WHERE YOUR TAX
MONEY GOES

Froposed Federal Discretionary Budget, FY2008

Administration of justice

wWeterans benefits andg'%
services

4%
Income =ecurity

a9

Health
5%

Education, training,
employvment, and sacial
services

B9

Mational Defense
S99

Transportation
2%

Matural resources and
environment

3%
General Science, space, and
Technology
3% International Affairs

4% @ 2007 Mational Priorities Project, Inc.

The chart shows the breakdown of the proposed federal discretionarybudget for fiscal year 2008 by function
area. The discretionary budget refers to the part of the federal budget proposed by the President, and debated
and decided by Congress each year. This part of the budget constitutes more than one-third of total federal
spending. The remainder of the federal budget is called 'mandatory spending, which includes things like social
security and Medicare." Fiscal year 2008 will run from October 1, 2007 to September 30, 2008. Note that this chart
includes the war-related spending requested by the administration as supplemental to the regular budget
proposal.

Are these your priorities?



There are many pieces of the military budget that could be used in
other ways. The US already has the largest stockpile of nuclear
weapons. Do we really think we are safer by making more?

Taxpayers in Rhode Island will pay $67.3 million for proposed nuclear weapons in
FY2009. For the same amount of money, the following could have been provided:

_ - 22,939 People with Health Care OR
z’;’_114,591 Homes with Renewable Electricity OR
:-:' 8,713 Scholarships for University Students OR
At 1,372 Public Safety Officers OR
o 984 Music and Arts Teachers OR

i
%3 New Elementary Schools OR

il |
% 311 Affordable Housing Units OR
" 29,311 Children with Health Care OR
|
Hawd 9,688 Head Start Places for Children OR

|
“= 974 Elementary School Teachers OR

This is but one example of ways the budget pie could be rewritten. There are more:

¢ Billions of dollars from the Department of Defense are unaccounted;for

e The outsourcing of everything from feeding the troops to fgrofit prisons that enrich corporations at
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for less

e A hugely expensive ballistic missisystem that is of questionable use in a time when the major threat
is claimed to be terrorism;

e $60 billion is spent on Cold War generation weapons systems that are not appropriate at this.time
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Call your elected officials to let them know what your priorities are:
Senator Jack Reed 401 -943-3100
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 401 -453-5294

Representative Patrick Kennedy 401 -729-5600

Representative Jim Langevin 401 -732-9400

'Business Leaders for Sensible Priorities, http://www.sensiblepriorities.org/csba/factsheet.php

For more information contact American Friends Service Committee, South East New England sene@afsc.org
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