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 AFSC Staff Picks  
 on War and Peace 
 

 
 
We asked AFSC staff (and some friends) to recommend books that helped them understand war and imagine peace. 
They responded with the intriguing and eclectic suggestions below. Click the titles for further descriptions and 
ordering information.  
                                                                                                                   Collected and edited by Tony Heriza and Peter Lems 

 

IN THE SHADOW OF 9-11 

 

Another World Is Possible 
Edited by Beka Economopoulos, Jeremy Glick, 
Walidah Imarisha, Sanchez Luis, Shaffy Moeel 
 
Out of print. Try www.Bookfinder.com 
 

άmy favorite 9-мм ōƻƻƪ Χ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅέ 
- Eisha Mason, Los Angeles, CA 
 
 

 

Answering Terror: Responses to War and 
Peace after 9/11/01 
 
Edited by Sharon Hoover 
Friends Journal, 2010, 155 pp., paperback 
$16.00 
 

άŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴd diversity of thought 
within Quaker community responses to the 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ Χ 
- Lucy Duncan, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of 
Islamic Women 
by Geraldine Brooks 
 
Anchor Books, 1995, 256 pp., paperback 
$15.95 
 

ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƳ Χ L 
recently re-ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦέ 
- Erin Polley, Indianapolis, IN 
 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING WAR AND ITS IMPACT 

 

All Quiet On The Western Front 
By Erich Maria Remarque  
  
 Ballantine, 1928, 347 pp., paperback $6.99 

άŀ ǾƛǾƛŘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ 
sƻƭŘƛŜǊΩ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎέ 
- Terry Messman, San Francisco, CA;  
also recommended by Maura Tobias, NY, NY 

http://www.bookfinder.com/
http://www.quakerbooks.org/answering_terror.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/all_quiet_on_the_western_front.php
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Beirut Blues  
by Hanan al-Shaykh 
 
Anchor books, 1996, 382 pp.. Paperback $15 

άletters from a woman torn between leaving war 
ravaged BeiǊǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎέ 
- Peter Lems, Philadelphia, PA 

 

The Butter Battle Book  
by Dr. Seuss 
 
Random House, 1984, 56 pp,  $14.95 

άōǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻŀǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
ŀǊƳǎ ǊŀŎŜΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƴǎέ 
- Brianna Higgins, Greensboro, NC 
 

 

First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of 
Cambodia Remembers 
by Luong Ung 
 
HarperOne, 2006, 238 pp., paperback $13.99 

άa moving firsthand description of the impact of 
war from thŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘέ 
- Dennis Carlson, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

Hell, Healing and Resistance 
By Daniel William Hallock 
 
Out of Print. Try www.Bookfinder.com 
 

ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿŀǊ -- 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ 
- Janine Schwab, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

Human Smoke (remainder): The Beginnings 
of World War II, the End of Civilization 
by Nicholson Baker 
 
Simon & Schuster, 2008, 576 pp., Cloth $7.00 
 

άǳǎŜǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
private letters to show that WWII was not 
ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜέ 
- Michael McConnell, Chicago, IL 
 
Χŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƛŦƛǎƳ ŦǊƻƳ 
Quaker novelist and essayist Nicholson Baker. 

 

Imperial Life In The Emerald City:  Inside 
Iraq's Green Zone  
By Rajiv Chandrasekaran 
 
Vintage, 2007, 295 pp., Paper $15.95 
 

άŀ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ-the-scenes account of the 
¦{ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǿƘƻ Ǌŀƴ LǊŀǉ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴέ 
- Peter Lems, Philadelphia, PA 

http://www.quakerbooks.org/first_they_killed_my_father.php
http://www.bookfinder.com/
http://www.quakerbooks.org/human_smoke_remainder.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/imperial_life_in_the_emerald_city.php
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The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and 
the Heart of the Middle East 
by Sandy Tolan 

 
 
Bloomsbury USA (April 17, 2007) 
384 pages, $15.95 

ñMy favorite book to recommend about the 
Israel/Palestine conflictò 
- Jennifer Bing, Chicago, IL 
 

 

A Peace Of Africa: Reflections on Life in The 
Great Lakes Region 
By David Zarembka 
 
Madera Press, 2011, 322 pp., Paperback 
$25.00 
 

άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ Χ ŦǊƻƳ 
optimism at the time of independence to conflict, 
ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊǎέ 
- Lucy Duncan, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

The Places In Between 
By Rory Stewart 
 
Harcourt, 2004, 299 pp., Paperback $15.95 
 

άǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ Χ 
snapshots of people, cǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊ Χ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ  
- Peter Lems, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

Soldier Of The Great War 
By Mark Helprin 
 
Harcourt, 2005, 860 pp., paperback $16.00 
 

άƘƻǿ ²²L made a hero, a prisoner, a deserter, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŀƴŘŜǊŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦέ 
- Becky Steele, Philadelphia, PA 

 

To End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty and 
Rebellion, 1914-1918 
by Adam Hochschild 
 
Houghton Mifflin, 2011, 448 pp., Cloth  
$28.95 
 

 
άshows how the escalation of technology makes 
ǿŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴŜέ 
- Michael McConnell, Chicago, IL  
 

http://www.quakerbooks.org/a_peace_of_africa.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/the_places_in_between.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/soldier_of_the_great_war.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/to_end_all_wars.php
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Western Way Of War: Infantry Battle in 
Classical Greece 
By Victor Davis Hanson 
 
University of California, 2009, 271 pp., 
paperback $25.00 
 
 

άǘƘƛǎ ƎŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ 
how warfare is untenable and morally 
ǊŜǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛōƭŜέ 
- Janine Schwab, Philadelphia, PA 
 

RESPONDING TO VIOLENCE / BUILDING PEACE 

 

Ancient Ways: Indigenous Healing 
Innovations for the 21st Century 
 by Gerval Blanchard 
 
NearI Press, 2010, paperback $24.95 
 

ά{ƻƳŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻ ǘo war ς ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΚέ 
- Jon Krieg, Des Moines, IA 
 
Also listen at http://afsc.org/audio/geral-
blanchard-ancient-ways-indigenous-wisdom 

 

Answering The Violence: Encounters with 
Perpetrators 
By John Lampen 
 
Pendle Hill Pamphlet, 2011, 32 pp., paperback 
$6.50 

άǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŜǎΣ ǊƛǎƪǎΣ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
benefits of reaching out in friendship to 
ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ  
- Graham Garner, Philadelphia, PA  
(FGC-Quaker Books) 
 

 

The Book of Embraces 
By Eduado Galeano 
 
Norton, 1992, 288 pp., paperback $15.95  
 

 
άŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
about ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘǳƳŀƴέ 
- Joseph Gerson, Cambridge, MA 

 

Drug War Zone: Frontline Dispatches from 
the Streets of El  Paso and Juarez  
by Howard Campbell 
 
U of Texas, 2009, 336 pp., $24.95 
 

άǾƛǾƛŘ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŜȄƛŎŀƴǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
the ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŘǊǳƎ ǿŀǊέ 
- Jorge Lafitte, Fortaleza-Ceara, Brazil 

http://www.quakerbooks.org/western_way_of_war.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/ancient_ways.php
http://afsc.org/audio/geral-blanchard-ancient-ways-indigenous-wisdom
http://afsc.org/audio/geral-blanchard-ancient-ways-indigenous-wisdom
http://www.quakerbooks.org/answering_the_violence.php
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The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul of 
Building Peace 
 
 
Oxford University Press, 2005, 200 pp., 
paperback $19.95 

άŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ Χ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ 
application of peace building for highly violent 
ŀǊŜŀǎέ 
- Ivan Monzon, Guatemala City, Guatemala 

 

Nonviolence - The History Of A Dangerous 
Idea  
by Mark Kurlansky 
 
Modern Library, 2008 224 PP. Paper, $14 
 
 

 

 
άǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ 
War, the Civil War, and World War II could have 
ōŜŜƴ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻƴǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ƳŜŀƴǎέ 
- Lucy Duncan, Philadelphia, PA 

 

The Nonviolent Cross 
By John Douglass 
 
Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2006, 301 pp 

 
άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ 
ƴƻƴǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊƛǎƳέ 
- Terry Messman, San Francisco, CA 
 

 

Nonviolent Social Movements: A 
geographical perspective  
edited by Steven Zunes, Sarah Beth Asher , 
Lester Kurtz 
 
Blackwell/Wiley. 1999, 354 pp., paperback 
$57.00 
(available used for under $7) 

άǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
the alternatives to ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ 
- Amal Sabawi, Gaza, Palestine 
 
 

 

Peacemaking Circles And Urban Youth: 
Bringing Justice Home 
by C. Boyes-Watson 
 
Living Justice Press, paperback, $20 

άǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ  ŀƳƻƴƎ 
ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘέ 
- Jorge Laffitte, Fortaleza-Ceara, Brazil 

http://www.quakerbooks.org/the_moral_imagination.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/nonviolence_the_history_of_a_dangerous_idea.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/nonviolence_the_history_of_a_dangerous_idea.php
http://www.livingjusticepress.org/index.asp?Type=PRODLIST&SEC=%7B9643748B-1735-4115-A479-FA6F18327BAD%7D&DE=%7B496161D4-61BC-4CB5-BE66-46FD532A7905%7D
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The Plague by Albert Camus 
 
Frontal Lobe Publishing, 2011, 220 pp, $8.50 
 
 

άƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀƳǳǎΩ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ-war 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ Χ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǊƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅέ 
- Joseph Gerson, Cambridge, MA 

 

The Power of the People:  
Active Nonviolence in the United States 
By Robert Cooney, Helen Michalowski 
 
New Society Pub; Updated edition (January 
1987) 
 
Out of print ςTry www.bookfinder.com 

 
άΧƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
who took courageous stands against war and 
ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
- Arnie Alpert, Concord, NH 
 

 

Quakers and The Search For Peace  
edited by Sharon Hoover 
 
 
Friends Journal, 2010 , 155 pp,  Paper, $16 

άan invaluable resource for those who wish to 
explore the Quaker peace experience and develop 
their own personal calling for peaceέ 
- Graham Garner, Philadelphia, PA 
(FGC-Quakerbooks) 

 

 
Waging Nonviolent Struggle 
By Gene Sharp 
 
Porter Sargent Pub, 2005, 598 pp., paperback 
$19.95 
 

ά ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
the history anŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻƴǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎέ 
- Greg Coleridge, Akron, OH (also recommended 
by Amal Sabawi, Gaza, Palestine) 

 

When Blood And Bones Cry Out: Journeys 
through the Soundscape of Reconciliation 
and Healing  
By John Paul and Amanda Lederach  
 
Oxford University Press, 2011, 288 pp., cloth 
$24.95 

ά!ǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭŜǊ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ 
about how communities can recover and 
reconnect by making music and telling their 
storƛŜǎέ 
 - Lucy Duncan, Philadelphia, PA 

http://www.bookfinder.com/
http://www.quakerbooks.org/quakers_and_the_search_for_peace.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/when_blood_and_bones_cry_out.php
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Professor Tony Bing, a member of AFSC’s Nobel Prize Committee and former chair of 
Peace and Global Studies at Earlham College, recommends: 

 

The Things They Carried  
.ȅ ¢ƛƳ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
 
Broadway, 1998, 272 pp., paperback $14.95 
 

άǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ²ŀǊ Χ ŀ 
Ŧƛƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǳƭƛǘȊŜǊ tǊƛȊŜέ 
- Tony Bing 

 

Birdsong 
 By Sebastian Faulks 
 
 
Vintage, 1993, 482 pp., paperback $15.95 

ά!ƴ ǳƴǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭŜŘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέ 
- Tony Bing 

 

The Last Of The Just 
By Andre Schwarz-Bart 
 
 
Overlook, 2000, 374 pp., paperback  $15.95 

άŀ ǾƛǾƛŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘ WŜǿǎ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²²LLΩ 
- Tony Bing 

 

Gravitys Rainbow 
By Thomas Pynchon 
 
 
Penquin, 2005, 768 pp., paperback $19.00 

άǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀcclaimed as the best war novel of all 
ǘƛƳŜέ 
- Tony Bing 

 

The Regeneration Trilogy  
By Pat Barker 
 
Plume (July 1, 1993) 
3 volumes, $16 each 

άŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǊ 
ōǊƛƴƎǎέ 
- Tony Bing 

http://www.quakerbooks.org/the_things_they_carried.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/birdsong.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/the_last_of_the_just.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/gravitys_rainbow.php
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PLEASE VISIT WWW.QUAKERBOOKS.ORG TO ORDER MOST OF THESE BOOKS.  
 

In a poll on AFSC’s Facebook page, the top choices were: 

 

A People's History Of The United States: 
1492 to the present 
by Howard Zinn  
 
 
Harper Perennial, 2003, 730 pp., paperback  
$18.95 
 

#1 choice 

 

Slaughterhouse-five: or The Children's 
Crusade, A Duty-dance With Death 
By Kurt Vonnegut 
 
 
Dell, 224 pp., paperback $7.99 

#2 Choice 

 

War Is A Racket: The Antiwar Classic by 
America's most Decorated Soldier 
By Smedley Butler 
 
Feral House, 2003, 120 pp., paperback $9.95 
 

#3 Choice 

 

Empire of Illusion 
By Chris Hedges 
 
Nation Books, 2009, $14.95 
 

#4 Choice 

http://www.quakerbooks.org/
http://www.quakerbooks.org/a_peoples_history_of_the_united_states.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/slaughterhousefive.php
http://www.quakerbooks.org/war_is_a_racket.php

