50,000 worth -
- of food, blankets and .medicine has been sent to the Russian zone for dis- -
" tribution by the International Red Cross to 60,000 badly undernourished
. German children who have been expelled &om Silesia, East Prussia ‘and-
. “Poland: Ttis hoped that in time AFSC. persomme! may be.admitted into the
" Russian zone. Though at present the largest amounts of supplies-are going

to the -American zone, the: AFSC looks forward to sending $50 000 worth. of-_ _'

. relief supplies 4 month to each of the four zones. U
© ... ‘Arrangements are being made and workers appomted to take rehet' also’. -
. to Hunga:y, £rom which’ come tragic reports of d:stress. ST :
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QUAKER TRANSPDRT UN]IT The breakdo“m of transpm'tatzon, due'
. to the destruction of bridges, railways,"

lucurmohves and ro]]ing stock ‘and ‘the shortage’ of fuel; has intensified the "

'/ misery ‘in Europe by preventing speedy distribution of available supplies of

e " food and building materials. Inn the winter of 1946 the AFSG orgenived the
‘Quaker Eurapean Transport Unit to-provide’ dependable and ‘efficient trans-"

o port of needed supplies in places where such service is lacking. The Unit,:. .-

B -~ with 20 workers and 19 trucks, has its headquarters. in Pans from where it-.' N

- sends teams and. trucks 40 areas: where they are. neede,d

L O"]I‘HER EUR Two AFSC delegates are’ workmg ..
' OPEAN SERWCES with Dutch Frends in Holland: In

: Madrid the AFSC is one of five agencies that maintain an office whichi serves - :

stateless . refugees in Spain, : A School Sponsorship Program established - .
friendly. contacts between American schools' and. schools - abroad. Seven

- “affiliations™ have aleady been made betwesn American and French schools. -

" AFSC representatives will ViSIt I-Iolland amd Italy ag we!l as France during -
. the summer. . '
_ " In the Philadelphia office' of the Commiittes the division of Indmdua]
.Services provides help with housing, fellowship and employment to the
“new Americans” in this country and also handles problems of immigration
aid, tracing of family and relatives; and assistance with other difficulties in
cooperation with workers abroad. Sky Island, near Nyack, N. Y., which
the Committee has maintained for six years as a summer vacation hostel for
refugees and new Americans, is now being used as a reception hostel for
displaced persons coming to this country under the President’s directive of
December, 1945,

CHINA - For nearly six years the Friends Ambulance Unit Chine Convoy

has performed a remarkable service of mercy in 2 war-torn land.
Medical teams worked in field hospitals directly behind the front lines, often
under fire; they established and operated small civilian hospitals, and carried
out emergency programs to combat famine and plague, The transport sec-
tion hauled a large proportion of the total civilian medical supplies from
Kutsing, where they arrived by air over the Hump, to Chungking.

The Unit is made up of 100-150 young men and women, all pacifists,
representing five countries: Britain, Canada, the United States, New Zealand
and China.- It is possible that the pattern of international co-operation in
relief which has been successfully worked out under extraordinarily com-
plicated conditions may be even more important in the long run than the
actual work which they did, usefid as that was,

With the end of the war, the emphasis has been shifted to rehabilitation,
and the entire Unit will be concentrated in devastated Honan Province,
where its medical and mechanical services can be co-ordinated. Of the 17
mission hosp:tals in the vicinity of Chengchow before the war, only two
remained in operation at the end of it. The China Convoy has set about the
restoration of medical and health facilities in northern Honan, reconditioning
hospitals, improvising, repairing and installing equipment, hau]mg supplies,
and working in certain hospitals until the Missions can replace medical per-
sonnel and carry on their former work, Twenty-three AFSC workers are
there now and several others are under appointment.
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L ].NDIA W’hen the famme of 1943 settled down over Indla lt brought w1th R

it -disease: and - destitution, ‘American. and Bntlsh Friends, sup-

" ported in part by large contributions from American labor _groups, entered Dol
- upen the emergency feeding of childten and mothérs in:Bengal. Through - - .
. over 300 agencies of varied political and’ re}igmus coloration, milk, vitamins,

-‘sulfa-drugs, atabrine .and ‘other ‘medicines. reached thousands ‘of people. :

" Village ¢raft centers were éstablished to train widows and orphans tosupport - -

- - themselves, and ‘co- operatwes of various lunds were set upina Iong-range ST
- program of rehabilitation, B

"Now that a new and perhaps even greater famme looms over Southem g

o Indla, the Friends Service Unit, made up of British, American and Indian
.- personnel, ‘which has- the confidence of both government and - Tvidians, will -
.-devote itself to ce~ordmahng the efforts of Indian agencies with the govem-' C
.. ment and to helping in' the ‘efficient and fair distribution of supplies. The. '
_ AFSC is buying, with Indian government funds, $1,212,000 worth of milk. - -
. over and above the amount of India’s regular a]local:lons a.nd Quaker workers -
. will supervise the distribution of this milk to selected -needy groups as sap- " - . - ..
» plementary relief. “American aid to India in this time of desperate crisismot . -
. only may save lives but help to bridge the gu]f of Ignorance and disl:rust that- o
: -separates Im'ha from the western wor]d R

o JAPAN Inlate May, 1946 tbe Supreme Commauder ofthe A]llerl Powers Ve
TR - (SCAP) approved the monthly shipment of 200 tons of food and | .
o cloﬂnng to Japan and 500 tons to Korea by the American Council of Volun- ..~

. tary Agencies. . Two’commissioners, one of whom is a representative of the
| AFSC, have gone to Japan to arrange for the reception of supplies-and to -

* open up channels of distribution. ‘By the terms of her new constitution,: Japan : _

. officially renounces recourse to war forever, It.is important that this new SR
. .approach tolife: should ‘not be starved at bn-th by material famme and-'- S

_'jspmtual mdlfFereuce Lo o

GIFI'S-IN-K]ND Hand in hand with hunger g0 rags. Wherever the':

‘Quaker workers are sent, bales of clothmg follow. - The -

. '\warm garments made, collected, cleaned, ‘mended and packed in workrooms - -
" _all over the United States, by devoted .people of all races and denommatlons,: S
. “represent to ‘those who yeceive them more than the necéssary .covering for -
- shivering bodies, ‘They miean renewed self-confidence and restored faith in =
- the possibility. of gdod will in-a world ‘torn by hatred. :In ‘1945 the AFSC -
.- shipped 282 tons. of ‘clothing, bedding, shoes and: soap i many-foreign ..
.. countries, more than twice as much as-was shlpped in_any previous year. .. - &
. During the first: four months of 1948, 323 tons' were shipped to Finland,- - - .
* France, Holland, Austiia, Italy, Germany, ]'ugoslawa and Po!and One ten' e
- was distributed in the United States T
- -+ “In'May, 19486, in order to: provrde enother channel for people wlio wmh" Coe
. to share their: plenty in a direct way, the Committée organized facilities’ oo - L
. -Yeceive certain gifts-in-kind . besides -clothing, - Special mformatlon about'. S
. -.__eIothmg and glfts-m-kmd co]lecuons is avaﬂable . C

THE WORKERS The Committee considers even more important than'_;.- g

‘the supplies which' it sends abroad the character of

- -:.the workers w.ho. brgamze the projects and distribate the goods or ‘supervise =
. their d:sl:ribut:on A]l of the Gomrmttees representatwes are eemm:tted o
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" the way of peace. Though their skills and backgrounds are varied, they are

.« alike in the desire to serve victims of war and oppression.. They serve without = :
"+ salary, the Committee. providing maintenance” and insurance and in-some
"1 cases dependency allowances, -Only about a third of them are Friends; the -

- rest belong to many different churches-or to none. ‘Recently men discharged - .

" fr6m Civilian Public Service camips have been jotiing in considerable ium-".

) ~bers; - the more. impressive because they have ‘already. given' three or:four.
.. years of their lives to their country. without pay, and the further postpone- . -

N “ment of their homes and careers represents a real sacrifice. .-

o Seeds of Peace in America
©.. " To do relief work, which is temporary, in a spirit that mekes for per-
- manent good will, is one of the Committee’s major purposes, In this time of -

. world-wide suffering and want, relief -absorbs the largest part of the Com-
* mittee’s resources. Relief, however, is at best not enough, Peéople of good
will everywhere must seek by the prevention of war and the promotion of -

social and economic justice to make relief unnecessary. o

In the face of the magnitude and complexity of the task in a world of .
advanced technical development and retarded moral responsibility, small
groups can do but little. They can, however, quietly and persistently experi-
ment in ways of increasing understanding and good feeling among men and
make young people aware of the problems and responsibilities that lie

- before them. .

In 1927 the Committee set up the Peace Section to carry on a national
program of education for peace. Three years later the Social-Industrial Sec-
tion was organized to work in the field where poverty, racial tensions, ignor-
ance and callonsness create resentments that lead to violence,

INSTITUTES AND CONFERENCES Ten-day Institutes on Interme-

tional Relations held on college
and university campuses during the summer months draw students, teachers,
ministers and other community leaders to discuss the fundamental bases of
world peace. Well-known experts in their fields present and interpret the
facts, During the past few years such authorities as Vera Brittain, Andrew
Cordier, Maynard Krueger, Rufus M. Jones and others have taken part in
these sessions. The number of summer institutes has now grown to sixteen,
of which four are for high school students. They are held in twelve different
states from New Hampshire and North Carolina in the East to Oregon and
California in the West.

Besides these extended institutes, one-day and week-énd conferences
throughout the year bring together large numbers of people to study and
discuss specific problems of peace and world organization.

Seminars for Foreign Students, which gathered together students from
many countries on an American campus for seven weeks of study and fel-
lowship, had to be discontinued during the war. Plans are now being
made for their resumption and special contributions have assured their
support.

. A field staff of directors and youth secretaries in twelve different areas
carries on this work of education throughout the year,
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PEACE CARAVANS For elght weeks each summier’ sma]] gt‘oups of S
' young people catry. .out programs of direct peace.

_' education in sever: or elght cities and rural areas in the United States.. Each *
© ““caravan” consists of four or five young men and women who' bring before:
-church; community, welfare, labor- and ‘recreational groups the issues and

' ;" objectives of peace: The specific work that they do varies according to the -

C ‘place and the circumstances; but it includes education through radio, young . e

~* people’s clubs; playgrounds, hospitals, ‘neighborhood houses'and summer SR

: camps. For two summers an interracial caravan,. made up of a Caucasian, -
:a' Jewish, a Negro a Iapanese American: ot a Mexican girl, has visited -

“children’s- camps in the neighborhood of Detroit. Spending several daysin ..~ .~ . -

- each camp, they: have won the friendship of the children by thelr skills of
. _crafts, swimming or singing, and have then led them into direct and remedial
. dlSC‘LISSIOIJ. of race relations. More persuasive than all they did or said was -~

" their own' obviously happy compenionship, As a-result of their ‘work, two o L
. camps ‘which did not formetly admit Negroes heve done so at the msugatmn T
of the children. themselm Nme camps asked the caravan o visit them in o

:' '___'the summer. of 1946

WORK CAMPS 'I'lze patl:em of the worlc camps frst. developed m.

Europe by the great Swiss pacifist and Friend, Pierre

S Ceresole, has Been adapted by the Social-Industrial: Section to the educa-
+ .. tional service of young people in America. The. typical work camp consists

of not more. than twenty young men and women, with a mature couple as. .

- leaders.and a dietitian, who spend’ the two summer months in an under- .
- privileged community which has need of some facility that it cannot. achieve = -
* - fortself. Living co-operatively in a simple way, the work campers level a ~
ity lot for a playground, add a huinchroom to a rural school house, build-a -~

idge over a mountain streain: that isolates a setflement of people, redecorate
- an old house for a communiity center, or repair and yefurbish tenant houses _
in city shums. . They try always to draw the members iof the community into..

‘their work and their fun. Through shared menval labor, through' discussion- - 5
. and frst-hand kmowledge of the conditions in whick depressed groups are
ccompelled to live, through  the morning meditation which is part of every .~

work camp, they grow in understanding of themselves and their fellow-men.
..~ During the past ten yéars the pattermn. has been extended to include 2
year-round work camp at Flarmer House in Indiznapolis and week-end work
. ‘camps in ‘various ‘other cities; a studts-m—mdustry project in which young
~ people living co-operatively hold jobs in industry and compare notes on labor :
* problems; several farm-labor camps; and a students-jti-co-operatives, in which

. .. the group learns. about the cu-operatwe movement by domg prachcal work -

in :lt.

The fact that a]l fhese young peuple pay $75 to $100 a summer for the:.'_' ST

i pnvilege of working for others invariably impresses the community of their ... . . |
sincerity -and hastens co-operation.” The pressrice among: .the -campers - ‘of
. répresentatives of different races and religions is broadening for all con: . ~
. cerned.  Since the ‘work camps were started over 2,000 yourg people have : -

_ taken part in them. Many of these have later-joined the staff'of ‘the AFSC as -
- ﬁeld ar overseas workers or.as employees in the Philadelphia office, - L

The educational value of the work™ ‘camps is being - mcreasmgly recag. o

c':l by schoo]men who are seekmg & more. reahst:tc approach to Ixfe for the c ..
. [ 9 ] R _




ung minds in thigir care, and the result has been ani inoresse in‘the mimber -

_}fci

of camps for high school students. The University of Chicago Laboratory
 High School co-operates with the AFSG: in sponsoring some of the camps. = -

7 The work camp technique is also being extended to the international *: .

" field. Since 1939 the Peace Section has held summer and year-round-service .

~ projects in Mexico, in ‘which American yotmg men and women, working.
directly under the Mexican Departments of Public Health and Indian Affairs, "

" “help. to build model. houses and schools, dig. drainage-ditches for malaria’ -

.. control, and serve on rural health and recreation programs: ‘They are fre- . .

* quently- joined for short periods by young Mexicans of similar interests and. .~ -

purposes. ' In India the Friénds Service Unit has arranged work camps in’

" ‘which Hindus and Moslems, students and school teachiers and others take =
pait in building and village education projects, and in Northern Norway and -

- Finland AFSC workers will help to direct international work camps in which. -
volunteers from several countries will take part. ~ - =~
. FRIENDS INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE UNITS - Developing out - of

. S 7 .. the desperate mneed
for attendants in mental hospitals during the war and the work of CP5 men
in that field, a women’s unit was started by the AFSC in 1948 in one ldarge
state mental hospital. Young women served for periods varying from two
ronths to two years, chiefly as ward attendants caring for the mentally ill.
With the end of the war and the discontinuance of Friends CPS, the service
was made co-educational and was extended to state reformatories, which are
also in critical need of personnel. In the summer of 1946 approximately
100 young people will serve in four institations. They are part of the regular
institutional staff, living in the attendants’ homes, receiving full maintenance
and the prevailing attendant salary, Besides their satisfaction in having
given help where it was badly needed, members of the upits have found
that the experience was valuable to them in their later work, especially in
fields of psychology, social work and education.

PERN-CRAFT AND LITTLE RIVER FARM As eardy as 1922 the
Service Committee fed
children of unemployed miners in the bituminous coal fields. Qut of this
emergency feeding came several attempts to find a solution to large-scale
unemployment and to develop new skills for displaced workers. In 1932 the
Commitiee bought a farm tract in Fayette County, Pa., and started there a
community in which miners could own their own homes and achieve a stable
life in spite of the fluctuations of the coal industry, Fifty families, provided
by the Committee with 2 lIoan of $2,000 each for materials, helped one
another to build substantial and attractive stone houses worth two or three
times their cost, A small knitting factory, a frozen food locker ard a co-
operative store offer opportunities for employment and help to bind the
community together. Five of the fifty families have already paid off their
Ioan, well ahead of schedule. An extension to Penn-Craft is now under way.
Instead of 1% to 2 acres of land, each homesteader will have ten acres, so
that they will be able to produce most of their basic necessities by farming,
Of the fifteen families engaged in the new project, several are sons of the
first homesteaders. '
The method of exchanging labor through 2 planned man-hour system
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o developed at- P-Graft wﬂl be abplied to a. self help huusmg pro}ect,' =
- Flanner Homes, in Indianapolis. .

N In South Carolina Little River Farmzs acommumty whexewﬁhAFSG.' o -
leadsrshlp sharecroppers are” sharing, farm implements, improving the sofl =~

. and underta.lung d.werszﬁed fannmg ‘The way:s openforthemto owntheir'_
:--.:O“mland L L ]

e BACE RELA'I‘IONS Increasmg tensmns among raclal groups in tI:us
' " country. cannot - fail to engage the concemn of the.

2 :Ser\nce Commlttee “The. achievement of harmony and ‘good. feelmg as Well -_3 ' L o

"as ‘economie ‘and- social justice Yies at the very root of peace.
© ' In one sense all of the work of the Committée has a bearing on the race ..

' '_-problem Its Telief programs ‘reach out to those who suffer, without regard- o

. to their nationality, race or: yeligion.  Its educational and service projects for

. young people are open to all without diserimination, and the message which
" they embody includes the necessity for inteiracial harmony and justice, On . .-
" the staff of the Committee, Japanese Americans, Negroes; Chinese' and = ...
~Caucasians work together in hamony, as do Protestants, Boman Cathohcs, .

.I.:___]ews and’ Buddhists,” L
. In 1944 the Commlttee, feehng that tIns basm athtude was. nut euough, .
" set up a race relations committes o plan a national program and to work in -

e close co-operation with the local programs of the Race Relations Committee. o

: "_-'_'.of the' Philadelphia Yearly Meetings, Several projects have been initiated::

To' disabuse - white yotng people of the false racial stereotypes: that e

- distort. their vision, : the Race  Relations Cominittee establishad 'a Visiting

- Lectureship. Negro scholars well knows in their own felds visit socalled
* white'schools and colleges, where, living for a week of more on'the campus, ..~~~

" they lectiire to the studsnis and sometimes to community groups on their
- ‘own subject and imeet with informal gatherings. In this way lecturer, stu~
" dents, faculty and townspeople learn more of ohe ancther and their- Tespec- .

ﬁ' tive ways and problems. A dlsﬁngmshed religious leeder: and -euthority on - - R
" folklore, a political economist asid a:sociologist ‘held the. lecturesth during. 7

-~ the first. two. yéars, and 2 well-known psychologsst has been appointed for

' the third year. Numierous schools and collegas in-the East and. Middle West =

- have testified to, the value of this esperience for the students. After holding

the lectureship, one of the visiting professors was appomted ﬁrst Negra fall L

: _:'professor on the faculty of a large Northern university.

. Another ‘experiment is the Placement Service, which’ seeks to. ﬁnd posr-'. E

tmns for Negroes of supenor ‘promise and proven ability in’ fields not tradi-

o “tonally open to them.” The. task of the full-time Placement Secretary is to -

:"find both the applicant and the job, and to help and counsel employers in

.'.-_.the techmtzues of introducing Negro. employees iito new fields. - Because - L
- this-is essenﬂally a’ pioneering venture, the méthod of John Woolman has -

* - been used: direct personal visits to key' People in both education and indus- -

© “fry to explain the service to. them and. c'l.tscuss w:th them 1ts problems and o
- the possibilities ‘which it holds. - i

. . The Committee is co-operahng thh Flanner House in. Iudxanapolts m
_an educattonal program to. ‘prepare the tepant comimunity for a se]f help_'-.

' _housmg project for Negroes which is based" upon Penn-Craft. _
+ oo An informal-and. unpremed.ltated service which lias grown ouit of the g
' raoe relatlons program is tbat of counselmg in tangled sltuatlons 'I‘he Sec-
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ity of th Race Relatios ot s b sk by sepresnaiv

. citizens in séveral -¢ities. to ‘meet . with ‘them either to analyze a difficult. -
-~ problem :or to make suggestions for organizing better race relations.  The - -
- . combingtion of a:community genuinely seeking a solution and an experienced -

“:and resourceful counselor from. the outside “has resulted in: fresh insights .

- gnd some progress.. - . i oL O
" Several of the work camps since 1942 have been planned especially to

" deal with interracial situations, The frst interraciel camp in -the South

- was successfully held in Nashville in 1944, Work camps on the West Coast -

- -have benefited Chinese and Japanese Americans, Peace Caravans have also . -
worked for better interracial understanding and wider opportunities for
. members of minority groups. . - SRS _ T

: damentally, 2ll of the American Friends Service Committee’s work,
whether of relief and reconstruction, improvément of race relations, peace
education, or service projects for young people, is directed toward bringing

" about a world in which évery human personality may grow to his full stature

. without the threat of being cut down by war or stunted by hatred and
discrimination. In the history of the Committee may be traced the threads
that make up the fabric of today’s endeavors, '

The Hustory of the Committee

: Ever since the Society of Friends
THE QUAKER BACKGROUND Ever sinee tho Society of Triends

17th century England, it has been sensitive to the needs and aspirations of
harassed or fottered men. Expressing their social awareness at first in
assistance to people who were undergoing persecution for the sake of their
religion, Friends widened their sense of responsibility to include the Amer.
ican Indians, Negro slaves, the insane, prisoners, victims of war, For two
and a half centuries these “concerns” were felt and forwarded by individuals
or by small groups of Friends. Always they were carried out in a spirit that
sought not merely to alleviate the distress but to reconcile the discordant
elements that caused it.

A SERVICE OF LOVE IN WARTIME The first World War made
' evident the need for an or-

ganization through which all Friends could share in the kind of service
appropriate to the Quaker philosophy. In 1917 the American Friends Serv-
ice Committee was formed to provide a way in which people who could
not conscientiously accept the method of violence might serve the canse of
peace in the midst of war. Like the Friends Relief Service established in
England in 1914, it sent young Friends and others to France to do work of
relief and reconstruetion in the devastated areas.

There, co-operating with English ¥riends, they fed and cared for
refugee children, founded a maternity hospital, repaired damaged houses
and built hundreds of new cottages, and provided returning peasants with
the seeds, tools, clothing and furniture which they needed in order to take
up life once more.

As soon as hostilities came to an end in 1918, the work of the Servica
Committee flowed beyond France into other countries on which the war had
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: hud its. shattermg hand As ea:ly as’ 1917 mdeed, famme in Russm had -
.. drawn, Sérvice Commiittee workers to-the new Soviet state. After the war ..
~ -they taok food to countless people in Russia, Poland and Serbia, They gave . -
' to. the people of whole provinces materials with. which to start the rebuilding -
*of their lives.. They provided médical service during the Russian epidemics - -
. of cholera and typhus. . In Poland they set'up a business in embroideries for
. the women, and started’ an_orphanage and an’ agricultural schuol, W]llch'
- were later continued by-the Polish government,- - - - o
: After a group of its members had visited Germany 9.nd Austna and :
seer hundreds and “thousands of - children suffering from miakutrition and. .
-deficiency diseases; the Committee bought cows and milk for Austrid and -
. became the largest milk distributors in Vienna, . Betweén: 1520 and . 1924'
: m:]]ions of children were fed in towns and villages all over Germany.: e
o . The work of the Service Committes, which began as & venture of fa.lth R
_soon attracted wide public sympathy, perhaps for the very reason that.it .
__ was consistently unpartisan in a period of violent adherences. - It dared also -
“ to expréss in-deeds the ‘conviction that the slternative to war is neither

cowardice nor withdrawal but creative and irresistible good will: Certainly:

" without the aid of the public it could never. have spread its healing sérvices
- so far. The American Red Cross, the American’ Relief Commission directed
" by Herbert Hoover, and the committee under General Allen, commander of =
the American Army of ‘Occupation in Germany, as well as many other -

organizations and cointless indivxduals -made geuerous contribuﬁons to the

. -.Work in bot'h money and goods o _
BETWEEN WARS_ As an outgrowth of the Committee's el work

in Europe, permanent Cernters to promote interna-

- tlonal gnod will were éstablished in Berlin, Vienna, Paris and Geneva. The
- joint undertzkings of English and American Friends, these Centers were-
. staffed wherever possible by representatives of both comntries. S
' _During the early days of the Nazi persecution’of so-ca]led non—AryanS’e o
. in Germany. and Austria, the Centers were able to help. many of the thou.
. ‘sands of desperate people who appealed to them for aid. It was at this tme

o that the problem of refugees became one of the Committee’s major concerns. -

- .- When Spain was tomn By civil war, the Committee gave help to sufferers: - -
. om 'both sides. -American and British workers distributed food, ¢lothing, and
- medijcal supplies’ among the needy. civilian population, operated three chil.
" dren’s hospitals, and fed thiousands of children daily. At the end of the war -

. when refugees swarmed over the border into Southern France, the Com- - = =~ -
" mittee distributed food and medicines to children and adults in internment = . ..
_ camps and set up colomes whlch gave complete care to hundreds of ch:ldren :

. 'WORLD WAR o When France 1tse1f was in need of help, a staff of

- workers was- already in the feld. - As long as part of

. France remained unoocupled an American staff worked with French and -
.. other Europear: colleagues in Marseille, Toulouse, Perpignan, Montauban
- and Auch.. After the severing of relations between the United States and -
" the Vichy government, eight American- Quaker workers were fterned ‘at . -
' Baden Baden and repatriated nearly a year latér. In the early months of ~ .
© 1944 the Service Committee was able to transfer $200,000 to Switzerland -
"~ and Portugal to. buy food in those countries for French Quaker worlcers to
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" - distribute in France.. By the end of the year; American and British workers- -
" were again on the way to France, and the shipping of supplies had begun, -
. When harassed people from all over Europe were fleeing into neutral - .
countries, the Service Committee was able through. its- offices in Lisbon,
Madrid, and North Africa to-expedite the journey of some-of these fugitives -
with visa and transportation aid or with transfers of money from friends in
the United States. Two representatives of the Committee worked in Italy:
with the Intergovernmental Committee. on” Refugees, -trying to solve the |
problems of displaced persons there, and ten workers lent to UNRRA were
- assigned to the Balkan Mission. o . :
‘When the blitz struck London and other English cities, young British
- Quakers were in the forefront of the work of relieving the victims of bomb-
ing and gathering up the children and old people who had no shelter or
means of support. While the need endured, the American Friends Service -
Committee shared in the financial responsibility for the program, and two
Service Committee representatives worked in England with British Friends.
In India and in China, American Quaker workers joined the British
Friends Ambulance Unit on programs which are still continuing.

AMERICA AT WAR One of the first casualties of the war was the

group of Japanese Americans who lived on the
Woest Coast, of whom 70% were citizens of the United States, Forced to
abandon their homes, businesses and many personal belongings, they were
transferved to relocation centers, where they lived in wooden barracks be-
hind barbed wires.

After unsuccessful attempts to prevent this enforced exodus, the Com-
mittee gave what help it could to these unfortunate people: personal services
in the camps and help with relocation. The National Japanese American
Student Relocation Council, which the Service Committee together with
other agencies was instrumental in Isunching, has been successful in placing
about 3,000 students in more than 500 colleges and universities, As the
interned Japanese Americans were able to leave the camps and start life
afresh in new commmmities, the Service Gommittee established hostels to
help ease the transition for them. In the hostels disoriented and discouraged
people, living in a friendly atmosphere and bringing their problems of em-
ployment, permanent housing, and adjustment to the careful attention of
skilled and understanding leaders, found a measure of the security which
they so desperately needed. The hostels in Pasadena and Los Angeles are
still in operation, but those in Chicago, Des Moines, and Cincinnati, having
served their purpose, have been closed.

For five years the American Friends Service Comrittee was responsible
for the welfare and maintenance of conscientious objectors, This program,
known as Civilian Public Service, was a joint undertaking with Mennonites,
Brethren, and other church agencies who united to form the National Service
Board for Religious Objectors. Of the 10,000 men in CPS camps, about
2,000 were under the care of Friends. In March, 1948, the Committee con-
cluded its adwministration of CPS camps and units, believing that to carry
on the program after the war was over would appear to condone peacetime
conscription.

It is too soon to appraise adequately the value of CPS. Though con-
scientious objectors in this war were given legal status and a job to do under
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D CPS in too many mstances the ]Ob was wasteful of traxmng and ab:’llty {'hat_:- s
C rmght have been put to significant use.. Throughout this period the Service - -

. Commitiee tried to gain the release of CPS men to. do hazardous warrelief .

work; as was pemntted to ‘British conscientious. objectors, Throughout the . . -
. ."camps there was a unaninious desire to participate: dxrecﬂy in the suffering . : = -
. and to share the risks-of those fe]low-clhzens of the:: own: age who were mo
- . the armed services. - I
- ~The Committee’s “efforts. o extend detached service 'so as to employ o _
" meén in work of more direct bearing upori the national welfare were more” - . -

“successful. In hospitals, medical research, schools for mental deficients: and .

.. juvenile delinquents; and public-health  servide, CPS men helped to filla - .~
-’_shorl:age of essential manpower and also’ contributed: to- important discov- . .- -

*eriés in medicine and nutrition. As human “guinea pigs” they were infected " -
~with jeundice, malaria, virus pneiimonia, wore lice-infested’ clothing, and. = .. -~ -
* suffered ‘starvation; thirst, éxtreme - heat and ‘cold; high and low altitudes, - . -

- frost-bite, and fatigue. About 400 men. from Friends CPS served. as. attend- R
- ants in mental hospitals and over 100 as cottage masters in training schoels - .~ 7. -
.~ ‘for the mentally: deficient. Out of this work has. developed the National

+ Mental Health- Foundatlon, which is now’ conduchug a campaign to ‘inform
. the public on ‘conditions in mental hospitals, to raise the staudards of mental'

. care. and to-improve the laws dealing with the mentally ill. - - _

Ui Thrdughout the years of CPS the men have received nelther wages for.

-their work nor compensation for, injury suffered-in performing their duties. -

.~ Their dependénis were not ‘eligible for government: allotmients.  As of De- -

. cember 31, 1945, the AFSC had paid over.$2,000,000 to carry the responsi- -

. bilities it assumed for CPS. 'This entire amount ‘was contributed voluntarily -

" by the CPS men. themselves, by their famihes by members of the Soclety of ..
.. -Friends, and by churches and individuals, -
.. The Committee considers the proposal of permanent peacehme con- T

: -'scnptlon, ‘which arose during the war-and has not yet been-defeated, a -~ -
serious threat to freedom of conscierice in the United Statss and to the trust. =~

- and. good feeling among riations -on. ‘which peace miist be built. In order to . -~ - -
. - see that the gitestion was thoroughly understood 'by Friends and. others, the - °©
. 'Commzttee has ccnducted a v:gorous educatmna] campa.lgn . o

Toward the Future

Fan:une hovers hke a vulture aver. the ravaged earI:T:l Fea: and chsi:rust- .'

L and ‘bitterness d:v:de the nations, victors and vanqmshed Man, jnstead of

" - laying-down his arms, is inventing yet more terrible. weapons: of destruction, = -

" Yet it is possible that the low water mark has beert’ reached. There are indi~ .
 cations that like an incoming tide, 2 recognition by men everywhere of the . =
©mecessity for peace, a detérmination to’ understand and to endure, and ‘a -

" surge of compassion may sweep us on to higher levels. In humility 'and ..

" faith the American Friends Service Commitee, strengthenied by the' support . -

+" of an ever-increasing host of like-minded ‘individuals and .groups, Drepares. - R

. .10 extend its work at home and in’ foreign felds.: The work- 1tself s small, -
e '-'.but man only plants the seed it 1s God who gwes the mm-ease :
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